2018 Head Orientation Leaders!
Name: Nina Bellus
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Senior
Major: Environmental Resources Engineering
Involved in:
Society of Women Engineers (SU Club), Alumni
Association caller (On-campus student job)
Why do you love ESF?
ESF is so accepting, and we welcome everyone
with open arms. The professors are awesome and
really care about their students. Besides being a
close-knit community, ESF has given me with the
skills I need to enter my field of study.
Name: Michael Mahoney
Favorite part about being an OL:
I love being able to interact with new students and
help them settle into ESF. I get to watch them fall in
love with ESF and get excited about being here.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
As cliché as it sounds, these four years will fly by so
make the most out of them! Be yourself and you’ll find
yourself surrounded by likeminded people who will
become lifelong friends.

Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Senior!
Major: Forest Ecosystem Science
Involved in:
Syracuse University Outing Club (Currently:
Webmaster, Arrowhead; Past: Publicity Chair,
Backpacking Chair, Equipment Room Chair);
Undergraduate research (talk to me about tree diseases
or beavers)
Why do you love ESF?
There’s nowhere else like ESF. The small-school
community with access to big-school resources right
next door, the tight focus of what we do, the supportive
community… it just can’t be beat.
Favorite part about being an OL:
I love the opportunity to create such an awesome
experience for you all! We’ve got an amazing crew of
OLs and an incredible week planned for you.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Ask for help! There’s so many resources here for you at
ESF, and we all want you to succeed. If there’s
anything you need, feel free to reach out to any of the
OLs, or Student Affairs staff, or your professors – I
love how supportive this place is.

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Albert Park
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Class of 2019
Major: Environmental Resources Engineering
Involved in:
Undergraduate Student Association (USA)
New York Water and Environmental Association
(NYWEA)
Korean Church of Syracuse
Why do you love ESF?

Name: Allie Henderson
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Senior
Major:
Environmental Resources Engineering
Involved in:
I’m in ERE club, Engineers Without Borders, SU
intramural volleyball, and I am the Society of
Women Engineers Professional Liaison.
Why do you love ESF?
I love how welcoming and friendly all the people here
are and the atmosphere of the school. There are so
many opportunities to meet new people and get
involved with what you are passionate about.
Favorite part about being an OL:
My favorite part about being an OL is getting to meet
so many new and amazing people, help new students,
and being able to participate in all the fun events
going on during the week.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Don’t be afraid to try new things! It’s great finding
out what you love and meeting others who share your
hobbies and passions. Also ask for help if you need it!

I love ESF because of its community! You can find a lot
of incredible people on campus and most people here
care deeply about a lot of different environmental issues.
Favorite part about being an OL:
My favorite part about being an OL is being able to help
the first year class get through their first weeks in
college, including helping them set up their schedules,
helping them find clubs they might be interested in, and
pinpointing the best places around esf to hammock.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Don’t be scared to try new things, and if you struggle
with school there are plenty of resources on campus to
help you get through your classes!

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Amelia Dragone
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Junior
Major: Wildlife Science
Involved in:
Vice President of ESF’s Bob Marshall Club, which is a
great group of outdoor loving backpackers.
Why do you love ESF?
ESF is a close-knit community full of people with big
hearts and colorful personalities. Simply walking around
campus, you’re greeted with many hellos and smiling faces.
It’s a place I will always consider home.
Favorite part about being an OL:
Being an OL makes me feel like I have a bigger part in
shaping the ESF community. I get to help freshmen find
their little niche in our wonderful family, and help them
discover what makes ESF special.
Advice and thoughts for new students:

Name: Audrey Fatone
College may be a little overwhelming at first, but that’s
okay! Be sure to find a balance between school work and
having fun. Try and keep some sanity amidst all the papers, Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Sophomore
exams, and mastering bios. Step out of your comfort zone, Major: Environmental Biology
meet new people, and try new experiences. You’ll only
end up regretting the opportunities you don’t take.

Involved in:

Cross Country, Track, Food Recovery Network, FORCES
Why do you love ESF?
ESF have been an incredible and unique college experience so
far. Being surrounded by like-minded people with a passion
for the environment is motivating academically and easier to
make friendships with peers.
Favorite part about being an OL:
This is my first year joining the OL family, but I cannot wait
to establish friendships with a new group of people, the
current OLs and of course the incoming first years!
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Make the most of your classes and experiences here! The
college experience truly only happens once, and you do not
what to miss out on all the fun that can happen here! Spend
less time worrying and more time growing. Also, avoid
Sadler breadsticks…they’re addictive.

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Bethany (Beth) Elliott
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Senior
Major: Environmental Biology with Organic Chemistry focus
Involved in:
Bob Marshall Club, Honor’s Program, Environmental Writing
and Rhetoric Minor, Student Ambassadors, student research
Why do you love ESF?
Everyone is here for the same cause, which makes talking to
people and making friends very easy to do. Everyone is so full
of passion for making the word a better place, and it really
does contribute to the sense of community and family felt
throughout ESF.
Favorite part about being an OL:
Name: Bernadette Flehmer

Major: Environmental Resources Engineering

I get to make orientation week as special for incoming
freshmen as it was for me. I met some of my best friends
during orientation week, and I’m glad I get to make fun
memories and friendships happen for the new students.

Involved in:

Advice and thoughts for new students:

Engineers Without Borders, Syracuse University
Outing Club, Food Recovery Network, and Federal
Work Stud- Office Assistant.

Form good study habits early on! ESF kids are smart, which
means you may not have had to study very much in high
school. That is definitely going to change, so go to review
workshops, take notes in lecture, and find way to study that
work for you as soon as possible.

Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Junior

Why do you love ESF?
ESF has a certain vibe to it. On campus, you get a sense
that you’re somewhere safe and surrounded by friendly
people. Plus, it’s fun to see students walk around
barefoot and climb trees between classes.
Favorite part about being an OL:
You get a lot of free food during orientation week and I
love free food. Who doesn’t? It brings people together!
Advice and thoughts for new students:
You’re going to be busy your freshman year, but you’ll
get through it having accomplished so much. At the end
of the year, it will have been a memorable experience
(=

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Billie Holecek
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Junior
Major: Sustainable Energy Management
Involved in:
Study Abroad
Sustainable Energy Club
Campus Cursive
Why do you love ESF?
ESF has a place for everyone, no matter what your interests are.
It’s really inclusive here and the classes are amazing as well.
Favorite part about being an OL:
I love helping people find their niche and potentially creating
friendships that could last for a life-time.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Put yourself out there! It’s uncomfortable at first but you’ll be
able to meet so many new people this way. Also make sure you
actually study.
Name: Carly Rippel
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Senior
Major: Environmental Studies, Policy Planning and
Law
Involved in: Environmental Studies Student
Organization (ESSO), AXS Honor Society, ESF in the
High School Outreach, Public Speaking Lab
Why do you love ESF? ESF just feels like home! It is
full of people who want to see you succeed in
everything you do. The support from your peers,
professors, and faculty is so unique, it’s just a great
place to be 
Favorite part about being an OL: Showing new
Stumpies around their beautiful new home
Advice and thoughts for new students: Don’t be
afraid to speak up! Be it in class or around campus, let
your voice be heard! Also, don’t walk across the quad.
Seriously. Don’t.

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Carson Rowe
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Sophomore
Major: Environmental Studies
Involved in:
The Undergraduate Student Association serving as the
Vice President, the Bob Marshall Club, and the
Woodsmen team!
Why do you love ESF?

Name: Charlotte Bernhard
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Senior
Major: Wildlife Science
Minor: Marine Science, and Environmental Writing &
Rhetoric
Involved in: My homework
Officer of The Wildlife Society at ESF for 3 years
Watching Sharknado films
Why do you love ESF?
Above all ESF is academically incredible. The reputation
of the school and professors is in high standing and
recognized by others. The atmosphere is warm (not the
weather) and the people at ESF are intelligent, curious,
and kind.
Favorite part about being an OL:
Helping new students transition to life at ESF and seeing
their progress throughout the year and into the future.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Meet new people, experience new things. Don’t be afraid
to start conversations. Introduce yourself to classmates for
extra resources during the semester! (Like when you miss
the bus for a field trip to Baltimore because the bus drove
away with you standing outside of it and you had no one
to call)

I love ESF because of all the wonderful people who create
a warm, friendly, and welcoming community. People at
this school are genuine, kind, and caring and honestly just
want to see their peers succeed.
Favorite part about being an OL:
My favorite part about being an OL is that I get the
opportunity to welcome all the wonderful new students to
this campus. I get to help transition them into a wonderful
place and create a fun and exciting atmosphere to start off
their time here!
Advice and thoughts for new students:
My best advice is to get involved. Day one of my
orientation week I walked up to the Undergraduate
Student Association table and said I wanted to join, since
then I have made incredible friends, learned so much and
have never looked back. Another valuable piece of advice
is to manage your time and keep a calendar organization is
important, and proper time management reduces stress
levels immensely.

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Cassie Rogers
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Senior
Major: Conservation Biology
Involved in:
The Wildlife Society
Orientation
Why do you love ESF?
I love how accepting everyone is, and the
community that we have here.
Favorite part about being an OL:
Acting like a complete doofus so that all the
freshman feel cooler than me.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Don’t worry about what other people think,
have fun and enjoy where you are.

Name: Christian A. Chevalier
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Junior
Major: Wildlife Science
Involved in:
SUNY ESF Men’s Soccer Team, TroutBums fly fishing club,
SUNY ESF Bass Fishing Team, The Wildlife Society,
Undergraduate Student Association, Teaching Assistant, Eastern
Cottontail Trail camera research
Why do you love ESF?
The comradery among students here is unparalleled. Everyone is
extremely nice and including of others. The professors are some
of the greatest scientific minds in our world today, so I know
that I am getting the best education possible.
Favorite part about being an OL:
I love being goofy and running around and this gives me the
opportunity. I love meeting the new students and being able to
help them through their time here at ESF. We provide an
orientation experience unlike any other institution, which I
believe is quite unique, in a good way!
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Don’t be scared. We’ve all been in your shoes at one time or
another and look how we turned out! Don’t be afraid to ask
questions. Everyone is here to help you and they do so very well,
whether it be your OLs, professors, or administrative personnel.
Get out of your comfort zone and try some new things because
this is your time to do so.

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!

Name: Danny Blake
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Fall 2015
Major: Polymer Chemistry
Involved in:
Green Campus Initiative (GCI)
Bike Lanes On Euclid
Why do you love ESF?
Students have the freedom to choose the path that
fits best with their career goals. ESF offers several
specializations for their majors which gears students
toward the field that they hope to enter.
Favorite part about being an OL:
My favorite part about being an OL are the
friendships that last between OL’s and first-year and
between the OL’s themselves.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Don’t worry if the schoolwork seems to difficult at
first. It’s important to stay humble and remember
that we are here to learn.
-

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: David Sayre
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Junior
Major: Bioprocess Engineer
Involved in:
Syracuse Outing Club (SUOC), The Gathering @ESF,
PBE Club, Orientation Leader ;)
Why do you love ESF?
For me the culture around ESF has always been
attractive. The people are some of the most passionate,
caring, self-aware people I have ever met, who all
strive for excellence in their field and work really hard.

Name: Ellie Sherman

Favorite part about being an OL:

Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Junior

Being a part of the incoming students falling in love
with this university. I love having a first-hand seat at
these peers of mine not just surviving, but truly thriving
in every aspect of their lives.

Major: Conservation Biology

Advice and thoughts for new students:

Why do you love ESF?

Dive in. The name of the game is simple: give yourself
wholeheatedly to everything you do. In academics,
learn well and work hard to actually understand the
material. In friendships, be vulnerable and supportive.
In emotional/mental health make sure that you have
quality you time, and people you trust to confide in.

My parents both graduated from ESF, and I grew up in the
area, so ESF really is my home. Orientation week was one of
the best weeks of my life because I fell in love with this tight
knit community of like-minded people and made lifelong
friends. I think I found my real family when I joined Bob
Marshall Club, ESF’s hiking and backpacking club. My
freshman year I also went to Costa Rica for a course in
ecotourism, and last summer I spent three weeks at Cranberry
Lake Biological Station attending lectures and conducting
field work.

Involved in:
Bob Marshall Club, FORCES

Favorite part about being an OL:
I want to share my love of ESF by welcoming all of you into our
community. I am absolutely stoked to get to know all of you and
acclimate you to life on campus. I can’t wait to see the smiles on
your faces and introduce you to the friends that you will have for
life.

Advice and thoughts for new students:
Attend everything that you are even slightly interested in because
opportunities are around every corner and you never know who
you will meet or what will lead to your next adventure. Take risks
if they feel right and say what you mean. Befriend your peers, TAs,
and professors because the goal of everyone here is to help you!

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Elliott Carlson
Class Year: Senior
Major: Environmental Resources Engineering
Involved in:
Bob Marshall Club, Engineers Without Borders,
Engineers For a Sustainable Society, Food Recovery
Network
Why do you love ESF?

Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Sophomore

I love ESF for many reasons. All of the students and
faculty are very friendly and easily approachable. There
are copious opportunities at ESF to do so much in so
many different subject areas. The professors at ESF are
all very passionate about their subjects and are always
interested in doing research with undergraduates.

Major: Environmental Biology

Favorite part about being an OL:

Involved in:

Getting to meet all the new students, both first-years and
transfers! Welcoming them to ESF and showing off all
the great things our school has to offer. Our school has
specialized courses, travel opportunities, amazing
networking, and more. I enjoy finding out what
everyone is interested in and helping them find what
clubs to become involved in.

Name: Emily Link

Emerging Leaders, Community service, Sadler dining hall
employee
Why do you love ESF?
I love ESF because of the inclusive environment.
Everyone has a place they belong, and no one is judged for
being themselves and I just think that is really great.
Everyone here is also very passionate and strives to get
things done which I admire. As an environmentalist, I
especially appreciate everyone’s passion to help the
environment.
Favorite part about being an OL:
This is my first year as an OL but I am most looking
forward to welcoming the students to their new home and
helping them unlock the potential of their ESF experience.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Always be yourself. There are friends for everyone on
campus and if you aren’t yourself you won’t find people
you actually enjoy spending time with. Try as many new
things as possible, college is all about opportunities and
you never know if you’re going to like something new
unless you try it.

Advice and thoughts for new students:
Don’t be afraid to be yourself! Be weird! Be unique!
Orientation week is a chance to meet all of your peers
and make new friends. It is the time to find the people
who you can really connect with. Also, the more you put
into orientation week, the more you will get out of it.

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Emily Paul
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Junior
Major: Conservation Biology
Involved in:
Student Ambassadors, Desk Assistant at Centennial
Hall, Pre-Vet Club, The Gathering
Why do you love ESF?
The atmosphere and people are so positive! The
classes are really interesting too.
Favorite part about being an OL:
This is my first year as an OL but I loved how
welcoming and helpful my OL was. I can’t wait to
show you guys how amazing ESF is!
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Don’t be afraid to ask for help, everyone is friendly
and helpful! And get involved as much as you can on
campus.
Name: Emily Parsons
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Junior
Major: Paper Science and Engineering
Involved in:
-

Kappa Alpha Theta Sorority
Paper and Bioprocess Engineering Club
Alpha Chi Sigma Honors Society (AXS)
Syracuse University Women’s Club Lacrosse
Bob Marshall Club
Undergraduate Research

Why do you love ESF?
There’s free food sometimes.
Favorite part about being an OL:
All the people…and the shirts!
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Don’t forget to drink water for real… hydration is key.

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Emma Palermo
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Senior
Major: Environment Health (with a focus on Food
Protection)
Involved in:






SEEC (Student’s Environmental Education CoalitionTreasurer)
Syracuse University Outing Club
Honors Program
SU Verbal Blend Poetry
Food Recovery Network

Why do you love ESF?
I love the people here the most. Everyone is really open and
loving and it’s super easy to make friends, join clubs, and
find places where you feel at home here at ESF.
Favorite part about being an OL:

Name: Erin Cuddihy

I’m definitely looking forward to meeting all the new
freshman, exploring with you all, and introducing you to all
the things I love about ESF!

Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Senior

Advice and thoughts for new students:

Major: Environmental Resources Engineering

Be open to new things! Don’t be afraid to look stupid or
embarrass yourself (I do it all the time!)! Ask questions-even
if they’re stupid-if you have them. Buy your orientation
leader ice cream and she will love you forever! !

Involved in:
Engineers for a Sustainable Society, Engineers
without Borders, NYWEA, ERE Club, Orange Pulse
Dance Troupe, Cross-Country, Track.
Why do you love ESF?
I think ESF is like a family and I like how everyone
is united in one common passion. There are so many
things to get involved in and so many experiences
waiting to happen.
Favorite part about being an OL:
I love meeting new people. I think hearing people’s
stories and experiences are really cool.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Get involved and don’t worry too much about school
and grades. It will be fine in the end.

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Eva Hanan
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Junior
Major: Environmental Biology
Involved in:
Music Society, Ecotones, Orientation Leader, Bob Marshall
Club
Why do you love ESF?
We are a family here! ESF is such a small school and
everyone is dedicated to the environment so I felt right at
home as soon as I stepped on campus.
Favorite part about being an OL:
I am very excited to help incoming freshman with their
transition into college life. Orientation week was so much
fun the last two years, and I can’t wait to be a part of it again.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Don’t be scared! And don’t be afraid to ask for help. There
are so many people here that want to help you make your
transition into college life as smooth as possible. We all
know that this is an entirely new experience and adventure,
so asking any of us for advice is not a problem!

Name: Evan Stewart
Class Year (entering Fall 2017): Junior
Major: Environmental Biology, Pre-Health
Involved in: Ecotones, Music Society
Why do you love ESF? I love ESF because it is
such a happy place! Everyone you meet are super
nice and they are all unique and interesting in
their own ways. I feel totally comfortable being
myself at ESF and feel nothing but support from
others.
Favorite part about being an OL: My favorite
thing about being an OL is meeting new students
and getting to know them. I love socializing and
sharing experiences with others. I enjoy sharing
advice with new students which can help them to
succeed.
Advice and thoughts for new students: When
classes start hit the ground running! Freshman
year especially is hard but the profesors are there
to help you and want you to succeed, you just
have to put in the work. Also don’t be afraid to
ask for help!

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Grace Leman
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Junior
Major: Environmental Studies
Involved in: Undergraduate Student Association
Why do you love ESF?
I love the atmosphere of the campus and how nice all the people I
have encountered are. There is always something going on and
being here has given me so many opportunities to get involved
and to meet new people!
Favorite part about being an OL:
I’m excited about being able to share this experience with all the
new students and helping them adjust to being in college.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Go to all the events even if they don’t seem like something you
are interested in and make sure to meet new people, the people
you meet during orientation may become your closest friends!
Name: Hayley Glover
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): 2020
Major: Environmental Resources Engineering
Involved in: Engineers Without Borders, Engineers for a
Sustainable Society, Bob Marshall Outing and Backpacking Club,
ERE Club
Why do you love ESF?
ESF is such an accepting environment. I’m surrounded by people
who embrace being themselves and it’s so encouraging and
contagious.
Favorite part about being an OL:
I love making people feel welcome at ESF. I had such an amazing
orientation experience and I want to help people have an equally
great, if not better experience here. Orientation is important because
it sets the stage for the year.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Go to as many on campus events/orientation events as you can.
Never be afraid to ask for help! College can seem hard and scary but
here everyone wants you to succeed. Take advantage of office hours
and tutoring.

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Isabelle Horvath
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Senior
Major: ERE
Involved in:
EWB/ESS (Engineers without Borders, Engineers
for a Sustainable Society), ERE club, NYWEA
student chapter, and ESF student ambassador.
Why do you love ESF?
I love the people at ESF. Students, faculty and
staff all have a fun enthusiastic spirit and the
common goal of making our world better.
Favorite part about being an OL:
I love seeing new students enter ESF and find
their niche. Being a part of people’s discovery of
their passions, new forming friendships and their
place in ESF is so touching to take part in.

Name: John Perez
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Junior

Advice and thoughts for new students:

Major: Environmental Resources Engineering (ERE)

-Join at least one club

Involved in:

-Bring a hammock to campus

Engineers without Borders, Engineering for a Sustainable
Society, Environmental Resources Engineering club and
Student Ambassadors

-An easy conversation starter to use when meeting
new future classmates is “What is your ideal
trailmix?”. Works every time.

Why do you love ESF?
I love how friendly everyone is here. It’s so easy to just
speak with your professors as you would with anyone else.
You’re never alone there’s always someone you can go to
for help it could be a professor, staff member, your RA or
even your orientation leader
Favorite part about being an OL:
I love being there for students and helping in any way I can
be it getting through classes, making schedules or just
talking. I hope you’ll see your orientation leaders as a
friend you can turn to.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
You’re all here for the first time and all in the same boat.
Put yourself out there and go meet new people. The best
thing that could happen is you end up being best friends
and the worst thing is you just don’t get to know them. It’s
only up from here.

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Joshua Garber
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Sophomore
Major: Chemistry
Involved in:
USA, Bob Marshall Club, Wind Ensemble
Why do you love ESF?

Name: Jules Ofalt
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Senior
Major: Environmental Biology
Involved in:
ESF Woodsmen Team, SU Club lacrosse team,
Student Ambassadors, SU Catholic Center, Honors
Program, Canid Camera Research
Why do you love ESF?
I love ESF because everyone here is working towards
the same goal. We all want to help our environment
and impact our world. At ESF, nobody is that weird
tree hugger kid, because EVERYONE is that kid.
Being amidst a school of people who all share your
passions is a great place to be.
Favorite part about being an OL:
There are so many favorites. The family that the OL
team becomes, being able to take part in the first
years’ first experiences at ESF, and being able to just
be myself, smile, and make others smile.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
For the first few weeks of college, especially
orientation week, do not limit yourself to one group of
people, one activity, or one class. Sit with a different
random person in the dining hall every day for the first
week! You have nothing to lose, and you will not
regret it.

I love ESF because the people here are amazing. Everyone is
friendly and always willing to help when you need it. ESF has
an amazing close-knit community that I love. There are also
always fun activities going on and they are a great time to
relax, eat some free food, and meet amazing new people.
Favorite part about being an OL:
My favorite thing about being an OL is looking forward to
seeing the new freshman. I love ESF so much and I want to
help new students have an amazing time during Orientation
and throughout the year. I have met many amazing people by
being an OL and look forward to meeting more.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
My advice would be to get your work done early and have fun.
There are many amazing organizations on the campus and
everyone should join at least one of them. They’re always
super fun and have amazing people. It isn’t hard to find a club
you like and if there isn’t one you could create it. Also, take
advantage of all the activities around Syracuse, because there
are some really fun places to explore.

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Justin Rosenberg
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Junior
Major: Environmental Resources Engineering
Involved in: Environmental Resources Engineering
Club, Engineers Without Borders/Engineering for a
Sustainable Society Club, Syracuse University Club
Tennis Team
Why do you love ESF?
I love ESF because I really like the small-college
learning experience in the classroom and the close-knit
ESF community. But, I can be as much a part of the
larger SU community as I want. It’s a nice balance.
Favorite part about being an OL:
My favorite part about being an OL is being able to help
new students make the difficult transition into college
life using what I learned from when I started my
freshman year. I want to help make sure they are
prepared to face the challenges of the next big step in
their lives.
Advice and thoughts for new students: Bring winter
clothes and plenty of warm socks with you for the fall
semester. It can snow in October…

Name: Kanika Jakhmola
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Sophomore
Major: Wildlife Science
Involved in:
AXS, Herpetology Club, The Wildlife Society
Why do you love ESF?
I love ESF because of the community and the close-knit
family feel you get from the environment around
campus. Everyone is so nice and friendly and always
happy to help you out or just have a conversation with
you before class. Even the faculty and staff seem to
genuinely care about you and want to see you succeed.
Also, I like that fact that in all the ESF buildings you can
enter and exit through any of the doors and that there’s
not just random useless doors made for fire exits.
Favorite part about being an OL:
Getting to help the new student who are in the same boat
as I was last August. Getting to show everyone my love
for ESF!
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Don’t be nervous, be who you are, step out of your
comfort zone and talk to people, go to all the on campus
event and get free food, join the clubs that interest you
even if you don’t go to all the meetings.

2018 Orientation Leader Bio Form
Name: Karley O’Connor
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Senior
Major: Environmental Studies (Communication &
Society)
Involved in: Secretary/Treasurer of The Baobab Society,
Leadership Workshop Series, Work Study at Computer
Networking Services, Founder of C.A.R.E. (Support Group
for Survivors of Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence)
Why do you love ESF?
I love that our student body is motivated to create change.
Also the plants.
Name: Kayla Johnson
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Sophomore
Major: Wildlife Science
Involved in: I play for the SU Club Softball team. I am
also involved in CRU which is one the Christian groups
\\ and SU campuses.
on both ESF
Why do you love ESF?
The small, close-knit community at ESF is what I love
the most. I came from a small high school and was
worried about not having that “homey feeling” but
there’s plenty of that here! The faculty here are also
great and genuinely want you to succeed, they know
how bright you are!
Favorite part about being an OL:
The family you make being an OL is something that’s
so special. Everyone’s personalities are very energetic
and positive and that helps out a ton. I also love being
able to help the first years out and guide them through
the scary process of their first semester at college.
Advice and thoughts for new students: As cheesy as it
sounds, my advice would be that it’s all going to work
out fine. As long as you’re working your absolute
hardest and putting in enough effort, you’ll be okay. Oh
and don’t forget to have some fun every now and then
too! Best of luck!

Favorite part about being an OL:
I love knowing that I can be a resource. Getting acquainted
is super easy as long as you have the right helping hands,
and my favorite part of being an OL is watching first years
grow and knowing that I may have helped along the way.
Advice and thoughts for new students: Schedule time to
take care of yourself, and never be afraid to ask questions
or reach out of your comfort zone. Embrace change!

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Kory Whittum
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): 2019
Major: Environmental Biology
Involved in:
Trout Bums, Chemistry Service Track
Career Services Work Study, Class Marshall
Dendrology TA, Natural Resources American History TA
ORIENTATION LEADER
Why do you love ESF?
It’s a very unique school with a great student body and
faculty. There are many opportunities here to be a successful
leader on and off campus.
Favorite part about being an OL:
Wearing the tie dye with the rest of the fam!
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Work hard and don’t be afraid to ask questions!

Name: Lena Zeebuyth
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Sophomore
Major: Environmental Studies
Involved in:
Environmental Studies Student Organization (ESSO)
Why do you love ESF?
Intellectually challenging, great professors, friendly
people… what’s not to love?!?
Favorite part about being an OL:
Having a great time with wonderful people!
Advice and thoughts for new students:
I’m happy you chose ESF! Work on finding what you
love and stick to it!

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Liam Reed
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Junior
Major: Conservation Biology
Involved in:
Bob Marshall Club!, Food Recovery Network
Why do you love ESF?
I love ESF because of the caring community that all of
the students create. We are a school of very likeminded
individuals with a love for the environment. This unites
the campus and makes ESF a home.
Favorite part about being an OL:

Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Sophomore

This is my first year as an Orientation Leader so I do not
have a favorite part yet. However, I am looking forward
to all of the events that go on during orientation week
and meeting all of the freshman. I can’t wait to help all
of you find your niche in this environment-al school. 😊

Major: Environmental Resources Engineering

Advice and thoughts for new students:

Involved in: Student Ambassadors, ERE Club, Bob
Marshall Club, Engineers without Borders/Engineers for a
Sustainable Society, Society of Women Engineers

The best advice that I can give for new students is to join
clubs, go to activities, and study hard. The clubs at ESF
are all amazing and are the places where you can
destress after studying and working hard. They also
connect you with lots of amazing people with similar
interests.

Name: Lydia Loan

Why do you love ESF?
The people are all incredible, there’s always someone there
for anything you might need. I love the vibe on campus
because I feel like I can be myself and express myself in
ways that I couldn’t before coming here.
Favorite part about being an OL:
Meeting all the new students! I made so many friends during
orientation week and it’s nice to get to do that all over again.
The OLs were so welcoming and incredible for me during
my orientation and I can’t wait to be that friendly face for the
next incoming class. The free food isn’t bad either.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Actually study, but don’t forget to have fun! You’re in
college, and you only have four years here, so make some
memories! Talk to people, do things that scare you, and
don’t be afraid to be yourself!

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Martin Cain
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Sophomore
Major: Environmental Resource Engineering
Involved in:
● Bob Marshall Club
● NYWEA
Why do you love ESF?
It feels like I never stop meeting people. Everyone
is united with their love of the environment, and
everyone has their own interesting story.
Favorite part about being an OL:
Spending a lot of time outside walking around
while reliving the feeling of coming to college for
the first time.

Name: Mary Zarba

Advice and thoughts for new students:

Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Sophomore

Take every field trip chance you can! Especially
for people from rural areas, it can be hard to adjust
to the city at first, so make sure you try to join a
club early on!

Major: Environmental Science
Involved in:
Syracuse University Women’s Club Lacrosse
Why do you love ESF?
The student body at ESF is the most welcoming and diverse
group of people that I have ever been a part of. Even better yet,
having SU right there while being able to come home to my
small campus at ESF is absolutely amazing.
Favorite part about being an OL:
My orientation leaders last year were the reason I felt so at
home at ESF from the day I arrived, and I am ecstatic that I
have the opportunity to do the same for the ESF family’s newest
additions.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
I would like all the new students at ESF to be aware of the
plethora of academic resources at their fingertips. ESF is a
rigorous school, particularly for the first-year students who
oftentimes are required to take several different challenging
courses during their first year. However, students should never
feel alone in their studies. Overall, there are so many different
individuals and groups of people on campus that are dedicated
to our success.

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Makhali Voss
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Sophomore
Major: Environmental Biology
Involved in:
I am involved in USA as a class senator and I am also
involved with the Open Academy Office.
Why do you love ESF?
I love ESF because the atmosphere is so welcoming and
accepting. I can be whoever I want to be here and there are so
many opportunities.
Favorite part about being an OL:
My favorite part about being an OL is that I get to be a part of
the orientation leader family!
Name: Matthew Barkley

Advice and thoughts for new students:

Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Sophomore

While doing work and studying is important make sure you
leave time to have fun too.

Major: Wildlife Science
Involved in:
Bob Marshall Club
Food Recovery Network
Why do you love ESF?
ESF is where I found the people that mean the most
to me. The love for the environment and overall
caring people here make the campus a happy place.
Favorite part about being an OL:
I’m excited to help people get through their first
year here as smoothly as possible. This is my first
year as an OL and I couldn’t be any happier for
orientation week!
Advice and thoughts for new students: Be open
to new things, and don’t be afraid to put yourself
out there. Find people you really connect with and
always stay true to yourself. Work hard, but always
take some time to relax and always stay positive!
Explore the city, go for a hike, ride your bike, or
just hammock in the cemetary.

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Mete Rice
Class Year: Sophomore
Major: Aquatics and Fisheries Science
Involved in:
I am a member of both the ESF Bass Fishing Team and the
Trout Bums Club. I also work at the front desk of
Centennial Hall.
Why do you love ESF?
I love ESF because it is a small, tight knit community. It
seems that no matter your background, getting along at ESF
is quite easy. I also like how as students of ESF we are able
to use parts of the Syracuse campus.
Favorite part about being an OL:
When I was a freshman I really appreciated having an OL
guide me through my first couple weeks at ESF. My
favorite part about being an OL is that now I have the
chance to help upcoming freshmen, just how my OL had
helped me.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
My piece of advice for the new students is that it’s okay to
be nervous at first, but you will meet people you like, and
you will find friends sooner than you think. Everyone is in
the same boat!

Name: Michael Bernal
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Junior
Major: Environmental Resources Engineering
Involved in:
Carrier Dome Changeovers
Why do you love ESF?
ESF is the most environmentally friendly campus,
everyone comes here with similar goals to help planet
earth.
Favorite part about being an OL:
Meeting all the new faces and being a part of the team
responsible for making your first week here
unforgettable!
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Come here with an open mind, and prepare to earn a
valuable education that will transform your life

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Molly Mulhare
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Sophomore
Major: Environmental Resources Engineering
Involved in:
Society of Ecological Engineering, ERE Club, NYWEA,
AXS, SU Band
Why do you love ESF?
There is a sense of community that radiates throughout
the college, which contributes to the numerous
opportunities to become involved both on and off
campus. All of the students and faculty at ESF are
connected with a common goal - helping the
environment. It is inspiring to be surrounded by so many
passionate people with the same goal as me.
Name: Monica Banghart
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Senior
Major: Conservation Biology
Involved in: Urban Forestry minor, Herpetology Club,
Federal Work Study, ESF University Police Department,
ESF Outreach Science Corps Tutor Program, Student
Ambassadors
Why do you love ESF? ESF is a very special community
unlike any other. It is full of passionate, adventurous, and
driven students with huge goals for the future. ESF gives
you the hands-on experiences and personal connections that
are so important for succeeding in this field and I can’t
imagine my college experience anywhere else. Studying
abroad for one semester only made me realize all over again
just how special this community is and I cannot wait to get
back to it!
Favorite part about being an OL: The best part of being
an OL is watching new students fall in love with the school
just like I did.
Advice and thoughts for new students: Introduce yourself
to strangers, attend random club meetings, and push
yourself to try new things, but never forget to take care of
yourself. There will likely be times where you need to stop
and put your mental or physical health above all else, and
that is okay.

Favorite part about being an OL:
Being able to have fun while helping new students
adjust to ESF.

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Natasha Duran

!

Class Year (entering Fall 2017): Junior
Major: Environmental Resources Engineering
Involved in: Engineers without Borders, CSTEP,
Trailhead Café
Why do you love ESF?
Everyone is in it together to do right by the planet.
Everyone in the ESF community is so supportive of
one another it’s nice to be surrounded by such
positivity.
Favorite part about being an OL:
I love connecting with incoming students and
making new friends during orientation week!
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Say yes to every (safe) opportunity that comes their
way! College is about making connections with new
people and by saying yes you will open yourself to a
world of new adventures and fun experiences.
College is an exciting time and it’s important to stay
true to yourself but it’s also a time where you can
find and reinvent yourself. It might get hard at times
but just remember you have friends (including your
awesome OL) to support you!

Name: Rebecca Barkan
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Junior
Major: Environmental Resources Engineering
Involved in: ERE Club, Engineers Without
Borders/Engineering for a Sustainable Society, Bob
Marshall Club
Why do you love ESF?
Kind and passionate people who are constantly
willing to go the extra mile; genuinely the people I’ve
become friends with are my family and I wouldn’t be
who I am without them.
Favorite part about being an OL:
All of it! Especially seeing first-years grow into
themselves as leaders as the year progresses warms
my heart.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
If you don’t have hiking boots, get them. Same goes
for rain jackets and warm socks!

2018 Orientation Leader Bios!
Name: Sierra Coathup
Class Year (entering Fall 2018): Senior
Major: Environmental Science
Involved in:
Student Environmental Education Coalition,
Student Affairs Work Study
Annual Fund Call center
Why do you love ESF?
The people here are fantastic! People here love what they do
and it shows.
Favorite part about being an OL:

Class Year (entering Fall 2018): SENYAA!!

I love watching students grow into their place at ESF. Plus,
the actual Orientation week is super fun! Get ready to go
bananas!

Major: Wildlife Science

Advice and thoughts for new students:

Involved in:

Study for bio. It’s a tough class. Also, make sure to make
time for the things that make you, you. School is important,
but so is your sanity.

Name: Vivian

The Wildlife Society, Herpetology Club, Student
Ambassadors, Work Study (Peer Career Advisor),
Environmental Writing and Rhetoric Minor (Peer Tutor),
previously interned and worked at the Rosamond Gifford
Zoo
Why do you love ESF?

And ESF combines the best of a close knit community with
awesome resources and opportunities. People here are truly
passionate about what they do, and they care about the
world and one another. ESF is a unique place.
Favorite part about being an OL:
Getting to introduce new students to the amazing family
and community that is ESF.
Advice and thoughts for new students:
Live life to the fullest! College is exciting and full of all
sorts of cool opportunities--take advantage of them! But
make sure you find a balance and take time to relax and
recharge. Do the things that make you happy and the rest
will follow :)

