ESF Carbon Neutral by 2015 (ECN 2015) Summary of Targets & Focus
SUNY ESF is committed to expanding sustainability efforts on campus, in the local community, and beyond. Two fundamental prerequisites of a sustainable and prosperous human society are a healthy environment and a stable climate.  In 2007 ESF became a charter signatory of the American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment, where ESF President Dr. Murphy set a target date of June 30th, 2015 for achieving institution-wide carbon neutrality.

Quantified CO2 and Energy Reduction Goals:

The table below provides the target reductions by category and in aggregate for all climate & sustainability initiatives at ESF 2007 - 2015.
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ECN2015 organizes all sustainability projects 2007-2015 into five major categories as follows... 

1. Energy Conservation Measures: energy audits, energy saving renovations, technology & facilities upgrades. 

 15 Initiatives 

 1,100+ MTCO2e/yr Offset 

 Target 10% Reduction in Carbon Footprint 

2. Alternative Energy Projects: on-site green and renewable energy projects to power existing buildings. 

 14 Initiatives 

 1,600+ MTCO2e/yr Offset 

 Target 15% Reduction in Carbon Footprint 

3. Green-Building Energy Systems: systems design of new construction to include advanced Biomass Fired Combined Heat and Power (CHP) energy systems. Ultra efficient building envelopes allow excess energy and emission-offsets from the system to flow to surrounding buildings. 

 1 Initiative (5 components) 

 2,700+ MTCO2e/yr Offset
 Target 22% Reduction in Carbon Footprint 

4. Campus Action Campaigns: campaigns among students, staff, and faculty for reduced energy use and emissions, policy changes, awareness, reduced waste, etc. 

 4 Initiatives

 400+ MTCO2e/yr Offset 

 Target 5% Reduction in Carbon Footprint 

5. Forest Carbon Sequestration: official analysis, designation, and management of select ESF Forest Properties to meet carbon sequestration & storage goals. 

 2 Initiatives 

 7,000+ MTCO2e/yr Offset 

 Target 55% Reduction in Carbon Footprint 

Additional Sustainability Efforts:
· Grounds Improvements - ESF has crafted an appealing and desirable vision for the campus grounds. Major themes of this vision include: 
· open space maximization 
· reduced turf grass 
· consistent and “leafy” green campus identity 
· Zen-like aesthetics 
· green communal spaces 
· water features and living storm water management 
· a landscape that teaches 
· a union of form and function. 

· Education - In addition to the hundreds of “sustainability focused” and “sustainability related” classes offered every year, ESF is continually striving to update its curriculum and degree programs to the highest industry and academic standards (see below for additional information) 

· Campus Action & Awareness - ESF realizes that campus action can be highly effective, efficient, and enjoyable form of energy conservation and sustainable practices. Fostering general awareness and specific initiatives will remain paramount to the success of current and future Campus Action Campaigns. 

· Student operated bicycle shop 

· Expanded bicycle parking facilities on campus 

· Better bicycle lanes and road signs in campus neighborhood 

· Green computing solutions 

· Campus vegetable garden 

· Increased recycling and solid waste reduction efforts 

The findings of ECN2015 indicate several important areas of focus for ESF moving forward: 

· Continue and increase efforts to foster awareness & involvement with sustainability & climate action projects among the campus community. 

· Publicize & expand sustainability efforts to the local community and beyond. 

· Closely monitor & adjust plans, progress, & goals as necessary. 

· Continue growing ESF’s portfolio of sustainability efforts. 
