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ABSTRACT
This presentation will cover key aspects of the Ithaca Green Building Project, which involves a
comprehensive, collaborative examination of policy tools that Ithaca can use to incentivize or
mandate green building standards for new construction.
The Ithaca Green Building Policy project is setting the stage for the creation, adoption, and
implementation of green building policies that will significantly reduce carbon pollution in the
Ithaca community, while increasing the diversity of participants in local sustainability efforts. The
project is seeking an understanding of the potential environmental, social, and economic
impacts of a green building policy. A report is being produced that provides an overview of the
existing building stock and forecasts future development scenarios. The central study examines
policy tools that Ithaca can use to incentivize or mandate green building standards for new
residential and commercial buildings. A major component of the study is an investigation of the
potential social impacts of the standards and policies, and the implications for equity. Innovative
aspects include an examination of a balanced menu of policy approaches, rather than relying on
one magic bullet, as well as an initiative on affordable green building design and construction.
The City of Ithaca is leading an education and outreach campaign to share information about,
and solicit feedback on, the various building energy standards and policies being studied.
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