EST 626: Concepts and Principles of Sustainable Development 

Spring 2011      11:40 – 1:00

Instructor: Jack Manno, Associate Professor, Department of Environmental Studies

211A Marshall, 470-6816, jpmanno@mailbox.syr.edu
Weekly Office hours 

Tuesdays 12:00 – 3:00, Thursdays 10:00 – 12:00 and by appointment

Learning Outcomes:
At the end of this class the student will be able to:

· Define, explain and give examples of concepts and principles of sustainable development, including fundamental ideas of ecological economics. 

· Evaluate public policy approaches with regard to sustainable development principles. 

· Discuss the history of international development with specific attention to the relationship between environment and development. 

· Describe and defend sustainable development indicators based on measures of human wellbeing and environmental impact. 

· Provide examples of policy initiatives and projects to achieve high levels of human wellbeing with high levels of environmental quality. 

· Provide and explain examples of how individuals apply concepts and principles of sustainable development in their work and personal lives.

Rationale and Overview of the Course
Course Requirements
This is a very participatory course. It is designed to engage you personally. My belief as an instructor is that learning happens best when it is directly related to your goals and interests. The purpose of this course is to sharpen our thinking in relation to the concepts and principles development. Students will be asked to do personal exploration into their role as professionals, scholars, producers and consumers. You will often receive questions to guide your reading and for discussion in class. Students will be asked at random for their input. Poor preparation will be noted and will affect participation grade. 

All students are required to write a profile of an individual who is contributing to solving the problem of sustainable development. Students must submit a profile proposal by the end of September. You must receive my approval for your topic or the final paper will not be accepted. Guidelines will be handed out in class. 

Students will also work in teams do a project exploring the relationship between wellbeing and energy and material consumption, including thresholds, in an effort to identify potential examples of sustainable development. Guidelines will be handed out. 

There will be a take home mid-term and final exam. 

Expectations
I expect that you will:

· be at every class session (unless excused in advance) on time,

· be active listeners to whoever is speaking,

· complete reading assignments prior to class, 

· complete and turn in writing assignments on time,

· be active learners and teachers as exhibited through thoughtful participation by asking questions and contributing thoughtfully to classroom discussion,

· treat each other and the instructor with courtesy and respect.

 You should expect me:

· to serve as a facilitator of learning for the students collectively and individually,

· to come to class prepared,

· to be accessible to students outside class time, and to serve as an effective consultant to the student in their learning,

· to assist students in finding additional resources when needed to reach the expected learning outcomes.

Textbook
The textbook will be available at Follett's Orange Bookstore in Marshall Square Mall and perhaps at the University Bookstore at the Schine Student Center

Ecological Economics: Principles and Applications, by Herman Daly and Joshua Farley, Island Press, 2004.

All additional readings will be available electronically.

Grading
Final grades will be calculated as follows:

· Profile: 15% 

· Profile presentation 5% 

· Midterm exam: 20%

· Final exam: 20% 

· Group research project and presentation: 20 % 

· Participation: 10%

· Homework 10%

COURSE SCHEDULE
	Date
	Topic
	Reading

	1/19

Class 1
	Introduction - Sustainable Development – the problem-posing approach
	Introductions and Review of Syllabus

	1/21

Class 2
	International Development and Environmental Sustainability
	Manno. 2009. Environmental Sustainability/Sufficiency

	1/26

Class 3
	continued
	Korten (1991), The Economist (2010) 

	1/28

Class 4
	continued


	Guha (1989) , Redclift (2005)

	2/2

Class 5
	Continued, discussion of thresholds, team project
	Princen (2010) ; Max-Neef (1995)
Profile Proposal Due

	2/4

Class 6
	Continued 
	Lovins (1976) Hall, Hall et al (2003) 

	2/9

Class 7
	Continued
	Rees 2002. Sustainability Indicators Project Proposal Due

	2/11

Class 8
	Continued
	Princen, Schmidt-Bleek, Speth

Forming Project Teams.

	2/16

Class 9
	Solutions
	Barkin (2000), WWF Africa report 

	 2/18Class 10
	Solutions
	Meadows (2009). Barnes & McKibben (2009) 

	2/23

Class 11
	Solutions
	Ostrom (2010), Roman et al (2010)

	2/25

Class 12
	Solutions
	Fox-Penner (2010), Speth (2010)

	3/2

Class 13
	Introduction to Ecological Economics s
	Midterm Exam handed out 

Daly and Farley, Textbook Ch1-3 

	3/9

Class 14
	The nature of resources and the resources of nature


	Midterm Exam handed due 

Daly & Farley Ch. 4

	3/11

Class 15
	Market Failures GNP and Welfare
	Textbook Ch. 10-13 

	3/2 Class 16
	Money and Its History
	Textbook: Chapter 14




	3/25

Class 16
	Distribution
	Textbook: Chapter 15

	3/30

Class 17
	International Trade & Globalization
	Textbook: Chapter 17 & 18

	4/6

Class 18
	International Flows and Macroeconomic Policy 
	Textbook: Chapter 19

	4/8

Class 19
	Film: Life & Debt
	

	4/13

Class 20
	Panel and discussion
	

	4/15

Class 21
	Policy Design Principles, Policy Options – Sustainable Scale
	Textbook Ch. 20 & 21, Reader: “The Role of Government,” from The Natural Advantage of Nations” Translation Day

	4/20

Class 22
	Policy Options – Just Distribution & Efficient Allocation
	Textbook: Ch. 22 & 23

	4/22

Class 23
	No class
	Easter Break

	4/27

Class 24
	Profile Presentations
	Profile Projects Due

	4/29

Class 25
	Team Presentations
	Final exam handed out

	5/4 – 5/11
	
	Final Team Projects Due 5/4

Final exam due 5/10


