
14th Annual New York State Green Building Conference 
- April 14-15, 2016 -  

Is Net Zero Village Really Going to Be Net Zero? 
Jesse Schwartzberg, Owner/Designer, Black Mountain Design Build 

 

ABSTRACT 

NetZero Village, a new construction project outside of Albany, NY, saw the completion of the 
first phase of construction in 2015.  This phase includes six buildings containing 48 apartments. 
The project was undertaken with an ambitious wish-list: provide market-rate rental housing while 
achieving Net Zero Energy targets. To meet this lofty goal, the project team worked to balance 
real world construction costs with Net Zero ideals, incorporating cost-effective technologies and 
decision-making along the way. The result is the first market rate net zero multi-family project in 
the nation. Come hear the owner and visionary behind the project, the Net Zero Consultant, and 
the General Contractor share the opportunities and obstacles that they unearthed while 
undertaking the project and the lessons learned along the way.    

BIOGRAPHY 

Jesse Schwartzberg founded Black Mountain Design Build (BMDB) in his hometown of Saranac 
Lake, NY in 2011.  BMDB  specializes in high quality, regionally focused design; high 
performance energy consulting; and ecologically sensitive landscape design.  

David P. Bruns is General Manager and owner of Bruns Realty Group, LLC. Through building 
his business from 1 to over 360 apartment units, Mr. Bruns has mastered every aspect of 
apartment maintenance and management. Bruns Realty Group, LLC was formed in December 
2006 and currently has 11 employees. 

Nate Goodell is a senior engineer at Taitem Engineering focusing on commissioning and M&V. 
Taitem is a consulting firm founded in 1989, specializing in engineering design and consulting in 
all areas of building efficiency and sustainability. 


