
Literature Critiques

The objectives of the two literature critiques in this class are to give you some contact with the primary literature and some experience with critically evaluating studies in invasion ecology.  For each paper provided, you are to write a report describing:

1. The principal question(s) or hypotheses addressed by the author(s).
2. The approach taken to answer the question(s).
3. The conclusion(s) reached.
4. Your assessment of whether the author(s) have built a convincing case (with explanations for your assessment).  Should anything have been done differently?  Would more information or explanation have helped the article? Are there experiments that could be done as a follow up that would increase the value of the paper?
5. What you learned from the paper (if anything) and what you think its contribution will be to invasion ecology.

Your papers should be succinct (fewer than 5 pages) and clearly written.  Use a word processor and format with double-spacing, 12 pt font and 1 inch margins.  There is no excuse for spelling and typographical errors as spell-checking is designed to eliminate these issues (if you make use of it!)

Don’t shirk on parts 4 and 5 (your analysis of the paper).  Remember two things: (1) a healthy skepticism is essential in science; (2) just because a study has some flaws, doesn’t mean it is entirely worthless.

I have provided you some informational reading on ideas about how to critically read the scientific literature. These would be a good place to start preparing for this assignment.





