SUNY ESF COVID-19 Research Safety Plan

(Return completed plan to Patricia Henson at phenson@esf.edu)

3/8/2021 Is this an update to a previously approved plan? Yes

Date of Submission (Each active project requires an approved COVID-19 Research Safety Plan)
Yanai Ruth rdyanai@syr.edu

Pl Last Name Pl First Name PI Email Address

Sustainable Resources Management
Department Name

Type of Research: Field Research

Yes Yes

Is this a research project? If yes, is the plan being submitted to cover multiple active projects?

(see last page to list the additional active project acct # and project names)

If yes: 1139204-1-77910

Research Project account # (project/task/award)

Research Project Name: . .
LTER: Long-Term Ecological Research at the Hubbard Brook Experimental

Forest

Location where the Field or Laboratory Research will be conducted (be specific: ex: Huntington Forest, Jahn Lab Rooms 231 & 233):

FIELD WORK: Field work will take place at three sites in the White Mountains of New Hampshire: Bartlett
Experimental Forest (BEF), Hubbard Brook Experimental Forest (HBEF), and a site in the White Mountain National
Forest (WMNF) known as Jeffers Brook (JB). There are nine study stands in BEF, two in HBEF, and two in JB.

Duration the staff/students will be conducting the Field or Laboratory Research? (ex: Monday-Friday 8am-4pm, May 11-August 7, 2020):
6/1/2021 End Date: 8/14/2021

Start Date:

Additional Details: Monday-Friday, 8AM to 4 PM *See details below.

Yes For Field Work, will staff/students share a residence?
Yes Is there a need for masks to comply with the Governor’s Executive order?
N/A For Laboratory Research: Is the lab(s) identified above in compliance?

Review the Laboratory Inspection Checklist at: https://www.esf.edu/ehs/Isg/j.htm

Within the 2 columns below, list all those currently involved or anticipated to be involved in the Field or Laboratory Research:
Note: After approved plan is in place, changes in personnel only do not require a submittal of an updated plan.

(Last Name, First Name and Email Address for each) (Last Name, First Name and Email Address for each)

Graduate Students:

Nash, Joe: jnash2@esf.edu

Adhikari, Lalita: ladhikar@syr.edu

Rijal, Sandip: sandip.rijal55@gmail.com

Summer interns:

Dai, Scott: scotthdai@gwmail.gwu.edu
Zee, April: zeea@ufl.edu

TBA


https://www.esf.edu/ehs/lsg/j.htm

Yanai
PI Last Name (cont.)

Page 3 optional, should you need to include additional information.

For all research plans, how will you implement standard social distancing? For field research plans, how will you implement social

distancing/safety measures both getting to the site and on site while maintaining safety requirements for whatever activity you or your

staff/students are doing (ex: If you are going on a boat and require 2 people, are you able to maintain social distance and safety while operating

the boat? How can you assure that multiple individuals mitigate risk of exposure or transfer of COVID-19)?

We will operate in small crews that will not come in contact with other people. Only one crew will stay
for the summer, while the other crews consist of part-time temporary summer employees. One

fertilization crew consists of people from Miami University, which is not part of this request.

During field work, crew members will not be in close contact. Fertilizing is organized by plots and
lanes to ensure consistent application rate and no two people should ever be in the same plot or lane!
Stations for weighing fertilizer will be set up at wide spacing--and some weighing will likely be
conducted outdoors, reducing contagion.

The greatest hazard is getting lost in the woods, which is not very likely and not very dangerous. All
teams have leaders with excellent skills and familiarity with the sites, and the majority of the
participants have previously worked in the sites. Additionally, all crew members will be required to
carry a cell phone at all times during field work. The weather is unpredictable but field work need not
be conducted on rainy days, which are good for weighing fertilizer.

Each crew has one or more vehicles. When individuals share a vehicle, all occupants will wear face
masks.

Page 3 optional, should you need to include additional information.

How will you implement environmental hygiene practices (ex: Frequent handwashing, wiping down shared equipment with disinfectants, etc.)?
Equipment and all commonly touched surfaces will be disinfected with 70% EtOH solution between
users and at the beginning and end of the day.

Everyone’s temperature will be taken and recorded every morning and evening. If a crew member is
in need of medical attention, they will be taken to the nearest hospital (in North Conway). If a crew
member shows symptoms such as a temperature of 100F or a dry cough, but is not advised to go to
the hospital, they will be quarantined to a bedroom and private bathroom. In either case, the rest of
the crew will isolate as a social unit for 14 days or until a negative test result is obtained. The crew is
committed to maintaining a 2-week supply of food at all times, to avoid exposing anyone outside of
the crew during such a quarantine.

Housing will not be shared with anyone outside of the crew. We are renting one house in Bartlett,
NH for the field season.

There is no need for the members of the crew and the smaller team from Ohio to come in contact.
Teams will communicate electronically as needed. The interns and graduate students, who will need
to purchase groceries during the summer, will wear face masks when shopping and adhere to social
distancing guidelines.



Yanai
PI Last Name (cont.)

Page 3 — Optional should you need to include additional information

Include Additional Information for Field or Laboratory Research Plan, if need be.

Part-time temporary summer employees will assist with fertilizing for up to 1 week between June 1
and June 15. The exact dates will differ based on the availability of the technicians. These people
will be on small crews (2-5 people), possibly including a crew from Miami University of Ohio.

Summer interns: The interns will conduct field research between June 6 and August 14. Each intern
will be guided in the design of an independent research project and will interact remotely with senior
research scientists. Interns will have the opportunity to present their results at the annual Hubbard
Brook Cooperators Meeting in July, which will be held virtually again this year.

If submitting the plan to cover multiple active projects, please list the additional information below:

Research Project account # (project/task/award) 1154559-1-84681
Research Project Name: g Nutrient Limitation of Northern Hardwood Forest Productivity: Mechanisms Contributing to N and P co-Limitations

Research Project account # (project/task/award)
Research Project Name:

Research Project account # (project/task/award)
Research Project Name:

Research Project account # (project/task/award)
Research Project Name:

Research Project account # (project/task/award)
Research Project Name:

Research Project account # (project/task/award)
Research Project Name:

Research Project account # (project/task/award)
Research Project Name:

Research Project account # (project/task/award)
Research Project Name:

Revised 1.27.2021
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	Type of Reserach Dropdown box: [Field Research]
	Research Project dropdown box: [Yes]
	Covering multiple projects dropdown box: [Yes]
	Will staff or students share a residence for field work drop down box: [Yes]
	Need for masks to comply with Governor's Executive order dropdown box: [Yes]
	If lab research, is lab in compliance drop down box: [N/A]
	Research Project Account Number - Project Task Award: 1139204-1-77910 
	Location where Field or Laboratory Research will be completed form field: FIELD WORK: Field work will take place at three sites in the White Mountains of New Hampshire: Bartlett Experimental Forest (BEF), Hubbard Brook Experimental Forest (HBEF), and a site in the White Mountain National Forest (WMNF) known as Jeffers Brook (JB).  There are nine study stands in BEF, two in HBEF, and two in JB.

	Research Project Name form field: LTER: Long-Term Ecological Research at the Hubbard Brook Experimental Forest 
	Project Director Email Address form field: rdyanai@syr.edu
	Project Director Last Name form field: Yanai
	Start Date of Research form field_af_date: June 1, 2021
	End Date of Research form field_af_date: August 14, 2021
	Additional Details for duration form field: Monday-Friday, 8AM to 4 PM  *See details below.
	Last Name, First Name and Email Address for each: Graduate Students:
Nash, Joe: jnash2@esf.edu
Adhikari, Lalita: ladhikar@syr.edu
Rijal, Sandip: sandip.rijal55@gmail.com

Summer interns:
Dai, Scott: scotthdai@gwmail.gwu.edu
Zee, April: zeea@ufl.edu
TBA

	How will you implement standard social distancing form field: We will operate in small crews that will not come in contact with other people.  Only one crew will stay for the summer, while the other crews consist of part-time temporary summer employees.  One fertilization crew consists of people from Miami University, which is not part of this request.

During field work, crew members will not be in close contact.  Fertilizing is organized by plots and lanes to ensure consistent application rate and no two people should ever be in the same plot or lane!  Stations for weighing fertilizer will be set up at wide spacing--and some weighing will likely be conducted outdoors, reducing contagion.

The greatest hazard is getting lost in the woods, which is not very likely and not very dangerous.  All teams have leaders with excellent skills and familiarity with the sites, and the majority of the participants have previously worked in the sites. Additionally, all crew members will be required to carry a cell phone at all times during field work. The weather is unpredictable but field work need not be conducted on rainy days, which are good for weighing fertilizer.

Each crew has one or more vehicles. When individuals share a vehicle, all occupants will wear face masks.


	How will you implement environmental hygiene practices form field: Equipment and all commonly touched surfaces will be disinfected with 70% EtOH solution between users and at the beginning and end of the day.

Everyone’s temperature will be taken and recorded every morning and evening.  If a crew member is in need of medical attention, they will be taken to the nearest hospital (in North Conway).  If a crew member shows symptoms such as a temperature of 100F or a dry cough, but is not advised to go to the hospital, they will be quarantined to a bedroom and private bathroom.  In either case, the rest of the crew will isolate as a social unit for 14 days or until a negative test result is obtained.  The crew is committed to maintaining a 2-week supply of food at all times, to avoid exposing anyone outside of the crew during such a quarantine.  

Housing will not be shared with anyone outside of the crew.  We are renting one house in Bartlett,  NH for the field season.  

There is no need for the members of the crew and the smaller team from Ohio to come in contact. Teams will communicate electronically as needed. The interns and graduate students, who will need to purchase groceries during the summer, will wear face masks when shopping and adhere to social distancing guidelines. 

	Include Additional Information for Field or Laboratory Research Plan, if need be form field: Part-time temporary summer employees will assist with fertilizing for up to 1 week between June 1 and June 15.  The exact dates will differ based on the availability of the technicians.  These people will be on small crews (2-5 people), possibly including a crew from Miami University of Ohio. 

Summer interns: The interns will conduct field research between June 6 and August 14. Each intern will be guided in the design of an independent research project and will interact remotely with senior research scientists. Interns will have the opportunity to present their results at the annual Hubbard Brook Cooperators Meeting in July, which will be held virtually again this year.
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