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INTRODUCTION

This report was developed through the input of many park volunteers in the University Area of
Syracuse, as well asaff from the City ofSyracuse Degrtment of Parks Recreation and Youth
Programs. A field trip for the class was conducte8eptember, 20180 introduce thetudents

in SUNY ESFO6s Ecotour i s m parksdThidfeld expegencEwasr i s m ¢
followed by facilitated discugsn sessions with park and city volunteers. Students also

researched the information in this report through online sources and personal contact with
agency and organization staff. The foll owing

Concerns and issues

Lack of integration between parks for festivals, events, programs, facility development
Limited access to rest room facilities

Accessibility concerns (e.g., amphitheater in Thornden Park)

Some facilities requiing repair (e.g., steps near Westminster Park)
Vandalism in some parks

Litter in some parks

Perceptions of safety

Maintenance costs

Community participation in the parks

Park enhancements (safety concerns with equipment)

Adding additional facilities (chess tables at Westcott Community Center)
Adding multi-generational programming

Conserving natural areas

= =20 _0_9_9_98_42_-2_-2°._-2°._-=°_--°

Vision:

We envision that in five years the University Area pamkl greenspace system will
1 Be a cohesive, accessible, and welcoming network of greenspaces for all users;
1 Be wsed bydiverseindividuds and groups$or recreationalnd educationalctivities,

programs, festivalgndevents;

Act as a conservation corridor withemd adjacent to the Universityrdg

Be engaged with local institutions, businesses, and organizations for park planning,

maintenance, and development efforts;

1 Regularly engageesidents in a discussion concerning the state of the parks and
mechanisms for maintenance and enhancement (Best practices)

1 Have a communications system in place for distributing informatiandogéting
information fromresidents, local organizationsdabusinesses, and institutions.
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Goals:
1. To identify and assess the greenspaces within the greater university area to create a
network of linked parks and facilities.

2. To support ané@nhance existing plans for the greater university tareasure that the
greenspaces aeecessible and welcoming to all.

3. To increase use of the greater university area parks and greenspaces by diverse
individuals and groups for recreational and educaliactivities, programs, festivals, and
events.

4. To identify and strategize for the conservation ofrtariralresource®f the greater
university area

5. To promoteeducational and stewardship effarighe greater university area parks and
greenspaces.

6. Toengage with localesidentsinstitutions, businesses, and organizations for park
planning, mairgnance, and development efforts (Best practices).

7. To createa communications system for distributing informatiomnal getting
information fromresidents, local organizationsdabusinesses, and institutions.

Interpretive theme:
University Area parks provide visitors and residents an opportunity to explore the community
through nature in the urban environment, local history, and culture.

Brand:
urban nature network

Slogan:
Encouraging community through nature



UNIVERSITY AREA OVERVIEW

History . While Syracuse was founded in 1870 the University area was originally used as
farmland and did not start to resemble its current state until 1871 when Syracuse University (SU)
broke ground for the Hall of Languages (SU Archives, 2010). The school grewtfrstudents

to its first doctoral program in 1911, when the State University of New York College of
Environmental Science & Forestry (SUNYSF) was established next door (New York, 1936).

Both universities have enjoyed an integrated relationship wittests sharing dining halls,

dorms, gyms, and classroomiecently SUNYESF has established more independent facilities,

but both student populations frequently intermingle and use the same resources.

Presentuses.Outside of campus tHéniversity Areais mostly residential housing, with single
and multifamily homes common in the arédter leaving the dorms many students find housing
in the surrounding University Area, with multiple companies owning houses for sublet. These
houses are often adjaceatitouses owned lpermanentommunity residents, creating an
interesting community dichotomy.

Major roads and service hubsWithin SU and ESF main campus there are several roads that
see mostly campus traffic, with major roads in the area being Comé&tsitkm, EuclidAllen,

and Westcott. Westcotti®et is not only a roadway but a community center for local businesses,
historic buildings, and cultural expression (Westcott Neighborhood Association, 2018). Many
local shops like Recess Coffee and Alto @irece frequented by students and residents alike.

The smaller business strip Marshall Street is sustained more by students and their visiting
families due to its proximity to SOhe western boundary of the University Area is created-by 1
81, which is themajor road to enter Syracuse.

Zoning. The University Area is defined by several green spaces, the largest being Thornden Park
and Oakwood Cemetery. These parks are a focus for many city uses, which is reflected in the
zoning for the area (Table 1). Ndt the community parks receive the same designation or
protections, and some appear to be mislabeled (City of Syracuse, 2015). Loguen Park is labelled
as ACol umbus Playloto while Walnut Park is
University lands.
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Table 1.Zoning of Green Spaces in the University Area

Community Park | Zoning Designation | Designated Purpose  Special Classifications
Oakwood Residential area, of Site preserva_mon_(mtende
RB : to protect historical and
Cemetery community support .
cultural sites)
Morningside RB Re5|den§|al area, of None
Cemetery community support
Thornden Park RB Re5|den§|al area, of Site preservation
community support
Planned Institutiona Yes, designed for
Walnut Park PID District, for educational purposes anc
educational purpose pedestrian safety
Comfort Tyler RA-1 Residential Area None
Park
Morningside Park RB ReS|dent.|aI area, o None
community support
Barry Park RA-1 Residential Area None
Westminster Park RA-1 Residential Area W' thin fsSg
Nei ghbor hoo
Residential area,
Loguen Park RB-1 community support, None
or nonprofit
businesses
One interestingoningcode n Syr acuse is the ASpeci al

much of the housing around Euclid Avenue. Essentially the Special Neighborhood District is a
portion of the community that has a high rate of leasers that do not live on the propeugntfreq
lease turnover, and loud gatherings. Essentially this classification describes where off campus
student housing is most dense. This is vastly different than the special classification of the
Berkley Park Preservation District, which is characterizaetistoric houses and has protections
to conserve them (City of Syracuse, 2015).

Electricity. Electricity in the University Area is provided by National Grid Electricity PLC, one
of the largest electricity companies in the US (National Grid, 2018)NEmeYork headquarters

is within the Niagardvlohawk Power Building in Syracuse. The benefit of such a large company
servicing the area is the vast amount of resources they can devote to power issues in an
emergency. Electricity is primarily transferredatgh aboveground powerlines.

Drinkingwater. Syr acuseds w&Kkamatelekakenwhsch i$ notabhe for the fact
that the water ithis lakeis so clean that filtration is not needed to produce potable drinking
water (J. Awald, 2017). The wateollected fromSkaneateles treated with chlorine, fluoride,

and several agents to protect consumers from algae and lead dispersal in pipes before being
pumped through water pipes to residential areas. This process is overseen by the City of
Syracuse Deagrtment of Water, which also monitors water for contamination and presence of
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harmful chemicals. In 2017 there was an algal bloomiofocysytisin Skaneatelekake that
produces a toxin detrimental to humans. The Department of Water treated this ygboost
chlorine levels, which was effective in making the water potable. The rainfall and heat of the
summer of 2017 led to the conditions in which an algal bloom occurred, and research is still
ongoingto sedf it is likely to happen again.

Sewagdreatment. Sewage in the University Area is treated at the Metropolitan Syracuse
Wastewater Treatment Plant and then released into Onondaga Lake (Water Environment
Protection, 2018). The local sewer lines are overseen by the Syracuse City Departmelit of Pub
Works, while the wastewater treatment is overseen by the Onondaga County Department of
Water Environment Protection. Historicalthe treatment of wastewater has been an issue due to
the contamination and degradation of Onondaga Lake. The Supeiiiméhsicontaminated

mostly by industrybutalso bythe influx of phosphorousom treated waste wates500 million

dollars were spent by the county to upgrade the Metropolitan treatment plant (Coin, 2018). Some
issues still pervade the sewer syst&rmhas old pig that needeplacement andnh several

placesraw wastewateflowing into the waterways during floodRyan McMahonthe Chairman

of theOnondaga Countlegislature said that'l think the sewer infrastructure is our biggest

issue facing countgovernment in the next 10 yea(€oin, 2018). While these sewer leakages

are not within the University Area specifically, they do emphasize the aging nature of the sewage
lines in Syracuse.

Summary. Overall the University Area has many different elatseghat contribute to the
community. Both students and lotgrm residents share this space andeitg resource such
asWestcott &eet andhemany community parks. Some zoning issues could be updated and
revised, and the zoning for green spauoesds refinement for continuous designation and
protections. There are largeale issugwith infrastructure that neegbdating, which is typical

of older cities. Many of these issues must be addressed at the city or county level, but the parks
system maye able to offer recommendations or advocacy for solutions to thesemsoble



PARKS AND OTHER GREENSPACES

Introduction

The University Neighborhood is located on the saitof the City of Syracuse historically

important locatiordue to the connewity of crossroads antherailway system in Central New

York State(Onondaga County Planning Agency, 2018yipr edomi nant |l y resi der
neighborhood mdeup of single, two-, and thred a mi | y (GityoofrSyracnise, 2012, p.

115)lies on the University Hill where academic institutions, health providecseational

facilities, small businesses, restaurants, paosl city parks provide communitgsidents witha

way of living andwellness.
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Figure 1. Lcion of the University Neighborhood parks in Syracuse NY, UB#&borated by
A. Urcuqui(Google Earth, 2018)



The University Neighborhood of Syracuse is characterized by at leady Jarks and

greerspaces that occupy approximaté|¢87acres These areas providmjoyment, recreational
opportunities, and a sense of communityrfeighborhoodnhabitants through sports fields,
community gardens, forest areaaturalpropertiesandhistorical corridors and siteg an urban
environmentEigure 1). In this chapter, the assessment shows the main natural and cultural
characteristics of the University Neighborhood parks and greenspaces, as well as the social and
recreational uses that veeidentified in these areas.

Basic park and greenspaces description

According to the assessmaritthe 1,187 acres of parks and greenspaces in the University Area
144.14 acres (12.14%) are city parks, 170.38 acres (14 &84gmeteries, 234.5 acres
(19.76%)areschootrelated properties (e.g. Syracuse University and Nottingham High School),
and the rest (53.75% or 637.97 aci@®private properties (i.e. Drumlins Country Club and

Rock CutQuarry), the Meadow brook Detention Basin of @mondaga Couwgit and the

Syracuse Water Authority property near Morningside Heights Park.

Since all these areas doaind withinan urban environment, most of them are characterized by
forest cover, lawn (e.g. playgrounds and sports fields), gardens, flowering garttsbyubs

which provide natural features for enjoymeégtiocal residentsparkfriends groupsyouth

groups and schoqlkcal colleges and universitiemmateur and professional athletes, and
visitors. In addition, the forest cover in Morningside Hesghark, Thornden Park, Westminster
Park, Meadowbrook Detention Basin, Rdgit Quarry, and the Syracuse Water Authority
property provide visitors connection to natural features through appreciation of wildlife and the
local vegetation. Moreover, the Syuse Water Authority property, Ro€kut Quary,

Westminster Park, and Thornden Park prowidautifulscenic views oDowntown Syracuse,

and the University neighborhood

Additionally, one characteristic highlightég this assessment is the national historical relevance
of the University Neighborhoo{City of Syracuse, 2008; National Register of Historic Places,
2018) According to the National Register of Historic Places, thexéa historic designed

sites in the University NeighborhooHBigure2) which were categorized as such due to their
architecturadating tothe late 180s and early 190(8lational Register of Historic Places, 2018)
thar British heritage and remembran@escott Community Center, n.dgnd the early
urbanization of the cityDepartment of the Interior & National Park Service, 1983)

Finally, there are multiple organizations that work in the University Neighborhood to protect and
beautify these areas, and to promote recreational, cultural and social activitiest 28 leas
community organizations, Friends groups, and colleges were identified as key actors in the area.
Of them, the Barry Park Association (BP®uter Comstock Neighborhood Association

University Neighborhood Preservation Association (UNPA), Meadowbraaghborhood
Association (MNA), Southeast University Nborhood Association (SEUNAJYestcott
Neighborhood of Syracuse NY (WNS), Westcott East Neighborhood Association (WENA),
Historic Oakwood Cemetery Preservation Association (HOCPA), Onondaga Historical
Association (OHA), Thornden Park Association (TPA), and Eastwood Neighborhood
Association (ENA) are actively working in the neighborh@¢8gracuse Parks Conservancy,

n.d.)
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Flgure 2 Locatlon of thehistoric designed areas in the University Nelghborhood Syracuse NY,
USA (National Register of Historic Places, 2018)
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Table 2. General characteristics of the University Neighborhood Parks.

Type of Name Acreage| Owner Manager Natural Historic and
Area and/or features cultural
community features
groups
City Parks| Barry Park | 15.13 [ City of | BPA, UNPA, Lawn Named after a
(144.14 Syracuse MNA, former
acres SEUNA, Commissioner
total) WNS, WENA, of the Parks
Meadowbrook Department whd
Beautification studied at SU
Association
(MBA)
Comfort 3.22 City of Outer Lawn, rain| Named after ong
Tyler Park Syracusgd Comstock garden, | of thefounding
Neighborhood| flowering fathers of
Association garden Syracuse, NY
(OCNA)
Loguen 1.52 City of | WNS, WENA, Lawn Erie Canal
Park Syracuse UNPA, Route; Historic
SEUNA corridor of the
City of Syracuse
- Genesee Streg
Morningside| 30.85 | City of [ WNS, WENA, Forest | Hidden stairway
Heights Syracusg UNPA, ESF, cover, Morningside
Park SU,SEUNA, | community reservoir
HOCPA, garden
OHA, BPA,
Nottingham
High School
Sherman 2.22 City of BPA, MNA Lawn Ball field
Field Syracuse

12
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Table 2 (continued). General characteristics of the University Neighborhood Parks.

Type of Name Acreage| Owner Manager Natural Historic and
Area and/or features cultural
community features
groups
City Parks | Thornden 76.00( City of | TPA, WNS, Lawn, Historic
(continued)| Park Syracusg WENA, forest Designed
UNPA, cover, Landscape: Elon
SEUNA, artificial | P. Stewart
MNA, Rose pond, Standpipe,
Society (RS) [ gardens, | British heritage,
flowering | Carriage house,
garden, | Field house.
landscapq E.M. Memorial
Rose Garden,
Stone Benches
Memorial
Walnut Park 3.42| City of | Syracuse Lawn Walnut Park
Syracusg University Historic District:
SU fraternities,
Chancell
house
Ormond 7.00| City of | Syracuse Free| Lawn Ormond Spence
Spencer Syracusg Skatepark, Park named afte
Park Ormond a Syracuse
Spencer Park Police officer
Association, who died in
East Woods 1964
Skate Plaza,
ENA
Westminstel 4.78( City of | WNS, WENA, | Lawn, The Westminste
Park Syracusg UNPA, forest Tract.
SEUNA cover Probably named

to evoke the are
around
Westminster
Abbey and
Palace of
Westminster in
London.
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Table 2 (continued). General characteristics of the University Neighborhood Parks.

Type of Name Acreage| Owner Manager Natural | Historic and
Area and/or features | cultural
community features
groups
Cemeteries| Morningside 4.39]| Privately | WNS, WENA, | Lawn, Berkeley Park
(170.38 Cemetery held UNPA, forest Subdivision
acres total) SEUNA, cover Historic District
HOCPA
Oakwood 160.00| Privately | WNS, WENA, | Forest | National
Cemetery held UNPA, cover, | Register of
SEUNA, lawn, Historic Places:
HOCPA drumlins| Victorian-style
monuments and
mausoleums;
Landscaping
architecture
designed by the
NYC gardener
Howard Daniels
Old Rose 5.99| Privately | OCNA Lawn Jewish
Cemetery held cemeteries
Schoot Hookway 28.20( Syracuse Lawn,
related Athletic University forest
greenspace]| Field cover,
(234.5 scrubs
acres total)
Nottingham 49.30| Syracuse Lawn
High School City
School
District
Skytop SU 157| Syracuse Lawn,
fields University forest
cover
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Table 2 (continued). General characteristics of thiiversity Neighborhood Parks.

Type | Name Acreage| Owner Manager Natural Historic and
of and/or features | cultural features
Area community
groups
Other | Drumlins | 260.00| Drumlins Forest Established in the
areas | Country Inc. cover, historic 260acre
(637.97| Club lawn, Nottingham Farm.
acres ponds, Opened to member
total) gardens | since 1926.
Meadow 41.60| Onondaga | BPA, UNPA, | Lawn,
brook County MBA, MNA, forest
Detention SEUNA, MNS, | cover,
Basin WENA flowering
garden,
water
reservoir,
migratory
species
(Canada
geese,
Mallard
duck)
RockCut | 333.52| Hanson Hanson Lawn, Privatelyowned old
Quarry Aggregateq Aggregates forest guarry site
(Skytop New York [ New York LLC | cover,
Quarry) LLC landscape
Syracuse 2.85| City of WNS, WENA, | Forest Morningside
Water Syracuse | UNPA, ESF, |cover, reservoir
Authority SU, SEUNA, | Landscape
Property HOCPA,
OHA, BPA
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Facilities and infrastructure

The facilities and infrastructure of each park is presentda@lale3. The first column outlines

the water and sewer infrastructure at each park including storm water, wates sodgce
wastewater disposal.ciimns 2 and 3 present details on the road systems and parking including
a grading system for the current conditiortte pavemenbf parkinglots roadsand walkways.
Pavement grades weretdrmined on a scale of 1 to%< undamaged new paving =

continuous level surface with minor cracks but no developed holes, 3 = continuous level surface
that has cracks and holes smaller than 8 inchdmimeter, 2 = major cracks and holes that have
developed beyond 8 inches in diameterd 1= crumbling with minimal continuous level

surfac@. Columns 5, 6and 7 briefly describe the existence of trails, restrooms and buildings
within each park respeugly. Playgrounds are outlined in column 7 with a grading system
determined on a scale of 1 tq13= a structurally compromised playgroyrii= structurally safe

but out of dateand 3= newplayground) The final column of the chart outlines the sports
facilities at each location based on the permanent infrastructure gleegebiasebaldiamonds

and basketbatiourts)

Each of the spaces is equipped with at least one sign naming the Ipcati@ver with the

exception of roadway signage in Thorndeark there is minimal directional signage for roads,
walkways and trails. Gardens are maintained at Thornden and ComforPasigrwith

community gardens at Morningsiéark that residents reserve each season. Throughout the
parks are manyniquefeaures including the amphitheater at Thornden, the stairs at Westminster
and Morningsidd®arks, andhe outdoor recreation center at Skytop.
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Table 3. Facilities and infrastructure

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Area Water & | Roads | Parking | Trails & Buildings | Restrooms| Playground | Sports
Sewage Walkways Condition | Facilities
Comfort Storm N/A N/A sidewalks |Pavilion [Portable 1- Grade 3 |Basketball,
Tyler water Rain around Restroom tennis,
Garden entrance baseball
Barry Park [City water |N/A 163 sidewalk on |Communit|Inside 1-Grade 2 |basketball,
& sewer parking |2 sides y building |[community soccer,
spots building Baseball
Grade 3
Sherman N/A N/A N/A N/A Fence N/A N/A baseball
Field baseball
diamond
barrier
Thornden storm 4 28 brick 9 Inside at 1- Grade 3 [football,
Park water Internal |parking |walkways |Structures|Pool, soccer,
system, [Roads; Jspaces, [crisscross inside/outsiq basketball,
City water [one way|Grade 3 |between e at football swimming,
& sewer |Grade 4 roads, dirt field hiking,
paths on
northern end
Walnut Park [N/A N/A N/A Sidewalks [N/A N/A N/A N/A
Grade 5
Westminster |Storm N/A N/A Paved circle [N/A N/A N/A N/A
Park drain & staircase
down to
Euclid Ave
Grade 2
Loguen Park|N/A N/A N/A Sidewalks [N/A N/A 1-Grade 3 |N/A
half Grade 5
half Grade 2
Ormond N/A N/A N/A Sidewalks [N/A N/A 1- Grade 2 |Skating,
Spencer around Park Basketball,
Park and through Baseball

1 end Grade
3
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Table 3 (continued). Facilities and infrastructure

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Area Water & | Roads | Parking | Trails & Buildings | Restrooms| Playground Sports
Sewage Walkways Condition Facilities
Morningsid |Water Entrance |Internal [multiple Small N/A N/A N/A
e Park towers, |Driveway,|lot with 6 trails cross |garage an(
storm closed spaces |park water
water internal |Grade 3 towers
system |road
Grade 3
Oakwood |Storm Paved 100 + along roads |mausoleu [N/A N/A N/A
Cemetery |water road and |spaces ms,
system |Dirt road maintenan
system ce barns
Paving
Grade 4
Morningsid |Storm Driveway |Along N/A Mausoleu |N/A N/A N/A
e Cemetery|drain to Driveway m
Mausoleu
m
Grade 5
Hookway [N/A Parking |65 N/A Bathroom |Outdoor  |N/A soccer fields
Fields lot parking Building, |nextto
Grade 3 |spaces Equipment parking lot
Building
South City water|1 Road to|N/A Hiking trails [Radio N/A 1-Grade 3 |N/A
Campus & sewer |Activity tower,
Lands Area Environme
Grade 3 ntal
Education
center
Drumlins  |City water|Drive-way|280 System of |12 Inside N/A Golf,
Golf Course|& sewer parking |paved cart |Buildings |clubhouse, Tennis,
spaces [paths 2 outdoor Swimming
Grade 4 |between facilities
holes between
Grade 4 holes
Rock Cut |N/A N/A N/A Trails aroundN/A N/A N/A Mountain
Quarry pit Biking trails

Outdoor activities, events, and programs available ithe parks
Although there were some parks and greensgaceghich no information was found regarding
outdoor activities, events, and programs, most of these areasaaily used by the community

residentsand visitorg Table 4) The main outdoor activities in most parks were soccer, football,
baseball, tennis, baseball, ultimate frisbee, lacrosse, and basketball. Also, swimming is present at

Thornden ParkCity of Syracuse, 201&nd Drumlins Counyr Club (Drumlins Country Club,
2017)whereswimming classeare offeredor children and adults.
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There are several programs and activities for families in these areas. Children can use

playgrounds in at leafive parks (Thorden Park, Barry ParkQrmond SpencdPark, Comfort

Tyler Park, and Loguen P3grlor participate in any of the activities that are offered by Friends

groups, park associations, community organizations, or the Syracuse Department of Parks,
Recreation & YouthProgramsin fact, the Cityof Sy r a cnuobile @cseation units hawe

presence in Thornden Park and Barry R@iky of Syracuse, 2018)amilies and (university)
students may attend 0 Wal keasscgltural topics an8 praanote thed We s t
integration of the communitfyVescott Community Center, n.dljhese walking tours and

cultural trails (e.g. Morningside Cultural Trails) are promoted by Friends groups, community
organizatios, and schools (e.g. Syracuse University and ESF) who have recently supported
these activities with specific topics in Syra
addition, community potlucks, fitness and wellness classes, festivalgattdtrs, and the

farmers market are promoted in the University Neighbortf@géescott Community Center, n.d.;

WSCT, 2018) These activities and events may attract members of the Syracuse community and
visitors from otker countiesprovidinga great opportunity for the promotion and marketing of

the University Neighborhood.

Finally, although festivals, cultural fairs, thematic walking trails, and sports events (e.g. the
6Syrathond, a r unni ngwhowantgairapnoveftheirathietimskillse ur r un
while visiting Syr acus e visitors(€ity of Sypaausek 20)8heyay b e
need to be promoted and marketed to guarantee successful results.
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Table 4. Activities, events, and programs in the University Neighborhood Parks.

Type of Name Outdoor activities Events Current park
greenspace programs
City parks | Barry park | Sports: baseball, Community Youth Soccer
basketball, soccer, Potluck, Annual | League, Full day
football, tennis, lacrosse, | Barry Park Fun | programs at Barry
biking, running, walking, | Run, %2 Day Park, Adventure in
ultimate frisbee. Family | Tennis Camp, |the Park (mobile
gathering, playground, an Multi-Sport recreation units),
picnic. Birdwatching, Camp, SUNY Westalks, Walking
wildlife watching. ESF Science tours: Morningside|
Session Il Camp| cultural trails
Comfort Sports: baseball,
Tyler Park | basketball, soccer, tennis
ultimate frisbee, running.
Family gathering,
playground, and picnic.
Loguen Family gathering, Walking tours: The
Park playground, and picnic. old neighborhood
part 1
Morningside| Family gathering, Community
Heights community gathering, ang gardening through
Park picnic. Community affiliation.
gardening. Walking tours:
Walking, running, and Morningside
hiking. Birdwatching and cultural trails, Tree
wildlife watching. Trail Scavenger.
Sherman Sports: baseball,
Field football, soccer, ultimate

frisbee. Running and

walking.
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Table 4 (continued). Activities, events, and programs in the University Neighborhood Parks.

Type of Name Outdoor activities Events Current park
greenspace programs
City parks | Thornden | Sports: baseball, Rose Day at Adult Fitness and
Park football, soccer, Thornden, Park Wellness program
basketball, tennis, Rose arena, (FIT! Parks- free
lacrosse, and weddings, Chili outdoor fitness).
swimming. Bowl Fest, Earth | Swimming lessons
Family gathering, Day, Annual Seed | Adventure in The
playground, picnic and| & Perennial Park (mobile
community gathering. | Exchange, Syracus recreation units).
Running, walking, Shakespeare Arts and Crafts
biking. Weight lifting. | Festival, Close the | (mobile recreation
Birdwatching and window on units). Discovery
wildlife watching. childhood lead Camp. Westalks.
poisoning, weeding| Walking tours: The
and gardening, Old Neighborhood
Maple Day Part 1.
Shakespearm-
the-park.
Walnut Park| Student gathering, SU public events
picnic.
Walking and running.
Ormond Sports: tennis, Eastwood Emile Health & Wellness
Spencer basketball, freskate | run, Annual Tree [ Classes
Park park, baseball. Lighting & Holiday

Family gathering,
picnic, and playground
Walking and running.

Movie, Annual
Eastwood Market
Day, Annual East
Woods Plaza Clear
up, Memorial Day
Parade.

Westminster
Park

Sports: running,
walking.

Westalks. Walking
tours: Westcott
England and West
of Westcott
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Table 4 (continued). Activities, events, and programs in the University Neighborhood Parks.

Type of Name Outdoor activities Events Current park
greenspace programs
Cemeteries | Morningside| Sports: running and Walking tours:
Cemetery | hiking. Walking, Morningside
Community gathering, cultural trails
family gathering.
Birdwatching and
wildlife watching.
Oakwood [ Sports: running and | Stumpy Stampede | Walking Tours:
Cemetery | walking, Community | (ESF 5K Race) Oakwood Flat
gathering, family Trail, Oakwood
gathering. Invasive Trail,
Birdwatching and Oakwood Tree
wildlife watching. Trail, Ghost Trail,
Morningside
cultural trails
Old Rose Walking, community
Cemetery [ gathering, family
gathering.
School Hookway Sports: football, Sports tournamentq Sports and
related Athletic soccer, lacrosse, intramurals. recreational
Field ultimate frisbee. programs
Running, walking.
Nottingham | Sports: football, Sports tournamentq Sports and
High School| soccer, baseball, intramurals. recreational
tennis, lacrosse, programs
ultimate frisbee.
Running, walking.
Skytop SU | Sports: football, Sportstournaments| Sports and
Fields soccer, lacrosse, intramurals. recreational
ultimate frisbee. programs

Running, walking.
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Table 4 (continued). Activities, events, and programs in the University Neighborhood Parks.

Type of Name Outdoor activities Events Current park
greenspace programs
Other Drumlins | Sports: golf, swimming,| Sports tournamentg Sports and
areas Country indoor and outdoor recreational
Club tennis. Walking and programs
running.

Birdwatching and
wildlife watching

Mead Sports: Running, Annual Barry Park | Walking tours:
brook walking, fishing. Family| Fun Run, SUNY Morningside
Detention | gathering, picnic. ESF Science cultural trails
Basin Birdwatching and Session Il Camp
wildlife watching
RockCut | Sports: Running, Mountain bike
Quarry walking, hiking, biking, trails
mountain biking.
Syracuse | Sports: running, hiking Walking tours:
Water and walking. Morningside
Authority | Birdwatching and cultural trails

Property wildlife watching.

Safety and security

Table5 outlines categories associated with safety/security concerns and infrastructure at each of
the locations. The first column describes specific safety problems that need immediate attention.
Secondlighting isincluded fo be consideredhelighting mustbe located within the park and

not on adjacent streg¢ts histableshows that there are few places in tbaiversity area that are
equipped with lightingpther than that foundlongadjacenstreets. In the third column the

pavement was graded on the sdinme 5 scalaised intable 2 this grade is in relation to the

overall condition of all paad areascluding basketball and tennis courts etc. The final two
columns cover the presence of a First Aid kit or AED equipment at each of the locations.
ThorndenPark and Drumlins golf Course are the only locations that have permanent First Aid
kits and AED equipment. All of the locations are within the jurisdiction of the Syracuse Police
Departmentindnearto multiple city hospitals. For major events in the p#rk organizing

entity currently responsible for providing necessary safety equipment during activities and events
is indicated

Summary

The UniversityArea has significant natural and historical features that have been recognized by
both the local and the federal government through their designation as protected sites or
historical designed sites. These areas are used for heritage tourism, educasonichesents
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by community organizations, Friends groups, schools, and the government. In addition, though
most of the University Neighborhood parks and greenspaces are primarily used for active
recreation (sports), these spaces provide the opportunitietgrate the community, visitors,

students, and other actors through social activities (e.g. community meetings and picnics, cultural
fairs, festivals), andontemplation ofirban nature (e.g. wildlife watching, beautification of
landscape and gardens).

However, three main barriers were found during this assessment. Firstly, there is no inventory of
animals, plants, and other species that could be used to improvelegacetourism activities,
appreciation of local and migratory species, and praaticesnservation and beautification.
Secondly, the information about community organizations, current and past events, recreational
and educational programs, cultural activities, and the historical meaning of these areas is
disseminated through multiple waates or outdated. Third, the parks are lackeigty and

security resources esitesuch ag-irst Aid kits and AEB which are necessary pieces of

equipment for consistentlysed recreational areas. Also, most websites need to be modified
aesthetically ash functionally to contribute tthe promotion of these areas.

24



Table 5. Safety and security

Name of Area 1 2 3 4 5
Safety Lighting | Pavement| First Aid kit AED on site

Concerns Grade
Comfort N/A None Grade 4 None None
Tyler
Barry Park N/A None Grade 3 | In community In community

center during center during
activities activities

Sherman N/A None No None None
Field Pavement
Thornden Uncovered holg On internal Grade 3 | In Pool building | In Pool building
Park between pool | streets during activities,| during activities,

and road sports building | sports building

permanently permanently

Walnut Park N/A None Grade 5 None None
Westminster | stairs require None Grade 3 None None
Park immediate

attention
Loguen Park N/A None Grade 4 None None
Water Street N/A None Grade 3 None None
Park
Morningside N/A None Grade 3 None None
Park
Oakwood N/A None, only| Grade 2 None None
Cemetery near

buildings
Morningside N/A None Grade 4 None None
Cemetery
Hookway N/A Field Lighty Grade 4 None None
Fields
South N/A None Dirt road None None
Campus
Lands
Drumlins N/A Around Grade 4 On site On site
Golf Course buildings
and parking
lot

Rock Cut Unmaintained None N/A None None
Quarry Trails
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TRAILS AND OTHER TRAVEL CORRIDORS

Introduction

In this section, we assessed the existing trails in the University Area green spaces. In our
assessment, we classified the trails into 3 categories: paved road, Paved path/ sidewalk, and dirt
path. We created a table for each park or area to communicateva$ assessed. The tables

include a general description of the trail, the length, type of users, if any trail markers are
present, and whether the trail is accessible. The table captions describe concernghemaick

for each park and its trails. We were unable to determine clexazttof use of trails because of

a lack of data. We only considered roads that bisect or travel directly through the green space or
park.

Comfort Tyler Park

This park is very accessibladhas an accessible path leading to the majority of amenities in
this park.

Trail General Description Length | Types of Trail Trail fully
(mi) Trall Markers accessile?
Users (Y/N) (Y/N)
Paved Pathg Sidewalks along adjacent| 0.36 Walkers N Y

Sidewalks | streets, a widasphalt trail
leading to the shelter and
playground

Key

Redi Paved Roads
Purplei Paved Paths
Greeni Unpaved
Paths
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Barry Park and Syracuse Detention Basin

There are no paved paths actually in Barry Park, not even leadimg ptayset. The dirt path

surrounding the detention basin is slanted and difficult to walk on. This path is easily eroded.
They are unmarked trails in the woods to the east of the detention basin. They have compacted

soil, andare well eroded.

Trail General Description Length | Types of | Trail Trail fully
(mi) Trall Markers | accessile?
Users (Y/N) (Y/N)

Paved Meadowbrook Drruns betweer] 0.31 | Walkers N Y
Roads Barry Park and the Syracuse Bikers

Detention Basin; it is a ongay Drivers

road, with the other half

reserved for a walking/biking

path and parking
Paved There is a sidewalk along whe| 0.49 | Walkers N Y
Paths/ the park toucheBroad St
Sidewalks
Dirt Paths | A mulched path loops around 1.1 Walkers N N

the detention basin

Key

Redi Paved Roads
Purplei Paved Paths
Greeni Unpaved
Paths
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ShermanField

This park simply consists of a small baseball field. There anstamal paths or trails, so the
park itself is inaccessible.

Trall General Length Types of Trall Trail fully
Description (mi) Trail Users| Markers accessilte?
(Y/N) (Y/N)
Paved Paths/ | Sidewalk along 0.8 Walkers N Y
Sidewalks Cumberland Ave

-

- " Key

.P ‘- Redi Paved Roads
8 n Purplei Paved Paths
Greeni Unpaved
Paths

L st
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Thornden Park

The main issue in this large park is the paved/ brick trails need to be managed and maintained as

many are disappearing underneath soil and grass. The road bisecting the padulgasoom
for parking, bikers, and moving vehicles at the same time.

Trall General Description Length | Types of Trail Trail fully
(mi) Trail Markers | accessile?
Users (Y/N) (Y/N)
Paved A network of roads within the 1.73 | Walkers N Y
Roads park connecting Ostrom Ave, § Bikers
Beech St, Ackerman Ave, and Drivers
Greenwood PI; a section from
the northwest entrance where
pavement deteriorated*
Paved Many bricked paths being 1.21 | Walkers N N
Paths/ overgrown; a sidewalk along
Sidewalks | part of where Ostrom Ave
touches theark; a network of
brick paths in the Rose Gardel
* Soon to be repaved
Key
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Paths

Redi Paved Roads
Purplei Paved Paths
Greeni Unpaved























































































































































































































































