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WHAT AFFECTS COLOR INTENSITY?

There are several factors that affect the radiance of fall
colors, said Peggy Sears Perry, professor of horticulture,
plants and soil science at Cal Poly Pomona.
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Some trees change early in the fall, others later. Higher
elevations will see fall colors earlier. For example, Mt. Baldy
experienced the autumn change last month.

The rain and colder temperatures recently experienced in
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each leaf from the branch. Either the leaf's weight pulls it - Covina set to ring in Pearl's
down or a strong gust blows it down. When a leaf falls, the birthday 9
branch seals the cut, so that nothing harmful can enter the
tree, according to the State University of New York's College
of Environmental Science and Forestry's Web site.

"The process goes faster the colder the temperatures," Perry
said. "But sometimes we (Southern California) don't get a
real strong color change unless we get good nighttime
cooler temperatures."

HOW DO LEAVES FALL?

Leaves fall because they are no longer needed to produce food for the tree, since it has
already stored up nutrients for colder months. In the spring, the tree sprouts new leaves
and the cycle begins anew.

However, not all leaves must fall, even in autumn, explained Perry. And some trees --
like the California buckeye -- can lose leaves in mid-July to escape the effects of
drought. Still others might lose their leaves in the spring when the tree is flowering. Even
evergreen trees lose leaves, Perry continued.

WHERE TO GO FOR FALL COLORS

Already trees have changed colors throughout the Inland Valley. Some are still
changing, others are finished. One unique thing about California is that people can
experience fall colors well into December and even January.

Perry said some of the best places to go to see brilliant colors are Big Bear, Arrowhead,
Angeles Crest Highway, the other side of San Gabriel Foothills -- basically, anywhere
higher in elevation with cooler temperatures.

La Rue V. Baber can be reached by e-mail at |_baber@dailybulletin.com or by phone at
(909) 483-9328.
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