To the March for Science, DC and satellite marches across the nation and the world:

As Indigenous Scientists, agency professionals,
tribal professionals, educators, traditional practitioners,
family, youth, elders and allies from Indigenous communities
and homelands all over the living Earth

WE
ENDORSE
AND SUPPORT
THE

MARCH FOR SCIENCE
As original peoples, we have long memories, centuries old wisdom and deep
knowledge of this land and the importance of empirical, scientific inquiry as
fundamental to the well-being of people and planet.
Let us remember that long before Western science came to these shores, there were
Indigenous scientists here. Native astronomers, agronomists, geneticists, ecologists,
engineers, botanists, zoologists, watershed hydrologists, pharmacologists,
physicians and more—all engaged in the creation and application of knowledge
which promoted the flourishing of both human societies and the beings with whom
we share the planet. We give gratitude for all their contributions to knowledge.
Native science supported indigenous culture, governance and decision making for a
sustainable future –the same needs which bring us together today.

WESTERN
SCIENCE IS A
POWERFUL
APPROACH, BUT
IT IS NOT THE
ONLY ONE

As we endorse and support the March for Science, let us acknowledge that there are
multiple ways of knowing that play an essential role in advancing knowledge for the
health of all life. Science, as concept and process, is translatable into over 500
different Indigenous languages in the U.S. and thousands world-wide.
Western science is a powerful approach, but it is not the only one.
Indigenous science provides a wealth of knowledge and a powerful alternative
paradigm by which we understand the natural world and our relation to it.
Embedded in cultural frameworks of respect, reciprocity, responsibility and
reverence for the earth, Indigenous science lies within a worldview where knowledge
is coupled to responsibility and human activity is aligned with ecological principles
and natural law, rather than against them. We need both ways of knowing if we are
to advance knowledge and sustainability.

LET US
MARCH NOT
JUST FOR SCIENCE

- BUT FOR SCIENCES!

We acknowledge and honor our ancestors and draw attention to the ways in
which Indigenous communities have been negatively impacted by the misguided
use of Western scientific research and institutional power. Our communities have
been used as research subjects, experienced environmental racism, extractive
industries that harm our homelands and have witnessed Indigenous science and
the rights of Indigenous peoples dismissed by institutions of Western science.
While Indigenous science is an ancient and dynamic body of knowledge,
embedded in sophisticated cultural epistemologies, it has long been marginalized
by the institutions of contemporary Western science. However, traditional
knowledge is increasingly recognized as a source of concepts, models,
philosophies and practices which can inform the design of new sustainability
solutions. It is both ancient and urgent.

Indigenous
science
supports
flourishing of
people and
planet

Indigenous science offers both key insights and philosophical frameworks for
problem solving that includes human values, which are much needed as we face
challenges such as climate change, sustainable resource management, health
disparities and the need for healing the ecological damage we have done.
Indigenous science informs place-specific resource management and land-care
practices important for environmental health of tribal and federal lands. We
require greater recognition and support for tribal consultation and participation
in the co-management, protection, and restoration of our ancestral lands.
Indigenous communities have partnered with Western science to address
environmental justice, health disparities, and intergenerational trauma in our
communities. We have championed innovation and technology in science from
agriculture to medicine. New ecological insights have been generated through
sharing of Indigenous science. Indigenous communities and Western science
continue to promote diversity within STEM fields. Each year Indigenous people
graduate with Ph.D.’s, M.D.’s, M.S.’s and related degrees that benefit our collective
societies. We also recognize and promote the advancement of culture-bearers,
Elders, hunters and gatherers who strengthen our communities through
traditional practices.

Our tribal communities need more culturally embedded scientists and at the same
time, institutions of Western science need more Indigenous perspectives. The next
generation of scientists needs to be well- positioned for growing collaboration with
Indigenous science. Thus we call for enhanced support for inclusion of Indigenous
science in mainstream education, for the benefit of all. We envision a productive
symbiosis between Indigenous and Western knowledges that serve our shared goals
of sustainability for land and culture. This symbiosis requires mutual respect for the
intellectual sovereignty of both Indigenous and Western sciences.
As members of the Indigenous science community, we endorse and support the
March for Science – and we encourage Indigenous people and allies to participate in
the national march in DC or a satellite march. Let us engage the power of both
Indigenous and Western science on behalf of the living Earth. Let our Indigenous
voices be heard.

IN SOLIDARITY
DR. ROBIN WALL KIMMERER (Citizen
Potawatomi Nation). Professor of
Environmental and Forest Biology,
Director Center for Native Peoples and the
Environment, SUNY College of
Environmental Science and Forestry,
Syracuse, NY
DR. ROSALYN LAPIER (Blackfeet/Metis).
PhD. Research Associate, Women's
Studies, Environmental Studies, and Native
American Religion. Harvard Divinity School
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DR. MELISSA K. NELSON (Anishinaabe
[Turtle Mountain Chippewa]). Associate
Professor of American Indian Studies, San
Francisco State University, President of the
Cultural Conservancy, San Francisco, CA
DR. KYLE P. WHYTE (Citizen Potawatomi
Nation). Timnick Chair in the Humanities,
Associate Professor of Philosophy and
Community Sustainability, Michigan State
University, East Lansing, MI
NEIL PATTERSON, JR. (Tuscarora).
Assistant Director, Center for Native
Peoples and the Environment, SUNY
College of Environmental Science and
Forestry, Syracuse, NY and EPA Tribal
Science Council.
`
DR. PATTY LOEW, Ph.D. Professor.
Department of Life Sciences
Communication. University of
Wisconsin-Madison

PATRICIA COCHRAN (Inupiat). Executive
Director, Alaska Native Science Commission,
Anchorage, AK
DR. GREGORY A. CAJETE (Tewa-Santa Clara
Pueblo). Director of Native American
Studies-University College, Professor of
Language, Literacy and Sociocultural
Studies-College of Education, University of
New Mexico
DR. DEBORAH MCGREGOR (Anishinaabe).
Associate Professor, Canada Research Chair,
Indigenous Environmental Justice, Osgoode
Hall Law School and Faculty of
Environmental Studies, York University
DR. LEROY LITTLE BEAR,JD, (Blackfoot).
Professor Emeritus, University of Lethbridge,
Alberta, Canada
DR. KARLETTA CHIEF, (Navajo). Assistant
Professor and Extension Specialist,
Department of Soil, Water and Environmental
Science. University of Arizona
LESLIE HARPER (Leech Lake Ojibwe),
President, National Coalition of Native
American Language Schools and Programs
NAMAKA RAWLINS (Hawaiian), Aha Punana
Leo, Hilo, Hawaii
ABAKI BECK (Blackfeet/Metis), Founder,
POC On-Line Classroom and Daughters of
Violence Zine

