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ABSTRACT  
 
My topic will discuss the myriad of issues relating to sustainable development. When 
the original green buildings were built/retrofitted, there were not many parties involved in 
the process. Today, green building encompasses numerous stakeholders that are 
instrumental in producing and thereafter, operating and maintaining sustainable 
development projects. To ignore the legal issues relating to achieving green building 
goals jeopardizes the entire process and defeats all parties' intent. The discussion will 
focus on how each player in the green building world can achieve desired results.  
 
 

BIOGRAPHY  
 
Richard Sobelsohn has practiced real estate law for 22 years with a sub-specialty in 
sustainable building law. He has worked as a solo practitioner, General Counsel to a 
real estate developer, in the law firms Stroock, Stroock & Lavan, Kaye Scholer, Moses 
& Singer and is currently Vice President, Legal, at Cohen Brothers Realty Corporation. 
Richard is a Professor of Practice at Brooklyn Law School, and an adjunct professor of 
law at Brooklyn, Columbia, Cardozo, and Fordham Law Schools; is a Green Globes 
Professional, LEED A.P., a member of The Fellows of the American Bar Foundation, 
and a Fellow of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers. 
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