  Middle States Standard 8: Student Admissions and Retention

                              Admissions Philosophy and Practices

Admission to SUNY-ESF is selective and, due to the specialized nature of the academic programs, particular attention is paid to the ‘fit’ between our academic and cocurricular offerings and applicants’ interests and abilities in the review of individual credentials.
Staff members in the Office of Undergraduate Admissions review more than 2,200 undergraduate applications each year.  They select freshman and transfer applicants for admission on behalf of the College Faculty (using agreed upon criteria) and communicate all undergraduate admissions decisions.  Applicant selection is focused primarily on the academic strengths demonstrated through an applicant’s high school and/or college level course work, with a special emphasis placed on mathematics and science preparation and the fit with the applicant’s desired academic program (major).  Nationally-normed college entrance examinations are an additional important factor in admission.  Other considerations include personal recommendations, student activities, diversity (including state residency) and other information requested through the application process.  A required application essay carries considerable weight in selection.
Students are asked to identify their desired academic program at the time of application.  They have options to identify a “first choice” and a “second choice” program, or to indicate that they are undecided on a program.  Offers of admission are made for specific academic programs, but program changes following enrollment are frequent and easy to accomplish.  

Admissions criteria may vary slightly among ESF’s academic departments based on curriculum requirements and the number of applications received.  Strength in mathematics and science is expected for most programs, but creative arts talent and course work is helpful for landscape architecture applicants, and technical course work can help to demonstrate an aptitude for engineering or technology-based programs.    
SUNY-ESF is among the most selective institutions in the State University of New York.  Applicants are encouraged to visit campus to gain a better understanding of what is expected for successful consideration for admission.
The College offers an Early Action admissions plan, as well as a Regular Decision admissions plan and a Guaranteed Transfer admissions plan for high school applicants.  All transfer students apply under a Regular Decision admissions plan.  Specific application deadlines and expected notification dates for admission decisions are set for each plan and communicated through our application instructions.
