Pre-Orientation Program

Through an array of programs and services, Multicultural Affairs helps recruit and 

support underrepresented students in their endeavors at ESF.

Each year just before the start of fall classes, traditionally underrepresented students who are newly enrolled in ESF are invited to participate in Pre-Orientation. The program helps facilitate students’ smooth transition to college through interaction with current students, faculty and staff in relaxed social and academic settings, through participation in seminars, workshops, and various leisure activities.

Pre-Orientation August 2010

This past year Pre-Orientation enjoyed the largest cohort enrollment in the entire history of the program. Due to our new fiscal constraints with CSTEP our planned targeted evaluation of a study o the Multicultural Resource Center was rescheduled to an investigation of Pre-Orientation from between 2004 through August 2009. The loss of the Bristol Myers Squibb donations, which had paid for half of Pre-Orientation and for scholarships plus two retention programs, forced us to re-evaluate the new realities and begin considering reducing the number of days the program should run - from eleven days to six - as will occur for the first time this summer 2010.

Another new issue which arose was two other faculties hosting their own Pre-Orientations in the Adirondacks whereby some of our students who began with us left on the second weekend of our program. In the future, as Pre-Orientation will begin the same weekend as alternative programs. Students will then need to decide which one they will participate in. 

Transport from Sky Hall also worked well even though buses did not run over the weekend unlike they will in the coming program year. One student showed up without having sent us a confirmation form and we had to scramble to accommodate her at the last moment. For this reason this year we, not only called students whose forms we received, but also sent e-mails to non-respondents relaying that the program is now full and to not come to ESF on August 20.

Lastly, a new feature of the program was the ESF 101 scavenger hunt and report planned by Dean Sedgwick and Dr. Don Leopold. The students in the closing evaluations communicated their appreciation of this activity in allowing them to gain a good handle on the layout of ESF’s campus, its history, and its important leaders of the past. On the whole then, Pre-Orientation was a well organized and received program in its exit year of one-and-a-half week-long sessions
Pre-Orientation Assessment Fall  - Conducted 2009-Spring 2010

Since 2004 there have been 85 new incoming students who have participated in Pre-Orientation.

Pre-O Evaluations (2004, 2005, 2007, 2008, 2009) Average Satisfaction (out of a score of 5)

2004  = 4.20

2005 = 3.97

2007 = 4.03

2008 = 4.35
    2009 = 4.23
Targeted Assessment of

PRE-ORIENTATION: 2004–2010

Purpose of the Study
This assessment was an effort to determine the overall effectiveness of Pre-Orientation with 
regard to student retention, academic achievement, social adjustment (i.e. participation and connection 
with ESF), graduation, and post-graduation placement. The study will helped Multicultural Affairs 
make recommended changes to the program in order to enhance positive outcomes for the students.

Methodology Employed

The four major methods for conducting the study were as follows:
· Longitudinal Statistical Data Study
· Pre-Orientation Evaluation Forms Analysis

· On-Line Survey of Pre-Orientation Alums 
· Focus Group

I.
Longitudinal Statistical Data Study

A longitudinal study of Pre-Orientation participants from 2004 through currently enrolled students 
was undertaken to assess GPA, retention and graduation rates, involvement in leadership activities, 
academic and judicial engagement. The statistical data survey helped determine whether some 
correlations could be made between Pre-Orientation involvement and academic and social outcomes. 
Graphs and charts further illustrated findings.

II.
Pre-Orientation Evaluation Forms Analysis
The evaluation forms from the past six years were compared and extrapolated for trends and averages 
in one excel database document with excel sheets separating the various years. This made it easy 
to review responses over time. Graphs and charts further illustrated findings.

III.
Online Survey of Pre-Orientation Alums
We designed an on-line survey instrument utilizing Survey Monkey with an incentive offered at 
the end upon submission of the survey. First-year, sophomore, junior, senior, 2008 and 2009 graduates 
who had participated in Pre-Orientation were contacted and invited to complete the survey. 

IV.
Focus Group 

To further expand our understanding of the impact of Pre-Orientation on former participants, we  

Identified students who completed the survey in January–February 2010 and invited them to participate 
In a focus group that helped us unpack the questions of the on-line survey. 
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III.
Online Survey of Pre-Orientation Alums
There was a high response rate of Pre-Orientation alumni to the survey instrument we developed with 

Survey Monkey.  Of 85 alumni there were 36 responses or 43.3%, which is an excellent rate of response 

as far as surveys go. For this reason, the findings from the online survey might be the most impactful information by way of making necessary changes to the overall Pre-Orientation program. Below are 

the highest and lowest responses to survey questions. (The raw data included at the end of this summary 

may be examined in detail at the reader’s discretion).

· #1 Year attended Pre-O

37% of respondents attended in 2009


2.9% attended in 2004

· #2  Factors that influenced students’ decision to attend Pre-Orientation: 

Strongly Influenced = No Cost (91.7%)

No Influence = Friends (55.9%)

· #3 Percentage of respondents who were first-year or transfers at Pre-Orientation


First Year = (91.7%)




Transfer = 8.3%)

· #4 Percentage of respondents who felt that attending Pre-Orientation helped them adjust to ESF
Yes = (94.4%)





No = (5.6%)

· #5 Ways Pre-Orientation helped participants adjust to ESF

Making friends = (97.2%)



Getting to know ESF staff = (63.9%)

Learning the campus = (97.2%)

Learning campus resources = (97.2%)
· #6 Ways Pre-Orientation helped students succeed academically

Advice given during Pre-O = (88.6%)

Did not help academic success = (2.9%)

Learning campus resources = (88.6%)

· #7 Was the length (of days) of Pre-Orientation appropriate?

Yes = (83.3%)





No = 16.7%)

· #8 Workshops and activities which were relevant and effective
Relevant and effective = Financial Aid at ESF (58.8%)

Irrelevant and not effective = (20%)

· #9 Effective workshops and activities in social bonding and increasing comfort level at ESF
Very effective with bonding and comfort = Darien Lake theme park trip (75%)

No bonding. Did not increase comfort = Free Day (11.8%)

· #10 Overall grade given to the Pre-Orientation experience
A = (80.6%)

B = (19.4%)

C = (0%)

D = (0%)

IV. FOCUS GROUP FOR PRE-ORIENTATION
· Question #1  Did participating in Pre-orientation help you adjust to ESF socially? If yes, in 
what ways? If no, please explain.

There was a small group to interact with, Felt weird at first, Ice breakers helped, Interaction with staff 
was good, Knowing people BEFORE classes (even orientation) started was nice, Meeting new people, 
Knowing people helped with a class project immediately, Starting a network, Found good places on 
campus, Could relate to fellow Pre-O people (common interests and background), Comfort, Prepared 
them to meet others, Met SU people as well, Got to know the campus BEFORE the mobs arrived, Was 
more relaxed by the time others arrived, Had a “swagger”, Didn’t have to “sit alone”, Comfortable 
enough to help others, Pre-O roommate helped prepare them for the academic-year roommate.

· Question #2  Did participating in Pre-orientation help prepare you academically? If yes, in 
what ways? If no, please explain.

Pre-O gave a little “head start” but not much after that, Knew professors, Scott Blair’s introduction 
was helpful, Helped to see what a lecture & essays would be like, Got a free textbook, Meeting 
professors under “laid-back” setting nice, Skills in chemistry helpful, Writing “class” was valuable, Chemistry would have been valuable but was a small part (that particular year), Pre-O courses showed 
that the level and techniques used were different than in HS – valuable, Learned about lab reports, Got 
free stuff, Pre-O course allowed you to learn WELL what would be used all year.

· Question #3 What specific activities/ aspects of Pre-Orientation were most helpful in preparing 
your social adjustment to ESF? Which components should be omitted, maintained or changed? 

Icebreakers were awkward at first but helped, Creek activity was fun and allowed interaction with 
others, Writing exercise was fun and they got to know one another, Bowling and Darien Lake – fun, 
Group activities are good, Study sessions were good and they learned to depend on one another and 

study together, Mentors good but need to be more interactive, Mentors need to be more accessible on 
campus (esp. after Pre-O), Long courses in Botany – Biology, Writing or Chemistry worthwhile.

· Question #4  What specific activities/ aspects of Pre-Orientation were most helpful in preparing 
your academic preparation to ESF? Which components should be omitted, maintained or 
changed? 

Was more relaxed when classes started but learned very little, Learned some concepts, Transfer student 
was bored during (Bio) – did not need to take the class, Library tour was good esp. looking up 
peer-reviewed articles, Writing for an audience helpful and fun, Chemistry good – give-aways were competitive, John T. helpful, Financial Aid helpful.

Conclusions and Resultant Changes for Pre-Orientation

· Overall we were pleased and not too surprised by the results of all four parts of the Targeted 
Assessment. We feel this shows that Pre-Orientation does what is intended; affecting retention. 
This is accomplished by helping social and academic adjustment. 

· Our recent budget shortfalls will affect the program the most. This necessitated Pre-Orientation 
shortened by five days and expensive activities curtailed like Darian Lake and Bowling; both 
highly rated.

· Recognizing the student’s desire for social bonding and the high rating of these activities we 
have been able to substitute and keep other similar activities like the cook-out at Eileen’s house 
and Carousel Mall night.

· Another highly-rated activity is Invertebrates in Chittenango Creek. We have kept this and added 
a Tour and Swim at Thornden Park and Private Educational Program at Rosamond Gifford Zoo recognizing the student’s desire to “get their feet wet” with environmental activities.

· Results have shown us that students want and benefit from interaction with ESF faculty 
particularly in the field. Wherever possible we have kept these activities (Dr. G. Baldassarre 
and Prof. Pat Lawler) and added others like Dr. M. Teece with Chemistry Around Us.

· Lastly our results have shown that the students benefit from learning early about the resources 
available on campus (computer center, student activities, academic success, career services, 
counselor etc.). Wherever possible we have kept these.

2004 Pre-Orientation Students

	Gender
	Ethnicity
	GPA
	EOP
	Major
	Status
	Leadership
	Home

	F
	Asian
	0.724
	Y
	Environ. Studies
	withdrew / acad. suspen.
	 
	Manhattan

	F
	Asian
	0.497
	Y
	Environ. Bio.
	withdrew / acad. sus.
	 
	Brooklyn

	M
	Hispanic
	2.654
	Y
	Environ. Sci.
	graduated
	yes
	Bronx

	F
	Anglo
	0
	Y
	Environ. Bio.
	withdrew / acad. sus.
	 
	Brewerton

	F
	Hispanic
	3.33
	N
	Environ. Sci.
	graduated
	yes
	Bronx

	F
	Hispanic
	0.925
	N
	Paper Science
	withdrew / acad. sus.
	 
	Marcellus

	F
	Hispanic
	2.807
	Y
	Conservation Bio.
	graduated
	 
	Bronx

	M
	African
	1.241
	N
	Environ. Bio.
	withdrew / acad. sus.
	yes
	Spring Valley

	M
	African
	0.687
	N
	Environ. Bio.
	withdrew / acad. sus.
	 
	Staten Is.

	M
	African
	3.183
	N
	Chemistry
	graduated
	yes
	Brooklyn

	M
	Asian
	1.767
	Y
	Environ. Studies
	withdrew / acad. sus.
	 
	Queens

	M
	Hispanic
	1.811
	N
	Environ. Bio.
	withdrew / acad. sus.
	 
	Scarsdale

	M
	African
	1.081
	N
	Environ. Studies
	withdrew / acad. sus.
	 
	Skaneateles

	M
	Hispanic
	1.411
	Y
	Environ. Bio.
	withdrew / acad. sus.
	 
	Camillus

	F
	Hispanic
	2.206
	 N
	Conservation Bio.
	withdrew 
	 
	Bronx

	M
	Hispanic
	3.763
	N
	Environ. Sci.
	graduated
	 
	Ithaca

	F
	Hispanic
	0.953
	N
	Environ. Studies
	withdrew / acad. sus.
	 
	Penn.

	n=17
	Ave.
	1.708
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2005 Pre-Orientation Students

	Gender
	Ethnicity
	GPA
	EOP
	Major
	Status
	Leadership
	Home

	M
	Hispanic
	3.733
	Y
	Aquatic & Fish.
	graduated
	yes
	Bronx

	M
	Asian
	2.536
	N
	Wildlife Science
	graduated
	 
	Staten Is.

	M
	Asian
	1.905
	N
	Environ. Studies
	withdrew
	 
	Roslyn Heights

	M
	Native
	2.885
	N
	Aquatic & Fish.
	enrolled
	 
	Little Valley

	M
	Hispanic
	3.15
	N
	Environ. Sci.
	graduated
	 
	Bronx

	M
	Asian
	1.393
	N
	Environ. Studies
	withdrew
	 
	Narrowsburg

	F
	Hispanic
	2.045
	Y
	Environ. Studies
	enrolled
	yes
	Manhattan

	M
	Hispanic
	3.154
	N
	Environ. Bio.
	graduated
	 
	Manhattan

	F
	Hispanic
	0.959
	N
	Wildlife Science
	withdrew / acad. sus.
	 
	Manhattan

	F
	Hispanic
	2.84
	N
	Environ. Sci.
	graduated
	yes
	Queens

	n=10
	Ave.
	2.460
	
	
	
	
	


[image: image1.emf]Last Status of 2005 Students (numbers, percent)

5, 50%

2, 20%

1, 10%

2, 20%

Enrolled

Graduated

Withdrew

Withdrew /

Academic

Suspension

[image: image16.emf]Ethnicity of 2007 Students (numbers, percent)

4, 29%

3, 21%

2, 14%

4, 29%

1, 7%

Hispanic

African 

Anglo

Asian

Native


2006 Pre-Orientation Students
	Gender
	Ethnicity
	GPA
	EOP
	Major
	Status
	Leadership
	Home

	M
	Native
	0.5
	N
	Wildlife Science
	withdrew / acad. suspen.
	 
	Manhattan

	F
	Anglo
	1.815
	Y
	Wildlife Science
	withdrew 
	 
	Waterloo

	M
	Native
	1.651
	Y
	Wildlife Science
	withdrew / acad. suspen.
	 
	Norwich

	M
	Anglo
	0
	Y
	For. & Nat. Res. Mngt.
	withdrew
	 
	Star Lake

	F
	Asian
	3.139
	N
	Forest Engin.
	enrolled
	 
	Walden

	F
	Hispanic
	2.706
	Y
	Biotech.
	enrolled
	yes 
	Cambria Heights

	M
	Anglo
	2.591
	Y
	Construction Mngt.
	enrolled
	 
	Harrison

	M
	Hispanic
	1.544
	Y
	Environ. Bio.
	withdrew
	yes
	Bronx

	M
	Anglo
	2.464
	Y
	Forest Ecology
	enrolled
	yes
	Minoa

	F
	Hispanic
	1.835
	Y
	Environ. Studies
	enrolled
	yes
	Queens

	M
	Hispanic
	2.953
	Y
	Landscape Arch.
	enrolled
	 
	Cutchogue

	M
	Hispanic
	2.685
	Y
	Biotech.
	enrolled
	yes
	Hempstead

	n=12
	Ave.
	1.990
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2007 Pre-Orientation Students
	Gender 
	Ethnicity
	GPA
	EOP
	Major
	Status
	Leadership
	Home

	F
	Asian
	2.894
	N
	Landscape Arch.
	enrolled
	yes
	Syracuse

	M
	African
	2.011
	Y
	Construction Mngt.
	enrolled
	 
	Syracuse

	M
	African
	2.512
	N
	Biotechnology
	enrolled
	 
	Georgia

	F
	Asian
	2.152
	N
	Wildlife Science
	enrolled
	yes
	Mass.

	M
	Asian
	2.296
	N
	Chemistry
	enrolled
	 
	Syracuse

	F
	Hispanic
	2.934
	Y
	Environ. Science
	withdrew
	 
	Manhattan

	M
	Anglo
	1.898
	Y
	Forest & Nat. Res. Mngt.
	withdrew
	 
	Tully

	F
	Hispanic
	3.298
	N
	Environ. Studies
	enrolled
	 
	Brooklyn

	F
	Asian
	3.679
	N
	Wildlife Science
	enrolled
	yes
	Brooklyn

	M
	Hispanic
	2.674
	N
	Nat. Hist. & Interp.
	enrolled
	 
	Conn.

	F
	Anglo
	2.56
	N
	Nat. Hist. & Interp.
	enrolled
	yes
	Syracuse

	F
	Hispanic
	2.915
	Y
	Environ. Studies
	enrolled
	yes
	Bronx

	F
	African
	2.993
	N
	Environ. Studies
	enrolled
	yes
	NJ

	M
	Native
	2.588
	N
	Forest & Nat. Res. Mngt.
	enrolled
	 
	Rochester

	n=14
	Ave.
	2.672
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2008 Pre-Orientation Students
	Gender
	Ethnicity
	GPA
	EOP
	Major
	Status
	Leadership
	Home

	M
	Anglo
	2.445
	Y
	Environ. Bio.
	enrolled
	 
	Syracuse

	F
	Anglo
	0
	Y
	Wildlife Science
	withdrew / acad. sus.
	 
	Syracuse

	F
	African
	2.555
	N
	Environ. Studies
	enrolled
	yes
	Bronx

	F
	Native
	3.008
	N
	Nat. Res. Mngt.
	enrolled
	yes
	Rooseveltwn

	M
	Hispanic
	2.323
	Y
	Aquatic & Fisheries
	enrolled
	yes
	Syracuse

	F
	Hispanic
	2.951
	N
	Environ. Studies
	enrolled
	 
	Bronx

	F
	Hispanic
	2.315
	N
	Wildlife Science
	enrolled
	 
	CA

	F
	Asian
	3.076
	N
	Environ. Studies
	enrolled
	yes
	TN

	F
	African
	2.198
	N
	Environ. Bio.
	enrolled
	yes
	SgGar

	M
	Hispanic
	2.461
	N
	Wildlife Science
	enrolled
	 
	Stat Is

	F
	Anglo
	2.333
	Y
	Nat. History
	enrolled
	 
	Syracuse

	M
	Asian
	2.409
	N
	Bioprocess Eng.
	enrolled
	yes
	Bronx

	n=12
	Ave.
	2.340
	
	
	
	
	




2009 Pre-Orientation Students
	Gender
	Ethnicity
	GPA
	EOP
	Major
	Status
	Leadership
	Home

	F
	Hispanic
	2.914
	N
	Environ. Science
	enrolled
	yes
	Brewster

	F
	Asian
	2.809
	N
	Biotech.
	enrolled
	 
	Manlius

	M
	Asian
	4.0
	N 
	Landscape Arch.
	enrolled 
	
	Brooklyn

	F
	African
	3.212
	Y
	Environ. Bio.
	enrolled
	yes
	Bronx

	F
	Asian
	2.839
	N
	Con. Bio.
	enrolled
	 
	Macedon

	F
	Asian
	2.997
	N
	Environ. Science
	enrolled
	 
	Corona

	M
	Asian
	3.068
	N
	Aquatic & Fish.
	enrolled
	 
	Williamsville

	M
	Anglo
	2.272
	N
	Construction Mngt.
	enrolled
	 
	Old Forge

	M
	Asian
	3.545
	N
	Forest Eng.
	enrolled
	 
	MD

	M
	Asian
	2.697
	N
	Con. Bio.
	enrolled
	 
	Brooklyn

	F
	Asian
	2.544
	N
	Environ. Science
	enrolled
	 
	Floral Park

	F
	Hispanic
	1.653
	Y
	Environ. Studies
	enrolled
	 
	Bronx

	F
	Hispanic
	1.415
	Y
	Con. Bio.
	enrolled
	 
	Newburgh

	M
	Hispanic
	0.863
	N
	Forest Eco.
	withdrew
	 
	NY

	F
	African
	2.403
	Y
	Environ. Science
	enrolled
	 
	Brooklyn

	F
	Asian
	2.217
	N
	Wildlife Science
	enrolled
	 
	NJ

	F
	Asian
	1.845
	N
	Nat. Res. Mngt.
	enrolled
	yes
	New York

	F
	Asian
	2.863
	N
	Landscape Arch.
	enrolled
	 
	PA

	F
	Asian
	3.474
	Y 
	Environ. Studies
	enrolled
	 
	Bayside

	M
	Anglo
	2.281
	N
	Construction Mngt.
	enrolled
	 
	Manlius

	n=20
	Ave.
	2.596
	
	
	
	
	


2009 Pre-Orientation Students 
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Leadership Behaviors





Anecdotally, there was only a sense that participation in Pre-Orientation resulted in leadership with ESF/SU student organizations and various administrative offices. We witnessed, for instance, former Pre-Orientation students highly involved as active members of student organizations, serving on the executive board of clubs, serving as Orientation Leaders for Student Activities, and working with Admissions as Student Ambassadors. 





On our roster we counted 27 students officially involved with the campus community as leaders in student clubs and organizations. However, this figure is, not doubt, higher since it only includes those students who held executive board positions or were Student Ambassadors, Orientation Leaders, etc. Many of the Pre-Orientation alumni have been active members in numerous clubs at ESF and SU including: Black Male Congress, Korean Drumming Club, LGBT Resource Center activities, Latin fraternities and sororities, Resident Assistants, and much more.





If Pre-Orientation does, in fact, help students develop numerous bases of social and academic support by helping them network with the wealth of human and material resources, clubs and organizations, this might explain the high percentage of Pre-Orientation alumni still retained with the University as of December 2009. Studies reveal beyond doubt the direct correlation of students’ involvement with their chosen institution and their persistence to graduation.








II.    Pre-Orientation Evaluation Forms Analysis





At the close of each Pre-Orientation session every year evaluation forms were distributed for students’ immediate response to the program they had just experienced. Below are some bulleted summary of the findings. (the raw data included at the end of this summary may be examined in detail at the reader’s discretion). Note: Evaluation forms for 2006 were lost or misplaced in the move from 110 Bray Hall to 24 Bray Hall despite exhaustive efforts to locate them.





Students were asked to communicate their overall satisfaction with the programs on a scale of 1 to 5 with 5 being the most positive. Students expressed the most satisfaction in year 2008 which had the highest overall score of 4.35 out of a possible 5.





The year with the least satisfaction we 2005 with a score of 3.97








YEAR�



MOST SATISFACTORY SESSION�



LEAST SATISFACTORY SESSION


�
�
2004�
(4.88) - Chemistry�
(2.41) - Movie Night: “Erin Brokovich”


�
�
2005�
(4.78) –Writing for an Audience


(4.78) - Bowling Night


(4.78) - Carousel Mall Shopping


�
(3.00)-Inspirational Insights: Guest Speakers�
�
2007�
(5.00) - Bowling Night�
(3.00)-Inspirational Insights: Guest Speakers


�
�
2008�
(5.00)- Invertebrates at Chittenango Creek


(5.00) - Cook-Out at Eileen’s


�
(3.13) Moon Library Walk & Talk�
�
2009�
(4.89) - Free Day on Sunday�
(3.53) - Computer Literacy at ESF


�
�












Demographics Continued





Among those students from New York State13 were from Syracuse, 26 hailed from the New York City region, with the remaining 37 students from other parts of New York. The fact that a full 50 of the New York state Pre-Orientation participants were not from the greater new York City region dispels the myth that most Pre-Orientation participants are “from the City.” Perhaps this indicates that Pre-Orientation participants are seeking adjustment beyond regional comfort issues. 





Academic Performance








51 of the 85 students are currently enrolled at ESF, which suggests that the large percentage of the students have, thus far, been successfully retained by the University.





10 of the 85 students have graduated since the arrival of the 2004 cohort.





Including retention and graduation, a full 72% of the Pre-Orientation student alumni have continued with the University as of this time.





16 students have withdrawn from ESF for academic reasons. 7 withdrew for personal issues.





The largest numbers of academic withdrawals, that is 11, occurred in 2004 for reasons unknown.





The Average GPA for all six cohort years as of December 2009 was 2.294, just within acceptable academic standing.





There were 32 EOP (Equal Opportunity Program scholars) who participated in 


Pre-Orientation as a mandatory requirement of their scholastic award. 53 students were not EOP and where not required to attend.





The academic majors of students as of December 2009 indicate a preference for Environmental Studies, Environmental Biology, Wildlife Science and Environmental Science. Below is a table  showing preference in order:











Academic Major�



No.�



Academic Major�



No.�



Academic Major


�



No.�
�
Environmental Studies�
16�
Biotechnology


�
4�
Forest Engineering�
2�
�
Environmental Biology�
11�
Construction Management


�
4�
Natural Hist & Interpre�
2�
�
Wildlife Science�
11�
Landscape Architecture


�
4�
Natural Resour Mgtmt�
2�
�
Environmental Science�
10�
Forest & Nat Reso Mgtmt


�
3�
Bioprocess Engineering�
1�
�
Conservation Biology�
5�
Chemistry 


�
2�
Natural History�
1�
�
Aquatics & Fisheries�
4�
Forest Ecology


�
2�
Paper Science�
1�
�









Summary of Research Findings


(with Raw data Following)








Overview





The targeted assessment of Pre-Orientation took the greater part of the academic year to conduct as we developed the Survey Monkey questionnaire instrument and tracked down students who had left ESF from between 2004 and 2006 especially. As surveys go we had a respectable response rate: 31 the 85 students who participated in Pre-Orientation from 2004 to 2009. Following this brief summary overview are the raw data from which we drew our conclusions, which the reader may be analyze more carefully as time allows. If the data findings may be summed up in one sentence, it is that Pre-Orientation appears to have done what it set out to do– to assist incoming underrepresented students to ESF to become culturally and socially adjusted to a largely majority-populated community. Having thus established bases of support with faculty, staff, and upperclassmen students and with one another they may then be free to pour their energies into focusing on their academic pursuits, which are quite rigorous here at ESF.





What Pre-Orientation does not propose to do, nor had ever proclaimed to accomplish: to serve as an academic preparation program or a kind of remedial program similar to EOP. Nevertheless throughout the program, Pre-Orientation attempted to have students interact with as many faculty as possible in various majors and to understand the fact that college academic work moves along at a much more rapid pace than in high school. The aim is for participants to learn that, whereas in high school a reading assignment of 100 pages might be due within one month, in college the same amount of reading along with a quiz perhaps could easily be expected within the very same week it had been assigned. Add to this scenario the grueling mental labor of scientific interpretation, it becomes essential that students get an early handle of their social and academic schedule, then approach their academic workload as one would a full-time job.





Pre-Orientation alumni who responded to the program-end evaluations and then the follow-up on-line survey, as a whole, sent the message that Pre-Orientation played a big part in their bonding and subsequent retention and/or graduation from ESF. They said they met diverse people who they retained as close friends throughout their tenure here at the college; that they enjoyed a relatively smooth social adjustment to ESF which freed them to expand their circle of support beyond their initial pre-Orientation cohort group.








I.    Longitudinal Statistical Data Study Findings and Conclusions





Demographics





A total of 85 students participated in Pre-Orientation from 2004-2009.





45 of the students were women and 40 were men; a fairly even distribution.





The largest ethnic populations to attend Pre-Orientation were 29 total Hispanic/Latino students and 26 total Asian American students.





The smallest number of participants was 15 total Native American, 10 total African American students and 5 total European American students.





9 of the students were from out of state while 76 were from within New York.
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