
 
 
 

20th Annual New York State Green Building Conference 
March 31 to April 28, 2022 

https://www.esf.edu/greenbuilding/ 

 

The Top 10 Ways to Reduce Concrete's 
Carbon Footprint 

 

Douglas O'Neill, Senior Director, Building Innovations, National Ready Mixed Concrete 
Association 

 

ABSTRACT 
 

Concrete is the building block of modern society and the most widely used building 
material. Nearly every structure built today — including buildings, bridges, homes, and 
infrastructure — uses concrete in some way. It provides us with shelter along with 
places to work, learn, and play. It connects us through roads and rapid transit and 
airports. Water is delivered and treated in concrete structures. Concrete is economical, 
available everywhere, durable, and versatile. As demand for building construction 
continues to increase, it is likely the demand for concrete will also increase. Like all 
building products, however, concrete has a carbon footprint. This course will analyze 
the top ten strategies to take advantage of concrete’s benefits while ensuring the lowest 
possible carbon footprint. 
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