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ABSTRACT 
 
This presentation highlights the green building methods used in the New Americans' Pavilion at Salt City 

Harvest Farm (SCHF) near Syracuse, NY, and the impact that these strategies have had on environmental 
and social justice for refugees in the local community. In the past two decades, Syracuse has welcomed 

more than ten thousand refugees with diverse origins ranging from Somalia to Bhutan to Cambodia. 
Many refugees arrive in Syracuse with diminished social networks, limited economic opportunities, and 
scarce access to fresh food. SCHF has provided refugees with farmland and agricultural training 

programs since 2014 to help them grow the food from their home cuisines that they want to eat. The 
New Americans’ Pavilion at SCHF contains passively cooled space for refugee farmers to wash and pack 
the produce they grow on the farm, as well as an off-the-grid, solar-powered cold storage enclosure to 

keep produce fresh before they bring it to market. The pavilion also includes flexible spaces for teaching, 
learning, gathering, and dining, which makes it an important social hub in the refugee diaspora. The New 

Americans’ Pavilion was designed and constructed over a two-year period by a team comprising faculty 
and students of architecture, community volunteers, and Salt City Harvest Farm staff. The design and 
construction project serves as a demonstration of the agency of architects, students, and community 

groups to collaborate using green building methods to have a positive impact on social justice in their 
communities. 
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