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Climate change poses many challenges, not the least of which is how we prompt or
force significant social and economic change within a western democracy. In this talk, |
argue that in order to motivate change and manage social conflict we will need to do a
better job of engaging people in making these important policy choices. This is
particularly true for how we manage natural resources as they adapt (or don’t) to
changing climatic conditions. Collaborative governance offers opportunities for such
engagement through public deliberation, improved coordination among public and
private institutions, and constructive conflict resolution. We can ramp up our
collaborative capacity to deal with the imperatives of climate change mitigation and
adaptation. But we will also need to prepare for hard choices in the absence of certainty
and consensus. That will take public leadership, new institutional arrangements, and
stronger accountability structures. Dealing effectively with climate change will depend in
part on how we manage the needed reassertion of state power with the public
expectations for power sharing.
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