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Education
Ph.D., Forest Resources Policy and Management, State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry, Syracuse, New York, 2001.

Dissertation: Of Sticks and Seesaws: Private Property and the Stewardship of America’s Lands and Forests.  This is a sweeping, scholarly story of the historical, legal, political, and social evolution of the rights, duties, and responsibilities associated with private property and stewardship from the Norman Conquest to the present.

M.S., Forest Resources Policy and Management, State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry, Syracuse, New York, 1996.  

Masters Professional Experience Thesis: Mountain Bike Use of the North Country Trail: A Forest Service Policy Issue. This is an application of the policy process model to a particular Environmental Assessment process, an analysis of the public involvement in that process, and a comment on the Forest Service’s interaction with the National Park Service.

B.S., Business Administration, Aquinas College, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1989.

Undergraduate work provided a broad background in the liberal arts, including 33 credits as a Classics major at Butler University, Indianapolis, Indiana, 1985 - 1987. 

Academic Employment
Instructor, tenure-track. Faculty of Forest and Natural Resources Management.  SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry, Syracuse, New York.  2002 - present.

·  FOR 203 Western Civilization and the Environment
Undergraduate students learn the development and evolution of Western civilization and its relevance to environmental and natural resource issues. By exploring various defining moments throughout several millennia, students  understand the historical and contemporary influences of the Western tradition.  FOR 203 meets the general education requirements in Western Civilization.    Three credits. Fall and Spring. Typical enrollment ~ 100 per semester.

·  FOR 204 Natural Resources in American History
Undergraduate students learn the basic narrative of American history and its relevance to natural resource allocation and to changing perceptions of the natural world. FOR 204 meets the general education requirements in American History.    Three credits. Fall and Spring. Typical enrollment ~ 100 per semester.

Teaching experience

Visiting Assistant Professor, Faculty of Forestry. Fall 2001- Spring 2002.


·  FOR 465/665 Natural Resource and Environmental Policy

·  EST 401 Tools for Urban Problem Solving

·  FOR 360 /560 Principles of Management

·  FOR 797 Graduate Seminar in Environmental Ethics

·  FOR 296 Western Civilization and the Environment

Visiting Instructor, Faculty of Forestry, Fall 1999 - Spring 2001.

·  FOR 360/560 Principles of Management

·  FOR 797 Graduate Seminar in Environmental Ethics

Visiting Lecturer, Faculty of Forestry, Fall 1998 - Spring 1999.

·  FOR 797 Graduate Seminar in Environmental Ethics

·  CMN 531 Environmental Communications

Teaching Assistant, Faculty of Forestry, Spring 1997 - Spring 1999.

·  FOR 360/560 Principles of Management

·  FOR 465/665 Natural Resource and Environmental Policy

Awards 
Maple Leaf Award 2000-2001.  
College-wide award for recognition of volunteer contributions to the Forestry Department.

Joachim Doctoral Fellow 1999-2000.  

College-wide award for academic performance and for research that contributes to enhancing the environmental responsibility of the forest products industry.

Who’s Who Among Students in American Universities and Colleges, 1999-2000.
National award for outstanding scholastic and community achievements.

Service
College 

·  Minor in Urban Environmental Science, Fall 2000-Spring 2001

·  General Education, Fall 1999-Spring 2001

·  Committee on Instruction, General Education Subcommittee,

·  General Education Assessment Committee

Service
Faculty of Forest and Natural Resources Management

·  Undergraduate Education Committee 

·  Graduate Science Education Committee

·  Forest and Natural Resources Policy Group

·  Marketing Committee

·  Web Coordinator
Professional Associations

·  Society of American Foresters

·  attended National Convention, 1998, 2003

·  American Society for Environmental History (ASEH)

·  Forest History Society (FHS)

·  attended joint ASEH/FHS Annual Meeting, 2002, 2003, and 2004

·  Agricultural History Society

Conference Presentations

Panel Organizer (accepted) “Ownership of the Forest Landscape: Historical Trends and Implications,” American Society for Environmental History and Forest History Society Annual Meeting, St. Paul, MN: March 29- April 2, 2006.

Paper Presenter (accepted) “Of Sticks and Seesaws: Private Property Rights and Stewardship Responsibilities,” and American Society for Environmental History and Forest History Society Annual Meeting, St. Paul, MN: March 29- April 2, 2006.

Paper Presenter (accepted) “Teaching with Movies: Engaging Students and Encouraging Critical Thinking,” at the 6th Biennial Conference on University Education in Natural Resources, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI: March 4-7, 2006.

Tour Leader/Presenter, “Street Trees in the Suburbs: Planting in Villages, Near Malls, and on the Erie Canal,” at the New York ReLeaf State Conference, Le Moyne College, Syracuse, NY: July 28-30, 2005. 

Moderator, “Forest History,” at the Conference on New York State History, SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry, Syracuse, NY: June 9-11, 2005. 

Poster Presenter, “Strategies to Improve Forestry Graduate Programs,” (with Robert Malmsheimer, Donald Floyd, Rene Germain, Valerie Luzadis, and John Wager); presented at the Society of American Foresters’ National Convention, Buffalo, NY: October 25-29, 2003.

Moderator, “Super Session: History of Niagara Region,” Society of American Foresters National Convention, Buffalo, NY: October 25-29, 2003.

Publications
Malmsheimer, R.W., D. W. Floyd, Rene’ Germain, Valerie Luzadis, Sarah Vonhof, and John Wagner. 2004. “Strategies to improve forestry graduate programs.”  In Forest Science in Practice: Proceedings of the 2003 Society of American Foresters Convention held in Buffalo, NY. October 25-29 2003. Bethesda, MD: Society of American Foresters.

Brown, Stephen C., Sarah Vonhof, and Alicia Kelley.  2003.  “The Oneida County 4-H Conservation Field Days Conflict.” Journal of Extension 41 (1).

Floyd, Donald W., Sarah L. Vonhof, and Heather E. Seyfang.  2001.  “Forest Sustainability: A Discussion Guide for Professional Resource Managers.”  Journal of Forestry 99 (2): 8-28.

Vonhof, Sarah.  “Green Confusion: In Search of a Consensus on Wilderness.”  1996.  Wild Earth 6 (4): 55-58.

Vonhof, Sarah.  “Management of Recreational Use on the North Country National Scenic Trail across the Manistee National Forest.”  1995.  USDA Forest Service Issue Paper.  Manistee, MI. 

Public   Service
Chair, Town of Manlius Tree Commission.  February, 2000 - present. 


Recognized in newspaper column, “Making a Difference” by J. Read, 


“Manlius Resident helps to green up her community.” Syracuse Post-Standard, B-3,


December 15, 2005.

Trustee, Fayetteville Free Library.  March 2001 - March 2002.
Chair, New York State Department of Transportation Citizens Committee on Route 290.


February 1998 - October 1999.

Other Employment
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

Park Ranger, Green Lakes State Park.  Summers.  1996 - 1998.

Research Foundation of the State University of New York
Graduate Assistant.  June - November 1996 and July - August, 1999.

USDA Forest Service 

Forestry Technician, Manistee National Forest.  June - August 1995.


Volunteer, Manistee National Forest.  June - October 1992.

United Jersey Bank

Financial Service Representative.  October 1989 - June 1992.

