EST 200:  CULTURAL ECOLOGY

SPRING 2011

Lectures:  

Wed. and Fri.  9:30-10:25 am MARSHALL AUDITORIUM
 Discussion section: (fill in).  MONDAY_______Time_____________Location
Professor:

Mary Ann C. Keenan, 114 Marshall Hall

Tel. 470-6572, email: mkeenan@esf.edu

Office Hours: Wednesday & Friday 10:30 - 11:30 and by appointment

Discussion Section Times, Locations and Teaching Assistants:

Sec. M001 Monday 9:30 a.m. Walters Hall Room 210

        Eliza Czolowski -- edczolow@syr.edu

Sec. M002 Monday 9:30 a.m. Bray Hall Room 313

        Imran Khalid--- iskhalid@syr.edu 

Sec. M003 Monday 10:35 a.m. Baker Hall Room 141 

        Dinesh Moghariya – dmoghari@syr.edu

Sec. M004 Monday 10:35 a.m. Walters Hall Room 210  

        Eliza Czolowski -- edczolow@syr.edu
Sec. M005 Monday 9:30 a.m. Baker Hall Room 141

        Dinesh Moghariya – dmoghari@syr.edu
Discussion sections: 

Once a week on Monday you will meet with your Teaching Assistant, at that time you will have the opportunity to:             

(A) Ask questions concerning the concepts, definitions, and perspectives presented in texts, videos, and lectures; 

(B) To discuss the course lectures, your research, interviewing, observations, and research papers.

ATTENDANCE WILL BE TAKEN AND PARTICIPATION IS EXPECTED.

COURSE:
This introductory social science course provides an overview of the basic adaptive strategies developed by humans focusing particularly on non-Western world cultures, past and present – in order to provide:

1) alternative perspectives on contemporary environmental problems and 

2) guidance for environmental practitioners working with contemporary non-Western communities.  

Non-Western is here defined as including those cultures with historical roots outside of Canada, the USA, & Europe. Also included as non western are Native Americans (whose roots can be found in North American as well as outside of North America).  Asians, Africans, and Pacific Islanders not living in technologically developed areas of the world
are also be included as non western.  Cultural differences in values, environmental knowledge, and communication styles will be analyzed with reference to formulating mechanisms that can improve consultation, co-management, and joint decision-making regarding shared resources.  Unfortunately the news is presenting examples of this need in Australia, Brazil, and Sudan as I prepare this syllabus (1/18/2011).

The course includes discussions on the meaning of culture: including food getting techniques, language, economic systems, marriage and family relationships, gender expectations, residence patterns, political organizations, art and belief systems of humans here and across the world.  

Using readings, videos, discussions, and classroom activities, students increase their understanding of cultural differences affecting environmental practice. 

In discussion sections, students participate in small group projects and peer critiques, while learning to give and receive constructive criticism.  

The course looks at the “other” (people from other societies) as part of the human continuum.

Objectives:

After completing this course, the student should be able to:

1. Explain the interactions of culture and environment while examining the four basic food procurement strategies of human societies.  

2. Describe the most important environmental and social factors which influence each of these strategies.

3. Assess the relationship between indigenous/traditional knowledge and modern/ scientific knowledge.

4. Identify cultural values and adaptive histories that affect environmental practice in various non-Western contexts. 

Relationship to curriculum and other courses:

EST 200 offers students basic cultural information concerning human variation in adaptation and resource management beyond the traditions of Western Civilization and related globalization processes.  It is open to all disciplines at ESF and SU with no pre-requisites for taking the course. 

COURSE BOOKS

Textbooks: are available at Follett’s Orange Bookstore in Marshall Square Mall, 720 University Ave.  (Used texts are available for both).

1. Introduction to Cultural Ecology by Sutton and Anderson new $39.95, used $29.95 rent $19.48.

2. Mexican Rural Development and the Plumed Serpent by Faust new $34.95 new, 

used $26.20.

3. additional readings will be provided. 

Requirements:

MIDTERM EXAM                                 
25% 

FINAL EXAM                                         
25%

RESEARCH PAPER                               
20%
DISCUSSION SECTION                       
30%

IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT YOU WILL ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE IN CLASS DISCUSSIONS.
GRADING:

The grades for each part will be added together to equal 100%. 

A- 89, 90, 91       A 92 - 100

B- 79, 80, 81       B 82, 83, 84         B+ 85, 86, 87, 88

C- 69, 70, 71      C 72, 73, 74,        C+ 75, 76, 77, 78

D 59-68

F 58-0 

The teaching assistants will grade research papers, fieldwork, and observation, with supervision by the professor.  

Midterm and final exams will be machine graded, and will include material presented in lecture and discussion sections, in addition to that found in the textbooks and readings.  There will be no make-ups for quizzes.  Make-ups for the mid-term and the final exams will be given only when an official excuse of the absence has been approved by Prof. Keenan; in no case the exam will not be given in advance of the scheduled exam date.    

Protocol:  By continuing as a registered student in this course, I agree:  

1. To contribute to a good learning environment for all students in the lecture hall and the discussion classrooms. 
2. To bring any problems or questions not resolved in class to office hours (see above) or make an appointment for consultation in order to get help as quickly as possible and not fall behind. 
3. To provide an official note from a medical Doctor or from the Dean if requesting a make-up for a missed exam.  
4. To be responsible for getting class notes, assignments, instructions for projects, etc., from other students when absent from class. 

5. To read the student handbook and understand my rights and responsibilities as presented therein.  

WEEK OF Jan. 17:  read Sutton Chapter I  

            MON.  NO CLASS.  

            WED.  Introduction to the study of Human Behavior. 

            FRI.     Learning and Adaptation, Cultural Anthropology, and Cultural  

                         Ecology.

WEEK OF Jan. 24: read Sutton Chapter 2

MON.  Meet with you TA, learn their name and how to spell it, write down

your section number and remember it for exams, go over the     requirements for discussion section, expectations, assignments and readings.  
WED.  Course outline, instructions for Observation, Interview, & Research

             Paper.

                         Lecture on Cultural Relativism, Human Evolution, Ecology, and 

                         Culture. 

                         Observation Instructions. (Observation Assignment Due Feb. 7)
             FRI.    Film clip on the Yanomamo, discussion on Culture and Cultural
                          Diffusion. 

WEEK OF Jan 31: read as directed in your discussion sections

MON.  Discussion of the lectures given by Prof. Keenan.

            Review of Instructions for Observation.              
WED.  Social Science Theory.
            FRI.     Ecology and Theory. 

 Instructions on Interview Assignment (Interview Assignment Due Feb. 21)


WEEK OF Feb. 7: read Sutton as directed in your discussion sections              
MON.  Discussion on Lectures. Observation  Due

            WED.  Language and Communication

FRI.     Language video

Research Paper Instructions (Research Paper Due April 11)
WEEK OF Feb. 14: read as directed in your discussion sections 
            MON.  READ
            WED.   Foragers: the social implications of a low impact adaptation.

            FRI.
 Video clip on food collectors, and lecture.

WEEK OF Feb. 21: read as directed in your discussion sections
            MON.
 Discuss and presentations. Interview Assignment Due. 
WED.
 Horticulturalists: Gardening, slash and burn, domesticated forests and the people who manage them.  


FRI.     Video selection on Horticulturalists and lecture 

WEEK OF Feb. 28: read as directed in your discussion sections
MON. Observations Returned.  Discussion on readings and review of students interviews, with emphasis on the Interview Process over content.  
WED.  Nomadic Pastoralism: Managing animals and  trade with neighbors,    FRI.     Great video clip of Pastoralism, Intensive Agriculture 

WEEK OF March 7: review as directed in your discussion sections           
            MON. Discussion on interview experience, Chapters, & 

                        Lecture review for midterm.

WED.
review for midterm.
            FRI.
MIDTERM
SPRING BREAK MARCH 13-MARCH 21
WEEK OF March 21: read as directed in your discussion sections
         MON. Review of Sutton and Faust, Lectures & Discussion.
                     What is your Research Paper Topic?
            WED.
Marriage & Family
            FRI.
Residence Patterns
WEEK OF March 28: read as directed in your discussion sections
            MON. Midterm Results. 

                        Discussion on readings. 
                        Research Paper due 4/11. 
            WED. ARTIFACT DAY
FRI.    Kinship
WEEK OF April 4: read as directed in your discussion sections
            MON. Presentations on readings.

WED.
Political Organization, Groups and Associations.
            FRI.    Class and Caste.

WEEK OF April 11: read as directed in your discussion sections
            MON.
 RESEARCH PAPER DUE.  

                         Discussion and group exercises based on readings.
            WED.  Belief Systems Religion, Magic and Witchcraft.
            FRI.     Art. What is it, and what does it mean in a culture?

WEEK OF APRIL 18: read as directed in your discussion sections

MON.  Presentations on the readings.
            WED.  Future of our world.
            FRI.     FINAL LECTURE.
WEEK OF April 25:  PREPARATION FOR FINAL.
            MON.  Review for final exam.  Bring the Study Guide that we emailed you                            to class.  Questions, Return of all outstanding work, final class reports.
            WED.  Research Paper Returned.  Film: Playing With Poison (don’t miss this           film, it’s about YOU).
            FRI.     CLASS REVIEW Bring to class the study guide emailed to you. 
                         FINAL REVIEW Sutton & Faust Readings.
WEEK of May 1

           MON. Review for exam

FINAL EXAM 

In the event of unexpected circumstances it may be necessary to modify this syllabus.  Any changes will be announced in class and through email.  It is the responsibility of the student to have a functional email account throughout the entire semester.  Additionally it is the responsibility of those students who are absent from class to check with a fellow student concerning any announcements in lecture or discussion sections regarding changes.   

