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11/11 (Tuesday)

M5/M3 were grouped in bags by line, as per Marty’s instructions.  Some baskets had ice in them with leaves frozen inside.  These were pried up with a piece of plastic salvaged from one of the old baskets.  Litter at M5/M3 was collected while wearing leather thinsulate gloves, since it was too cold to wear lab gloves alone, and the lab gloves did not fit over the leather gloves.
M3:

Not all baskets at M3 were collected.  Some were tipped, and some had been moved.  Looks like it was probably bears playing with them, since there was scat nearby.

· M3 L1LF3 was found about 2 meters away from its stakes, but still upright and with roughly the right amount of litter in it.  The litter was collected and included in the line.

· M3 L2 LF2 was found upside down between its stakes.  I fixed it, but did not collect from it, since there was nothing in it.

· M3 M3 LF1 was found upside down about three meters downhill from its stakes.  I fixed it, and did not collect from it.

· M3 L3 LF1 was at an angle, with one stake pulled up.  Looks like it may have lost some litter.  The litter was collected and included in the line.

M5:

All baskets were collected at M5.  The bag for M5L1 is now missing.

11/12 (Wednesday)

There was light snow in the morning, but it warmed up quickly.  The high was roughly 10C in the afternoon.  I bought some Playtex dishwashing gloves, which come in XL, allowing me to wear thin cotton gloves underneath for warmth.  This worked very well.  I received a call from Ruth on Tuesday evening saying that Mary had tried emailing me to tell me to collect each basket in its own bag.  All sites collected from here on are bagged by basket rather than by line.
T20:

All baskets were collected.  Some of the labeling is contradictory – basket doesn’t match the flagging, or multiple pieces of flagging that disagree.  It was pretty easy to figure out, though.

H5:

All baskets were collected.  Mislabeled some bags as L3 rather than L6, but fixed the problem.

H4:

All baskets were collected.

H6:
All baskets were collected.  Mislabeled some bags as L5 rather than L2, but fixed the problem.

11/13 (Thursday)

Started sunny and cold – became snowy and very windy in the afternoon.

101:

All baskets were collected. All three baskets on Line 1 are labeled LF1.  I collected them in order from east to west, like the other lines.

M6:

As I arrived at the site, the snow became heavy.  Collected substantial amounts of snow with the samples.  All baskets were collected.

11/14 (Friday)

Cloudy and very cold (-5C)  Snowed throughout the day; extremely windy.  Attempted to start collecting at H2 but it was too cold; the leaves were frozen in a solid mass.  Bear Notch Road was gated as I returned, and is now presumably closed for the winter.
Worked on buying boxes and on thawing and draining the samples already collected.  Sample bags were hung in the showers at Bartlett, in the two bathrooms that for some reason get all the heat.  As samples thawed, small holes were punched in the corner of each bag to allow the free water to drain.  Shipped M5. M3, T20, and 101 from Bartlett on Friday afternoon.

11/15 (Saturday)

Sunny and cold, with a high just above freezing at Bartlett.  Shipped M6, H4, H5, and H6 in the morning.  Just warm enough that the ice in the baskets began to melt – used a butter knife from BEF to pry up stuck pieces.  Left between 2 and 5% (estimated) of leaf matter in each basket – we can get the rest in the spring, I suppose.  Note that the species composition of the collected litter is somewhat biased by the need to leave some behind – the leaves that were left behind are the first that fell, and therefore disproportionately birch, ash, and pin cherry, which will consequently be underrepresented in the sample as collected.
H2:

All baskets were collected.

H3:

All baskets were collected.

H1:

H1L2LF2 is mislabeled as LF3; LF3 is labeled properly.  All baskets were collected.

Drove over to M4 to see how it looked.  Road was icy, but well-sanded and passable.  The road to T30 was certainly not passable, at least with my car.  There was about 8-10 cm of snow at M4.  Digging through this to the litter revealed that it was frozen solid.  I worked on a few baskets, but alas the butter knife was no match for the ice – it must have been quite a bit colder up there.  I judged I would have to leave as much as 40% of the leaf matter in some baskets, and figured it wasn’t worth the effort.  With no definitive thaw in the immediate forecast, these will have to wait until the spring.  Next year, I guess the collection should happen earlier.
I plan to ship H1/H2/H3 on Tuesday from Providence.  They’ll be stored in my car or in the coldroom (4C) until then.

11/25 (Tuesday)

Partly cloudy and warm, roughly 5C at the Jackson sites.  Road was very muddy, but passable.  Litter was relatively dry, and there was no significant ice in any of the baskets.  Collection went smoothly and quickly.

T30:

All baskets were collected.

M4:

All baskets were collected.  L3 was mislabeled as L2 on all flagging.  L2 was labeled correctly.  I fixed the labeling for L3, both on the flags, and on the baskets themselves.

Overall Procedural Notes:

· All vegetable matter in all baskets was collected.  This includes twigs, fruits/seeds, and leaves, along with any ice in which they were embedded.  In some baskets, snow was carefully removed from the top of the leaves.  Any animals noticed in the baskets (spiders, caterpillars, slugs, and snails) were not collected, although some probably went unnoticed.  Branches lying across the tops of the baskets were not collected.
· Of leaves remaining at all sites, more than 90% were beech, and roughly 5% sugar maple.  These were generally within four meters or so of the ground, and never represented more than 2% (estimated) of the total deciduous canopy.

· I used Hannaford 30 gallon trash bags for the collection.  All samples were bagged in these, since I figured it would be a bad idea to change halfway through.  There is a lot of surface area inside these for leaves to stick to, so I would slice them open when extracting the sample to ensure that you have everything.

· The tape used to label the bags seems to be holding pretty well.  I used duct tape for the first set, and brown packing tape for the rest.  I couldn’t find a single store that carried duct tape in Lincoln/Woodstock!  This includes the Woodstock General/Hardware Store, the P&C, and the RiteAid.  The only place I can find that carries it is Grant’s in Glen, in little tiny rolls.  Next time, we should import duct tape …

· Just for reference, the Bear Notch Road gate is not easy to operate – I would say that it was designed to be a two-person job to close it.  The code is 2495. 

· I took a few digital pictures at each site – I’ll post them on the website and let you know as soon as they’re up.

