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ESF concluded its first three-year general education assessment cycle with the 2004-05 academic year.  The following table, based on preliminary discussions, outlines a second cycle implementation plan intended to reflect lessons learned in the first cycle and changing SUNY System guidelines and expectations.  
ESF’s refocused General Education assessment plan will focus faculty and administrative time, energy and attention on the following areas:

· Mathematics
· Basic Communications
· Critical Thinking
· Academic Environment
Rationale:  

1. There are unique challenges to assessing general education at ESF:

· ESF has a significant population of transfer students who come to ESF from as many as 50 different institutions each year both from within and outside SUNY, as well as beyond the borders of New York State.  Approximately 50% of our undergraduate students enter as first year students while the other 50% enter as transfer students. The large transfer population makes general education assessment especially vexing: it is difficult to collect and feed information back into course improvement and selection processes.  
· A significant percentage of general education courses are provided to our students from outside the direct control of our faculty and administration.  With the exception of natural science and basic communication, a significant percentage of our general education courses are provided through an accessory instructional contract through our sister institution, Syracuse University.  
· Another challenge stems from the fact that our faculty does not include the entire breadth of disciplinary knowledge required of students as set forth in the SUNY General Education guidelines.  This impacts our ability both to set threshold levels and assess student attainment.   

2. The data we are collecting to inform General Education accomplishments and improvements is rather “thin”. This is to say that, in contrast to some other SUNY schools, we are basing our results and recommendations on data derived from one and at most two courses in each of the various General Education areas.  
3. ESF’s curricula, including our General Education program, reside in the context of (A) expatiations and parameters established by ABET, SAF, ASLA and other accrediting and certifying bodies, (B) doctoral education and research, and (C) our specialized mission. 

4. A General Education assessment effort that focuses time, energy and attention on those outcomes areas that are truly and explicitly pertinent to all undergraduate programs will have greater efficacy in terms of both the information it yields and the follow-up considerations and actions to which it leads.  
5. All other General Education outcome areas will remain an important and valued part of our undergraduate education and will be considered within and as part of Academic Program review.  
6. This plan adheres to the guidelines and expectations for “Strengthened” Campus-based General Education Assessment.  
	Cycle
	Outcome Area
	Course or Other Assessment Approach 
	SUNY Outcomes
	Lead Faculty
	Faculty Chair
	Costs 

	Every three years  beginning 2006 - 07
	Mathematics
	ACT (nationally-normed instrument). Administered in a designated class(s) TBA (as per SUNY guidelines).  
	Students will show competence in:
· Interpret and draw inferences from mathematical models such as formulas, graphs, tables, and schematics;
· represent mathematical information symbolically, visually, numerically and verbally;
· employ quantitative methods such as arithmetic, algebra, geometry, or statistics to solve problems;
· estimate and check mathematical results for reasonableness; and

· recognized the limits of mathematical and statistical methods.  
	Abdel-Aziz
	Dawson
	SUNY

	Every three years  beginning 2006 - 07
	Critical Thinking


	ACT (nationally-normed instrument).
Administered in a designated class(s) TBA (as per SUNY guidelines).  
	Students will:

· Identify, analyze, and evaluate arguments as they occur in their own or others' work

· Develop well-reasoned arguments.


	Beal
	Leopold
	SUNY

	Every three years  beginning 2006 - 07

	Basic Communications


	ACT (nationally-normed instrument).
Administered in two class sessions w/the same population a designated class(s) TBA (as per SUNY guidelines).  
	Students will:

· Produce coherent texts within common college-level written forms.

· Demonstrate the ability to    revise and improve such texts


	Lawler
	Smardon
	SUNY

	Every two years  continuing from 2004 - 05
	Academic Environment
	National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE).
	NA
	Bongarten
	NA
	SUNY
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