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This course has two main components: (1) hands-on experience via exercises in solving the sorts of problems typically encountered by conservation biologists, and (2) discussion focused on timely topics in conservation biology.  The course is intended to augment the lecture-based Introduction to Conservation Biology by providing “hands-on” experience and direct knowledge of problem-solving methods and concepts as they relate to a wide range of biodiversity conservation issues.  Weekly topics range from management of genetic diversity, analysis and modeling of populations, ecosystem management, and the public policy process.  The course is also intended to help you achieve proficiency with information processing, critical thinking, written and oral communication skills needed by conservation professionals in the field today.  Class is restricted to EFB students with declared major in Conservation Biology or by permission.  Pre- or co-requisite: EFB 413, Introduction to Conservation Biology.
Schedule:

The schedule is somewhat dynamic as we take advantage of various opportunities that arise during the semester.  Class exercises and other supporting material are available at the course website: 
www.esf.edu/efb/gibbs/efb419/
This website evolves through the semester.  You will need the text Problem-solving in conservation biology by Gibbs, Hunter and Sterling, which presents the exercises with which we will be working (available Follett’s Orange bookstore as well as Syracuse U. bookstore).  Original articles for a few meetings will be posted on the website.
Grading:

Performance written summaries of exercises = 75%

Performance in debates and other in-class exercises = 15%

Contributions to in-class discussions = 10%

