FOR132 – FNRM ORIENTATION SEMINAR

Fall 2010

Fridays, 1:50 - 2:45 pm

148 Baker Lab
Professors:

Dr. Diane Kuehn, Assistant Professor, Department of Forest and Natural Resources Management

310A Bray Hall; Phone: 470-6561; E-mail: dmkuehn@esf.edu 

Dr. David Newman, Chair, Department of Forest and Natural Resources Management

320 Bray Hall; E-mail: dnewman@esf.edu

Teaching Assistant:

Evisa Abolina, 411 Bray Hall
E-mail: eabolina@syr.edu
Class objectives: 

Objective #1: explore the forest and natural resources management professions 

Objective #2: elevate awareness in and of the rich outdoor environment of both the Syracuse campus and Heiberg Forest

Objective #3: begin student/faculty interactions that will provide some foundation for working together over the years

Objective #4: expedite development of written communication skills, and interpersonal dialog and development expected of a professional

Class Blackboard Website:

Http://blackboard.syr.edu
Class theme: 

Nature, naturalness, and natural values exist (or do they?) in human-dominated landscapes. 

Background:

This course is jointly taught by professors from the Department of Forest and Natural Resources management and ESF Student Life staff. Student Life provides an introduction to ESF and to skills necessary for success. The Department of Forest and Natural Resources Management introduce students to what forest and natural resources are, what forest and natural resource managers do, their social contract with the public and role as foresters and natural resource management professionals in society, and the integration of biophysical, socio-economic, and ethical dimensions of forest and natural resource management. 

This year’s theme was chosen as a vehicle for students and faculty to achieve the four class objectives listed above. Many values that people desire from the environment are centered on the degree of available and perceived naturalness. Health, integrity and sustainability of environmental systems, forests and otherwise, are “naturally” linked to nature and naturalness. ESF campuses are human-dominated and are somewhat representative of issues and elements of natural values and management. We will use two campuses—Syracuse main and Heiberg Forest—to learn about nature, naturalness, and natural values in human-dominated landscapes, among other things about the forest and natural resource professions. 

Requirements: 

Attendance: This is an interactive, discussion-oriented class. As such, student participation is critical. Students are required to attend each Friday class, as well as the Saturday fieldtrip.  Final grades will be reduced by 2% for each missed class and 5% if the Saturday fieldtrip is missed. 

Homework assignments: A weekly class homework assignment with a question specific to each speaker’s presentation will be filled out by each student from notes taken during class lecture or the field trip. Homework should be typed in 12 pt. font, on the homework form from the class Blackboard website (Http://blackboard.syr.edu). Completed forms should be turned in to the TA at the beginning of the class session on the date on which they are due. 

Communications: All written reports and e-mail communications should follow the guidelines established in the Department of Forest and Natural Resources Management communications handbook entitled “Handbook for Effective, Professional Communication” (Version 1.1, Fall 2008).

Grading: All writings will be graded for content (90%) and spelling and grammar (10%). Each spelling or grammatical error will result in a 1% reduction in grade for that writing assignment, up to 10% of the grade. Late assignments will be reduced in grade by 10% per day for each day late, up to a maximum of 40%. 

Grading is as follows:


Requirement
Percent of Grade



Homework assignments
  75%


Saturday field trip participation
  5


Class attendance & participation
  20



TOTAL
100% 

Safety:  

Safety hazards are normal ones associated with walking and working in forest and field while taking measurements or making observations. In association with each field trip, you will be reminded about safe in-woods/in-field practices pertinent to activities for that day. Safety policies of the Department of Forest and Natural Resources Management require the following for all forest field labs and trips: hard hat (OSHA approved), long pants, and boots (no flip-flops or shorts, please). This applies to all students in all labs and trips unless otherwise announced. 
Please purchase a hard hat (available at most hardware stores) by October 1 – you will need it for some of the outdoor lectures and field trip, and will use it during the summer program here at ESF. The label inside the hardhat should read: ANSI  Z89.1, Type I, class E & G. Hardhats that are easily adjustable work best.
All walking field lectures and trips will be taken as scheduled, so prepare yourself for inclement weather and field conditions. 

Field Equipment:  

For field lectures and trips it may be useful to bring a clipboard for note taking. A clear bag or other means is recommended to cover the clipboard for writing in inclement weather. Field lectures and trips will be conducted in most any type of weather condition.

Class schedule:

All classes will be held in Baker 148 unless otherwise noted on the schedule below.
	Date
	Topic
	Lecturer
	Assignments

Due

	Friday, 9/3
	Introduction
	Dr. Diane Kuehn 
	

	Friday, 9/10
	No class
	
	

	Friday, 9/17
	Classroom civility and academic integrity
	Student Life staff
	

	Friday, 9/24
	From Academic to Career Success
	Student Life staff
	

	Friday, 10/1
	Old growth policy 
	Dr. Robert Malmsheimer 
	

	Saturday, 10/2**

	Heiberg Forest field trip**

(Meet at bus pickup area on Standart St. at 8:15 AM; return by 1:30 PM)
	Drs. Germain and Nowak
	Dress for cool weather and rain; boots or sturdy shoes (over the ankle) and hardhat required. Bring a lunch, drink, clipboard (covered with clear plastic bag), paper, and pencil.

	Friday, 10/8
	Moon Library tour (meet in 110 Moon Library)
	Ms. Jo Anne Ellis
	Homework for Dr. Malmsheimer’s presentation due

	Friday, 10/15**
	Mt. Olympus soils**
	Dr. Russ Briggs
	Homework for the field trip due

	Friday, 10/22
	Advising and registration
	Student Life staff
	Homework for Dr. Brigg’s presentation due

	Friday, 10/29*
	Oaks, Robin Hood and otherwise*
	Dr. Chris Nowak 
	

	Friday, 11/5
	How much is a tree worth?
OR

Biotechnology and trees
	Dr. David Newman
OR

Dr. Charles Maynard
	Homework for Dr. Nowak’s presentation due 

	Friday, 11/12*
	The Campus Pond*
	Dr. John Stella
	Homework for Dr. Newman’s OR Dr. Maynard’s presentation due

	Friday, 11/19*
	Outdoor recreation*
	Dr. Diane Kuehn
	Homework for Dr. Stella’s presentation due 

	Friday, 11/26
	No class
	
	

	Friday, 12/3
	How much is a tree worth?
OR

Biotechnology and trees
	Dr. David Newman
OR

Dr. Charles Maynard
	Homework for Dr. Kuehn’s presentation due

	Friday, 12/10
	International opportunities at ESF; career discussion; Course wrap-up 
	Drs. Newman, Drew,

& Kuehn 
	Homework for Dr. Newman’s OR Dr. Maynard’s presentation due


*Class will meet in 148 Baker but will be held outdoors. Dress for inclement weather if needed and wear long pants and sturdy footwear (NO flip-flops or sandals).
**Class will require walking in forested areas. Dress for inclement weather and wear boots, pants, and hardhat.

