Vermont NAMP Soil Sampling Methods – 2008
We are collaborating with scientists at SUNY in Syracuse to identify site factors important to recovery from forest tent caterpillar defoliation. Over the past 2 years, the 38 NAMP plots in Vermont, and 18 plots in NY have been evaluated for defoliation, crown health, and a long list of site factors. Since soil nutrition seems to be important in determining whether trees recover or decline from defoliation, we will be collecting one soil sample at each of our NAMP clusters this year to send to SUNY for this study. 

Equipment

Bulb planter (mark 12 cm depth with a sharpie)

Gallon ziplock bag (one bag is needed for each cluster)

Sharpie for labeling the bag

Cooler with ice pack in your truck

Procedure
· Complete all your normal NAMP ratings on the plot before collecting soil sample.

· Go to one of the corner stakes at the center plot to collect the soil.

· Scrap away the leaf layer and the organic layer before taking your soil sample.

· Collect one bulb planter’s worth (to a depth of 12 cm) of the mineral soil and place in a baggie. If you can’t get soil to that depth (rocks, only organic soil, water…), move to another corner of the center plot.
· Label the baggie with: Vermont, Cluster number, Date, Last name of crew leader.

· Put in the cooler when you return to your truck, and in a refrigerator until transported.

· The samples should be delivered to the Essex office by mid-August for drying and shipping. 

· All the Vermont soil samples will be sent to Syracuse at the end of August.
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