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EFB 390
WILDLIFE ECOLOGY AND MANAGEMENT
INSTRUCTOR: Guy A. Baldassarre

OFFICE: 207 ILLICK

PHONE: 470-6739

EMAIL: gabaldas@mailbox.syr.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to thoroughly familiarize students with the fundamental principles and concepts of wildlife management so as to provide an understanding of wildlife populations, habitats, and management of both.  This “familiarization” comes via lectures, recitations, and outside readings.
TEXTS: 


Leopold, A.  A Sand County Almanac. Ballentine Books. ISBN 0-345-29531-5.


Kurlansky, Mark. Cod: A Biography of the Fish that Changed the World.


ISBN 0-1402-7501-0


McNamee, T. 1997. The Return of the Wolf to Yellowstone. Henry Holt and Company.


ISBN 0-8050-5792-7.


Safina, C. 1997. Song for the Blue Ocean. Henry Holt and Company. 


ISBN 0-8050-6122-3


Louv, R. Last Child in the Woods. 2005. Algonquin Books.


ISBN 1-56512-391-3 
FORMAT: The course will consist of lectures, outside reading, recitation, and discussion.    I usually will provide any handouts before we actually discuss that topic in class.  This approach is designed to minimize if not eliminate note-taking time and maximize discussion and listening time.  There is no formal text for the book. Instead you will read FIVE books. 
GRADING: There will be 2 tests in the course: 2 regular exams weighted equally.



Additionally, there will be an oral presentation in recitation that will be weighted 


equally with the 2 exams in lecture (see below).  


Students who are wildlife science majors MUST join the national chapter of 


The Wildlife Society (TWS).  Failure to join TWS has a simply penalty—


failure for the course.
ATTENDANCE: I take attendance, end of story. You lose 1 point off your final average for every lecture absence, and 2 points for a recitation absence.    
______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAM DATES: FIRST: 9 March; SECOND: 27 April

COURSE OBJECTIVES

(1) Students must become familiar with the wildlife resource in a way that inspires life-long learning so they become strong, capable stewards of those resources wherein they constantly act in an intelligent, informed, logical, and professional manner while making decisions that affect the wildlife resource either directly or indirectly.   

(2) As the stewards of the wildlife resource, students must acquire a working knowledge of the following, and be willing to stay abreast and aware of new information. 

(A) the principles underlying annual and long-term fluctuations in the abundance of wildlife populations (population dynamics).

(B) the relations that exist between animal populations and their habitats, particularly as related to the health and quality of those species and the habitats upon which they depend to survive and reproduce. 


(C) the role of the annual cycle as it relates to the survival and reproduction of wildlife.


(D) the extent, importance, and techniques for protecting biodiversity–wild life. 


(E) the role of people in wildlife management, both in the United States and abroad.


(F) everything else.

(3) The final objective will be to familiarize students with the following:


(A) the values of the wildlife resource, and basic technical skills to manage it.


(B) the historical background of human–wildlife relationships.

(C) the characteristics, training, career opportunities, and philosophy of the professional wildlife scientist.

(D) federal, state, private, and international organizations involved with conservation of wildlife resources in North America and around the world.


(E) contemporary topics in wildlife management.

________________________________________________________________________                                            

          READING ORDER
              Sand County Almanac


  Cod 

 Return of the Wolf to Yellowstone

             Song for the Blue Ocean (NOTE: Read Book Two: Northwest)

                                                                                  

                         Last Child in the Woods


+
RECITATION PRESENTATION

For recitation, each student will present a 10-minute talk on any topic related to wild life.

These presentations should be in Power Point format and accompanied by a list of your references.  Web-based references are fine but you must also include 4-5 references from the primary literature. Primary literature is that contained in professional journals like Journal of Wildlife Management, Conservation Biology, Journal of Field Ornithology, etc.  I grade the presentations 50% on content and 50% on your presentation style.
