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Summary
This is a concise working version of our assessment of the STARS project as applied to SUNY ESF.
This report contains general recommendations for ESF, the status and summary of all credits listed in STARS pilot phase one, and the corresponding credit specific recommendations for ESF.
For a more complete report including our feedback and recommendations to AASHE, all collected data, source documentation, and contact information; please refer to the full electronic report.  

For detailed credit descriptions and criteria, please refer to the STARS pilot phase one document.
Credit Point Totals

Possible Credits Points: 74

Points Earned by ESF: 10

Points Not Earned by ESF: 35

Points still Undetermined: 29

Overall Comments and Recommendations for SUNY ESF

-Develop an official sustainability committee that meets regularly, oversees all sustainability related programs, projects and issues at ESF, and acts as a catalyst for new initiatives. The committee should have multi-stakeholder representation and engagement; meaning active participation by faculty, staff, students, and other interested parties. 

-Develop a sustainability specific mission statement for ESF.  

-Develop a climate plan that addresses specific methods and timelines for meeting the carbon neutral goal of 2015. 

-Develop more formal and comprehensive plans and commitments to sustainability at ESF; including a sustainability master plan

-Create more salaried positions at ESF that are sustainability specific and include both academic and operational purview. 

-Seek out and allocate more funding for sustainability related endeavors at ESF. 

-ESF should make it a priority to actively foster and create more opportunities for students, faculty, staff and community members to be involved in sustainability.  Opportunities should include anything that promotes sustainability related activities, awareness, education, research, activism, training, networking, etc.  Sustainability is all about people from different fields and backgrounds coming together and cooperating to make a positive impact on the way we live and the world around us.  Institutions like ESF should take a leading role in brining people together to these ends and creating synergy in sustainability engagement. 

-GHG emissions is a key component of sustainability.  A more formal and accurate GHG emissions audit should be conducted at ESF.  Determining an accurate number of emissions is the first step to reducing them and becoming carbon neutral. 

-The record keeping practices are very poor across the board at ESF.  This was a major and generally insurmountable obstacle in our attempts to analyze ESF’s performance on dozens of credits.  An overhaul of the entire record keeping system at ESF is recommended.  The record keeping at ESF needs to be much more complete, comprehensive, organized, and archived in a central location.  

-The current assessment and application of STARS at ESF includes only the main campus. For future STARS endeavors (after the pilot phase ends), ESF should consider including all of the satellite campuses in the assessment. This would provide a more complete picture of where ESF stands in terms of overall sustainability, and possibly help achieve a higher STARS rating. Gathering and including all the information from the satellite campuses will require a great deal of research and reformulation of data, but ESF can not pick and choose to include satellite information in certain credits and not in others. Which campuses are included in the assessment and which are not must be consistent throughout the entire report.  Until ESF is ready to commit the necessary resources to include all satellite campuses in the STARS audit, it should restrict it’s assessment solely to the main campus. 

-Without access to an official sustainability plan of ESF, it is impossible to begin to take steps to improve sustainability at ESF based on the findings of this report.  ESF should make it a priority to complete and release this plan as soon as possible so action can begin to take place.

-The STARS model of comprehensive campus sustainability should be taken into account, even used as a blue print for creating a sustainability master plan and achieving comprehensive sustainability at ESF.

-Where possible, appropriate purchasing requirements should be established and disseminated throughout the various departments and divisions at ESF.

-ESF should advocate for more sustainable purchasing practices/contracts in areas covered by SUNY purchasing contracts and NYS budget mandates. 
-Many of the highly significant sustainability efforts at ESF do not fit in with, or are disqualified from achieving STARS credit based on minor details or stipulations of the credits.  Minor changes to credit criteria in future editions of STARS, or minor adjustments to ESF policy or operations, might allow ESF to achieve a much higher credit rating.  ESF has a long way to go before it can be considered a leader in campus sustainability, but it should be kept in mind that STARS is still a work in progress, and a failure to achieve a large number of credits is not necessarily an indication that ESF is not practicing or actively moving toward sustainability. 

-ESF should continue to actively participate in the STARS program. Future endeavors include but are not limited to: delivering feedback to AASHE using the new online reporting tool, applying phase two of the pilot project to ESF this fall, taking the steps necessary to achieve a formal ranking when the official version of STARS is released next year, and continuing to move toward higher and higher degrees of sustainability in the future, based on STARS credit criteria. 

-ESF President Dr. Neil Murphy is a driving force of sustainability at ESF and is probably also the person with the most ability to intact broad institutional change. Many of the barriers and challenges ESF faces to become more sustainable involve institution wide policy such as record keeping practices. Thus, Dr. Murphy should be made directly aware of the findings and recommendations of this report in hopes he will be a catalyst for enacting the significant and broad based institutional changes that need to take place to make the education, research, operations, administration and finance at ESF more sustainable.  
Operations Credits

OP Prerequisite 1: Recycling Program 


Status and Summary


-ESF meets the stated criteria for achieving this credit

-The recycling program for bottles, cans, paper, and cardboard at ESF is evident in all buildings. 

Buildings

OP Credit 1: New Construction, Renovations, and Commercial Interiors 

Status and Summary

-ESF meets the stated criteria to achieve two (2) out of four (4) possible credit points.

-All new buildings and renovations at ESF are designed to meet LEED silver certification criteria in accordance with SUNY policy. 


ESF Specific Recommendations 

-Explore and pursue the possibility of retrofitting existing buildings to meet LEED standards of silver and above. 

-Develop official green building policy and make it available on the web.

OP Credit 2: Building Operations and Maintenance 


Status and Summary


-ESF does not currently meet the stated criteria of achieving this credit

-Most of the building at ESF are over 80 years old and do not meet LEED certification standards.

-The Baker Lab has recently been renovated with LEED certification in mind, but 

the certification process has met delays.

ESF Specific Recommendations

-ESF should examine the feasibility of renovating all existing buildings to LEED standards.
OP Credit 3: Potable Non-Irrigation Water Consumption Trend 
Status and Summary 

-There is currently insufficient data to determine whether or not this credit can be awarded to ESF

-While there was a reduction in water usage between the ‘00/’01 and ’01/’02 school years, the reason for this reduction was not known.
-The STARS documentation form asks for a record of water measured in gallons ESF however keeps records in dollars. This dollar figure could be converted into gallons if we can attain the price paid per gallon.

-ESF complies with NYS code requirements and takes additional water conservation measures such as purchasing "water-saving" plumbing fixtures (including IR faucets and flush valves, low volume toilets and urinals, spring-operated lavatory faucets, etc.). ESF also complies with LEED water usage requirements for new buildings and major building renovations.  
ESF Specific Recommendations

-Better record keeping and tracking of the effects of water reduction/efficiency efforts at ESF is recommended. 
Dining Services

OP Credit 5: Local Food


Status and Summary

-ESF shares dining services with Syracuse University. Rick Martin, STARS project representative at Syracuse University, has been contacted in regards to this credit. He is in the process of gathering credit information and will contact us when possible. 

OP Credit 6: Food Alliance and Organic Certified Food 


Status and Summary

-ESF shares dining services with Syracuse University. Rick Martin, STARS project representative at Syracuse University, has been contacted in regards to this credit. He is in the process of gathering credit information and will contact us when possible. 

OP Credit 7: Fair Trade Certified Coffee 


Status and Summary
-ESF shares dining services with Syracuse University. Rick Martin, STARS project representative at Syracuse University, has been contacted in regards to this credit. He is in the process of gathering credit information and will contact us when possible. 
Energy and Climate
OP Credit 8: Reduction in Energy Intensity 

Status and Summary

-ESF does not currently meet the stated criteria for achieving this credit

-Total energy consumption at ESF increased by 31,089.4 BTUs per square foot going from 168,064.8 in the ’05/’06 school year to 199,154.2 in ‘06/’07.

ESF Specific Recommendations

-ESF should take steps to reduce the amount of electricity, natural gas, fuel oil and steam consumed on campus via conservation, and efficiency efforts.

OP Credit 9: Renewable Electricity 

Status and Summary 
- ESF does not currently meet the stated criteria for achieving this credit

-To achieve any portion of this credit, at least 5% of the electricity used on campus must come from institution catalyzed renewable energy sources. 

-Existing solar photovoltaic arrays produce and estimated 1.5 % of the campus energy needs


-Planned future Solar PV installation will increase this percentage. 

-While the fuel cell provides 17% of campus energy needs, is highly efficient, and produces minimal emissions; the fact that it currently requires natural gas (a non-renewable resource) for operation disqualifies it from counting toward this credit. 

If dependence on natural gas can be replaced with methane generated from renewable biomass materials such as willow, the fuel cell might be able to qualify as a renewable source of electricity and provide a large boost to ESF performance in this credit area. 

-There are other renewable energy projects and proposals on ESF various satellite campuses. However, since these projects do not provide electricity to the main campus, they can not be counted towards this credit.  
ESF Specific Recommendations

-ESF should continue to actively and increasingly invest in solar PV installations on the main campus. 

-ESF should research the possibility of converting the fuel cell to run on gas generated from renewable biomass instead of natural gas.  

-In future STARS audits, ESF should include all satellite campuses in it’s assessment. Renewable electricity projects such as the proposed wind turbine in Tully could increase ESF’s rating for this category, but can not be counted at this time because this audit considers only the main campus.
OP Credit 10: On-Site Combustion with Renewable Fuel 


Status and Summary 

- ESF does not currently meet the stated criteria for achieving this credit

-As with the previous credit, if the fuel cell were to be transitioned to run on a renewable fuel source, an increase in ESF’s performance in this credit area would occur, as the fuel cell currently provides 2% of the steam used by ESF. 

ESF Specific Recommendations

 -In addition to converting the fuel cell to run on a renewable fuel source, increased/more efficient utilization of waste heat generated by the fuel cell could lead to a greater offset of steam purchases at ESF. 

OP Credit 11: Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction 


Status and Summary

-ESF does not currently meet the stated criteria for achieving this credit

-GHG emissions at ESF increased by 245 metric tons from 8,870 metric tons in fiscal year ‘05/’06 to 9,115  in  ‘06/’07

-The most recent GHG emissions audit conducted at ESF cited a “lack of a coherent and interpretable data for any of the required inputs and lack of consistent unit conversion methods necessary for inputting data” and a “lack of comprehensive record keeping at SUNY ESF”.  The data from six out of eight categories examined can be considered questionable or insufficient. The result is that current GHG emission statistics for ESF do not strictly adhere to CA-AP Calculator standards, and are, at best, a rough estimate of actual GHG emissions. 
ESF Specific Recommendations

-Develop a compressive plan for reporting and documenting GHG data that includes a method for gathering and compiling accurate and complete records of all sources of GHG emissions. These records must then submitted and properly archived in one central location.  
-STARS project aside, GHG emissions is a crucial factor in calculating sustainability.  Ongoing, accurate, organized and comprehensive tracking of GHG emissions is essential if ESF wants to make any real progress and be seen as any kind of leader in sustainability.  Formulating and implementing a system of this nature should be among ESF’s top priorities. 

-Create and implement a specific and comprehensive energy and climate policy to meet the goal of carbon neutrality by 2015, in accord with the President’s Climate Commitment. 

-Develop a more diverse plan for meeting out energy needs, aimed at reducing consumption of traditional fossil fuel energy.

-Continue to improve vehicle fleet standards

-Address commuter transportation issues and take steps to encourage more sustainable options.

-Implement programs that promote, encourage and enable students and faculty to become engaged in activities that foster sustainability awareness, education, and activism.  (This will create a trickle down effect and ultimately a reduction in GGE). 

-Update old heating and cooling systems

.

Grounds

OP Credit 12: Organic Campus 

Status and Summary

-ESF does not currently meet the stated criteria for achieving this credit

-35% of the grounds at ESF are considered maintained 
-Some of the fertilizers and pesticides used on the grounds are not allowable under USDA standards. We are reportedly unable to replace them with approved products, which are not sufficiently effective. 

-There is also a significant lack of clarity and continuity between the stated credit criteria and the USDA’s website.

ESF Specific Recommendations

-Seek out acceptable replacements for products not approved by USDA organic standards. 

-Wait for future version of STARS to take action on this credit, as it is likely the credit criteria will change or be clarified. 

OP Credit 13: Non-potable Water Usage for Irrigation 


Status and Summary

-ESF meets the stated criteria for achieving two (2) out of two (2) possible points for this credit
-The campus grounds are not irrigated, and instead rely on rainfall for all irrigation needs. 
Materials, Recycling and Waste

OP Credit 14: Waste Minimization 


Status and Summary

-There is currently insufficient data available to determine whether or not this credit can be awarded to ESF.

-More accurate and comprehensive record keeping is required to determine whether or not ESF can qualify for this credit.

-Green Campus Initiative has provided waste totals in pounds for one day but we have no way of knowing if these numbers would be consistent throughout an entire year. 

ESF Specific Recommendations 

-ESF should set up a system to monitor and record its waste streams. 

OP Credit 15: Waste Diversion 


Status and Summary

-There is currently insufficient data available to determine whether or not this credit can be awarded to ESF.

-Christine Langlois has been contacted for statistics on waste stream analysis.
OP Credit 16: Construction and Demolition Waste Diversion 


Status and Summary

-There is currently insufficient data available to determine whether or not this credit can be awarded to ESF.

-Bryan Boothroyd has been contacted for statistics on waste analysis from the baker renovations
OP Credit 17: Electronic Waste Recycling Program 

Status and Summary

-ESF does not currently meet the stated criteria for achieving this credit.

-While ESF does have an electronics recycling program, it does not include students. Reportedly ESF receives money for the items it recycles and does not want to encourage students to recycle electronics they need when they are short on money. Also we were told it would be “difficult”. 

ESF Specific Recommendations 

-Although the credit criteria might change in the future allowing ESF to receive partial credit points, ESF should still consider ways to involve students in the electronics recycling program.

-Simply removing any monetary incentives for recycling of electronics for students, and establishing an electronics recycling drop off area would seemingly make it possible for students to participate. 

-Many electronics contain numerous environmentally unfriendly substances. ESF should be making sure students are not adding hundreds or thousands of pounds of electronic wastes per year to landfills when these products can easily be recycled.   


-Peter Vandemark should be consulted about involving students in this program.  

OP Credit 18: Hazardous Waste Minimization 


Status and Summary


-ESF meets the stated criteria for achieving the credit.
OP Credit 19: ENERGY STAR Purchasing 


Status and Summary

-ESF meets the stated criteria for achieving this credit. 


ESF Specific Recommendations

-A centralized tracking system of the use and purchase of ENERGY STAR products does not exist but would be helpful for STARS documentation purposes. 

OP Credit 20: EPEAT Purchasing 


Status and Summary 


-ESF does not currently meet the stated criteria for achieving this credit. 


-ESF does not currently purchase EPEAT Silver registered products.


ESF Specific Recommendations

-There is a dilemma with this credit and others in the purchasing section.  ESF is a state run institution under system wide purchasing contracts. Appropriate recommendations have been made for AASHE. 

-It was suggested in our interviews that making EPEAT purchasing a priority and part of the official SUNY purchasing contract should be done via NYS contract negotiation

OP Credit 21: Purchasing Green Cleaning Products 


Status and Summary


-ESF does not currently meet the stated criteria for achieving this credit. 

-ESF has a compliance ratio of almost 90% for this credit, but does not receive any credit for this.  The appropriate AASHE recommendations have been included in the feedback section.

ESF Specific Recommendations

-Switch to 100% environmentally preferable cleaning products is possible 

-Christine Langlois has been contacted in regards to this.

OP Credit 22: Environmentally Preferable Paper Purchasing 


Status and Summary


-ESF does not currently meet the stated criteria for achieving this credit.

-ESF purchases 30% recycled paper products due to budget concerns, but the credit requires 100%.  We feel this unreasonable and the appropriate AASHE recommendations have been included in the feedback section.

ESF Specific Recommendations

-ESF should continue with it’s current efforts to find a economically feasible source of recycled paper that satisfies quality standards. 

OP Credit 23: Environmentally Preferable Furniture Purchasing 


Status and Summary 


-ESF does not currently meet the stated criteria for achieving this credit. 


-There is no policy at ESF for purchasing environmentally friendly furniture.

-Some departments have made efforts to purchase environmentally friendly furniture, but there is no system for tacking or documenting these purchases. 

ESF Specific Recommendations

-Create and implement an institution-wide policy/program for purchasing environmentally friendly furniture and a corresponding system to track and compile the results of the program. 
OP Credit 24: Vendor Code of Conduct 


Status and Summary


-ESF does not currently meet the stated criteria for achieving this credit. 

-ESF does not have a vendor code of conduct. Contracts of this nature are created by NYS mandates. 

-As in previous purchasing credits, ESF is inhibited by the requirement to comply with overarching SUNY purchasing policies. Also, many of the purchasing decisions are made by individual academic departments, resulting in scattered/incomplete purchasing data and a lack of uniformity in what is purchased. 

ESF Specific Recommendations

-A vendor code of conduct is an institution developed set of expectations in regards to the social and environmental responsibility of vendors.  ESF should advocate for SUNY wide code of conduct that sets expectations  about  the  social  and  environmental  responsibility  of  vendors  

Transportation

OP Credit 26: Fleet Greenhouse Gas Emissions   


Status and Summary

-There is currently insufficient data available to determine whether or not this credit can be awarded to ESF.

-Accurately assessing ESF’s standing in regards to this credit is essentially impossible with the current state of vehicle use record keeping at the ESF physical plant.

ESF Specific Recommendations

-ESF needs to implement a more comprehensive and organized system for tracking the usage of it’s vehicle fleet.

-The necessary data could be collected simply by creating a check out form to be filled out every time someone uses a vehicle. The form would record what type of vehicle was used, how many passengers were present, how many miles were traveled, etc.

OP Credit 27: Commute Modal Split


Status and Summary

-There is currently insufficient data available to determine whether or not this credit can be awarded to ESF.

-Due to the nature of the data required, significant effort will needed to obtain this data
ESF Specific Recommendations:

-To achieve this credit ESF will need to create, implement, and analyze a transportation survey that provides the commuter data needed for documentation. 

-The recommendation has bee made to AASHE to create a standardized and easily accessible survey to obtain the data for this credit. 
-ESF should not take any immediate action on this credit at this time.

OP Credit 28: Commuter Options 


Status and Summary

-There is currently insufficient data available to determine whether or not this credit can be awarded to ESF.

-The “Best Work Places for Commuters” website, www.bwc.gov, is currently unavailable.  The credit can not be evaluated until this website becomes available

OP Credit 29: Air Travel 


Status and Summary 

-There is currently insufficient data available to determine whether or not this credit can be awarded to ESF. 


-Information regarding institution-funded air travel at ESF is not collected in a 


central location.  Without this information the credit can not be evaluated.


ESF Specific Recommendations


-Because air travel data is currently spread out over many departments at ESF, it 

would be very difficult and time consuming. While it might still be possible to gather all the required data from the various departments, this would not help future efforts to monitor GGE. Instead, ESF should implement a new centralized tracking and reporting system for all institution funded air travel. 




Administration and Finance Credits
 
AF Prerequisite 1: Sustainability Committee 


Status and Summary

-The previously conducted student assessment of ESF using the STARS Pilot Phase One indicates that the ‘Campus Climate Change Committee’ fulfills this prerequisite by “addressing sustainability issues in general” and examining  specific ways ESF can reduce it’s carbon footprint.

ESF Specific Recommendations
-While this committee is undoubtedly a step in the right direction and may indeed fulfill this STARS prerequisite, a more formal and comprehensive sustainability committee should be formed at ESF.

-Some basic characteristics of this committee might include:

-Offering a broad range of educational and engagement opportunities for all students, faculty, and staff. 

-A high degree of collaboration between different academic departments, student organizations, committees, individual students and faculty, other colleges and universities, and related outside organizations.

-A high degree of visibility (on ESF’s website, in newsletters, in the media and elsewhere) and accessibility, promoting greater involvement by the entire ESF community.

-An official mission statement formulated by the committee leaders and approved by the school president, sustainability officer, and/or other administrators. 

-An official title containing the word Sustainability (‘The Sustainability Coalition at ESF”, for example).

Investments

AF Credit 1:  Investment Transparency 


Status and Summary

           -ESF does not currently meet the stated criteria for achieving this credit.

-STARS requires that investment and proxy voting records be made publicly available on the internet.  

-While ESF allows anyone to freely view this information in person, the records are not available online for public viewing.

ESF Specific Recommendations
-Simply making these records publicly available online would qualify ESF to receive this credit.
AF Credit 2:  Committee on Investor Responsibility

Status and Summary
 -ESF meets the stated criteria for achieving this credit.

-The ESF College Foundation fulfills this criterion.

AF Credit 3: Screening for Negative Investments


Status and Summary

-There is currently insufficient data available to determine whether or not this credit can be awarded to ESF
-It is unclear whether or not the schools investment pool has been screened in the last three years, although the ESF College Foundation may well have done so.

-This credit might be very easily attained if it can be determined that a proper screening of ESF’s relatively small investment pool has been preformed in the past three years, or a new screening reveals little or ‘negative’ holdings. 

-However, attaining this credit may turn out to be extremely difficult and time consuming for several reasons and there are several considerations to take into account if a screening procedure is not already in place: Who is qualified and willing to conduct such a screening? What specific standards would qualify an investment to be classified as negative?  How difficult will it be to divest holdings that are determined to be negative? How will that money be put to better use?  

 
ESF Specific Recommendations
-To achieve this credit, documentation of a proper screening within the last three years and subsequent divestment of any negative holdings must be provided.  If this documentation is unavailable (as it seemingly is), the school would need to conduct a new screening, and, based on the findings, take the proper divestment actions.

 -Although this credit may be difficult and time consuming to achieve, responsible investing is something ESF should definitely be concerned with for multiple reasons such as those stated in the guidance section of AF Credit 3 of the STARS:

            
-Safe guarding human rights

 

-Protecting the environment

-Promoting social responsibility

          

-Aligning investments with institutional values

-Protection from possible financial consequences of unsustainable corporate behavior

-There is a large amount of research, documentation and possible required action needed to achieve this credit. Thus a review of ESF’s investment pool by The Sustainable Endowments Institute or a similar organization might be the easiest and most effective way of achieving this credit or at least determining where we stand. http://www.endowmentinstitute.org/ 
AF Credit 4: Positive Sustainability Investments


Status and Summary
-There is currently insufficient data available to determine whether or not this credit can be awarded to ESF
            -Previous research awarded one out of four possible credit points to ESF.

-According to the SA, ESF has 1% of its investment pool in ‘socially responsible’ funds as a result of student advocacy.

 -Beyond this however, there is no information or documentation provided in the SA as to what is actually in ESF’s investment pool. 

-A thorough screening or examination of a previous screening of ESF’s investment pool might reveal a higher percentage of investments in ‘sustainable’ funds which would allow ESF to receive more credit points. 

ESF Specific Recommendations
-Although this credit presents many of the same problems as AF Credit 3, existing and new positive investment opportunities maybe easier to identify than negative investments.     

-Investing in already established socially responsible and pro-sustainability funds might prove easier than trying to evaluate and invest in individual companies. 

-There is a large amount of research, documentation and possible required action needed to achieve this credit. Thus a review of ESF’s investment pool by The Sustainable Endowments Institute or a similar organization might be the easiest and most effective way of achieving this credit or at least determining where we stand. http://www.endowmentinstitute.org/ 

AF Credit 5:  Share Holder Engagement


Status and Summary
 -There is currently insufficient data available to determine whether or not this credit can be awarded to ESF

-The ESF College Foundation Inc. might conduct engagement of this nature, but more information is required to determine if that is the case or not.

ESF Specific Recommendations 
-This validity of this credit as an indicator of campus sustainability is questionable and ESF should take no action in attempt to achieve it at this time. 

Planning 
 AF Credit 6: Strategic Planning


Status and Summary

-ESF meets the stated criteria for achieving this credit.

-The ‘Vision 2020’ document fulfills the credit criteria and was unanimously accepted by ESF’s Board of Trustees in 2003.
AF Credit 7:   Master Plan


Status and Summary


-ESF does not currently meet the stated criteria for achieving this credit.
-The ESF master plan is due for release in the Fall of 2008. 

-A review of this plan will be required, but ESF seems to be positioned to achieve this credit in the near future.

AF Credit 8: Sustainability Plan 

Status and Summary


-ESF does not currently meet the stated criteria for achieving this credit.

-A plan is currently in development.

ESF Specific Recommendations
-ESF should develop an official and comprehensive sustainability plan.

-This plan might be a combination/synthesis of the various other plans already in existence at ESF, and additional plans and goals as necessary. 

-The STARS program and its analysis of ESF could serve as a blueprint for developing a plan that is fully comprehensive and includes all aspects of sustainability. 

-Developing a comprehensive, formal institutional plan for sustainability is essential to making ESF a leader in this field. A plan of this nature would:

-Provide a roadmap for achieving sustainability. 

-Provide guidance in decision making.

-Provide measurable goals with corresponding time frames.

-Provide motivation for institutions to maintain their commitment to             sustainability.

-Signal institutional commitment to sustainability.

-Provide avenues for sustainability advocates to articulate bold sustainability vision.

-Provide a framework for the institution to discuss sustainability performance and goals. 

-Promote broader engagement with sustainability among students, faculty, and staff.
AF Credit 9: Climate Plan 


Status and Summary


-ESF does not currently meet the stated criteria for achieving this credit..  


-A climate plan is currently being developed.

- The American College & University Presidents Climate Commitment was signed by ESF President Dr. Cornelius Murphy and a target carbon neutral date of June, 30, 2015 has been set.

-The status of the ESF climate plan is unknown at this time, but ESF should be able to achieve this credit as soon as the plan is officially completed released.

Sustainability Infrastructure

AF-Credit 10 – Sustainability Officer


Status and Summary


-ESF achieves two out of three possible credits points based on the stated criteria. 

-Michael Kelleher is the head of Renewable Energy Systems at ESF and serves as the school’s sustainability officer.  

AF Credit 11:  Sustainability Recognition Program


Status and Summary


-This credit can not be awarded to ESF at this time.  .


-There is no such program in place at ESF.

ESF Specific Recommendations

-ESF should eventually develop some form of official sustainability recognition program.

-As stated in the STARS guidance section of this credit, there are multiple advantages of a program like this including:


-Helps advertise sustainability achievements.

-Rewards people or groups who have spearheaded or supported sustainable changes.

-Creates incentives for further improvements. 

 

 

 

            

      

                                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

