Introduction to Environmental Interpretation
EFB 416/ 616
Fall 2010

Tuesdays and Thursdays Illick Room 12, 11:00 - 12:20

Instructor: Dr. Beth Folta
Office: Illick 356, 470-4938
Email: efolta@esf.edu
Backboard: blackboard.syr.edu
Office Hours: Tuesdays & Wednesdays 1-3 pm, Thursdays 9-10 am and by appointment.
Teaching Assistant: Catherine Landis

Office: Illick 501/504
Office Hours: TBA
Required Textbook: Environmental Interpretation: A Practical Guide for People with Big Ideas and Small Budgets, Sam H. Ham, ISBN 1-55591-902-2. This text can be found at the bookstore.
Course Goal:
Introduce students to interpretive and educational concepts. Help students develop basic interpretive skills for a variety of different types of programs and audiences. 
Course Objectives:
1. Students will understand the basic concepts of interpretation and the history behind interpretation.

2. Students will be able to create different types of lesson plans.

3. Students will be able to present their own interpretive program by the end of the semester.
Course Schedule:

	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment
	Assignment Due

	8/31
	Introduction to Course
	
	

	9/2
	Interpretive Experience *
	· Ham – Chapter 1
· Beck & Cable, 2002

· Cable & Cadden, 2006
	

	9/7
	What is Interpretation?
	· Mills – Forward, Children of My Trail School, The Evolution of Nature Guiding
· Tilden – Chapter 1
	Reading Quiz 1

	9/9
	History of Interpretation
	
	

	9/14
	Interpretive Concepts & Principles
	· Douglas et al. – Chapter 5
· Silverman & Masberg, 2001

· Yamada & Knapp, 2009
	

	9/16
	Know your Audience/ Know your Setting
	· Ham – Chapter 2
· Tarlton & Ward, 2006

· Foundations of Interpretation – Making Connections1
	Reading Quiz 2

	9/21
	Individual Service Plans
	
	

	9/23
	Create an ISP
	· O’Brien & Pease, 2004
· Ernst, 2007
	Final Day to Register for PLT

	9/28
	Lesson Plans
	
	ISP Due

	9/30
	Create a Lesson Plan
	· Ham – Chapter 3
· Knapp & Benton, 2004
· Optional: Foundations of Interpretation – What Skills Do Interpreters Need? & How do you do interpretation?
	

	10/5
	How to Create a Presentation/ Types of Programs
	
	Lesson Plan Due

	10/7
	Workday2
	
	

	10/12
	Workday2 - cameras available
	· Douglas et al. – Chapter 19

· Beckmann, 1999
	

	10/14
	Evaluating a Program
	
	

	10/19
	Case history: Communications Plan for Onondaga Lake/
Resources
	· Ham - Chapter 4 (pp. 77-85, start again with props section 95-123)
· Fuhrman & Ladewig, 2008
	

	10/21
	Visual Aids/ Audio Aids
	
	Reflection Due

	10/23
	Project Learning Tree
	
	

	10/26
	Technology in Programs
	· Ham – Chapter 5
	

	10/28
	Interpretive Walks*
	
	

	11/2
	Games*
	· Ham – Chapter 6
	

	11/4
	Other Types of Activities/ Interpretation using non-traditional methods
	· Ham – Chapter 9
	

	11/9
	Nature Trail Design
	
	Group Lesson Plan Draft Due

	11/11
	Interpreting Self-guiding Nature Trails
	· Lewis – Chapter 7
	

	11/16
	Adapting on the Fly (a.k.a. how to handle the unexpected)*
	· Ham – Chapter 8

· Winter et al., 1998

· Optional:  Moscardo, 1999
	

	11/18
	Interpretive Media (brochures, websites, signs, etc.)
	
	

	11/23
	Team 1
	
	Final Group Lesson Plan Draft Due

	11/30
	Team 2
	
	

	12/2
	Team 3
	
	

	12/7
	Team 4
	
	

	12/9
	Team 5
	
	Nature Trail Evaluation Due

	Final
	Team 6 & 7 Presentations
	
	


1 Foundation of Interpretation is a free online course (http://www.eppley.org/elearning/course-catalog/interpretation). Please register for the course and read the sections listed including all subsections. 

2 These two days are a chance for you to conduct your programs for your reflection assignment. The TA will have video cameras available for use on Tuesday Oct. 12. 
* Days scheduled to be outdoors.
Reading Assignments: All reading assignments will come from the required textbook or I will provide you with a copy on blackboard. The reading assignments are listed in the schedule above on the day they are assigned and are expected to be read by the next class session.
Quizzes: There will be two announced reading quizzes and two unannounced reading quizzes. Each quiz will be worth 50 points of your total grade. Your lowest quiz grade will be dropped. There will be no make-up quizzes given, except if you have an acceptable excuse for missing class and notified me in advance that you would be missing.
Project Descriptions:
Lesson Plans: Each student will be expected to turn in two lesson plans (75 points each). One lesson plan will use the National Park Service format. The other lesson plan will be designed to meet the needs of a school program. There will be an in-class workday for each lesson plan; because of this no late lesson plans will be accepted. You are expected to be in class on the workdays. A grading rubric will be posted in blackboard closer to the project.
Self-reflection: Each student will design a short 5-minute interpretive program. It is recommended, but not required to use the same theme from the lesson plan. The student must present the program to a group outside of class or to classmates during the two given workdays. The programs must be videotaped. After presenting the program watch the tape and write a self-reflection on the experience and evaluate the areas that need to be improved. You will be expected to provide a copy of the recording and the reflection (125 points). A grading rubric will be posted in blackboard closer to the project.

Nature Trail Evaluation: Each student will be expected to evaluate/critique a nature trail on design and interpretive properties (75 points). Graduate students will also be expected to add a thematic map showing how they would redesign the interpretive component of the nature trail.
Group Interpretive Program: The class will be divided into seven groups. Each group will be given one class period or half of the final exam period to present an interpretive program. The theme of the program is up to the group, but the instructors will give each group a specific audience for their program. Each group will be expected to create a lesson plan for the program, give a short PowerPoint presentation as part of the program and include 2 short activities and/ or experiences (250 points). The lesson plan will be due in advance of the presentation. A draft lesson plan with topic, timeframe, and potential activities will be due on November 9th and the final version of the lesson plan will be due on November 23rd. We should be able to follow along in your lesson plan the day your group presents. Activities can be indoors or outdoors. The two should include at least one original activity and/or experience developed by the group. All group members will be expected to present some part of the program and be actively involved with the activities. A grading rubric will be posted in blackboard closer to the project. For this project you will be evaluated by your teammates, classmates, and the instructors.
Note: For projects I will have my entire educational library available for you all to use. Feel free to stop by my office and browse through different curriculum guides and resources to get ideas for your projects. 

Late Assignments: No late assignments will be accepted. Please let me know if there is a special circumstance where you will not be able to turn an assignment in on time.
Participation: All students are expected to attend, be prepared, and actively participate in all classes (50 points). If you are going to miss a class please notify me in advance. If you notify me in advance I will be happy to sit down with you and go over the material that you missed.
Project Learning Tree Workshop: This workshop will be offered mid semester on a Saturday (10/23) from 9 am – 3pm. Please bring a lunch with you. The workshop is not required, but is recommended. Project Learning Tree is an environmental education curriculum guide series that was created by the American Forest Foundation. The purpose of this workshop is to introduce you to the guides and help you start building your own resource library. All who attend will receive ~3 free guides and as an added incentive 50 bonus points will be awarded for those that attend. If you would like to attend you must notify me by 9/23. After that date depending on the number of sign-ups the workshop will be opened to the rest of the department and the education students at SU. 
Grades: Grades will be assigned based on the following scale:

Total Points


Percentage


 Final Grade

800 - 740


100 - 93



A

739 - 716


92 - 90



A -

715 - 692


89 - 87



B +

691 - 656


86 - 83



B

655 - 636


82 - 80



B -

635 - 612


79 - 77



C+

611 - 580


76 - 73



C

579 - 556


72 - 70



C -

555 - 476


69 - 60



D

< 476



< 60




F

Common Courtesies:

· Some classes will be held outside. Please be dressed appropriately for the weather. 
· Please turn your cell phone off before entering class. In other words I don’t want to see or hear your cell phones during class time.
· Please be on time for class.
· If you need to leave early please let me know at the beginning of class and sneak out quietly.

· Participation in class discussion is encouraged, but idle chatter with your friends during class is not.
