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ABSTRACT 
 
This presentation highlights the green building methods used in the New Americans' Pavilion at Salt City 

Harvest Farm (SCHF) near Syracuse, NY, and the impact that these strategies have had on environmental 
and social justice for refugees in the local community. In the past two decades, Syracuse has welcomed 

more than ten thousand refugees with diverse origins ranging from Somalia to Bhutan to Cambodia. 
Many refugees arrive in Syracuse with diminished social networks, limited economic opportunities, and 
scarce access to fresh food. SCHF has provided refugees with farmland and agricultural training 

programs since 2014 to help them grow the food from their home cuisines that they want to eat. The 
New Americans’ Pavilion at SCHF contains passively cooled space for refugee farmers to wash and pack 
the produce they grow on the farm, as well as an off-the-grid, solar-powered cold storage enclosure to 

keep produce fresh before they bring it to market. The pavilion also includes flexible spaces for teaching, 
learning, gathering, and dining, which makes it an important social hub in the refugee diaspora. The New 

Americans’ Pavilion was designed and constructed over a two-year period by a team comprising faculty 
and students of architecture, community volunteers, and Salt City Harvest Farm staff. The design and 
construction project serves as a demonstration of the agency of architects, students, and community 

groups to collaborate using green building methods to have a positive impact on social justice in their 
communities. 
 

BIOGRAPHY 
 

David Shanks is an Assistant Professor in the School of Architecture at Syracuse University. He is co-
founder of the architecture and design practice ASDF, which was named Best New Practice in the 
northeast by The Architect's Newspaper in 2021. His design work has been exhibited at the Boston 

Society of Architects, the Museum of the City of New York, and the Biennale di Pisa, among other 
locations, and he has been a resident of the Cape Cod Modern House Trust and the MacDowell Colony. 

David is a registered architect in the State of New York. 

file:///C:/Users/darge/Documents/Work/Open%20Academy/NYSGBC/PDFs/www.nysgreenbuilding.org




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Shanks.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 3



		Passed: 27



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Skipped		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Skipped		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

